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The Prmce-Bishop at last decided to start 
for Pans He had hardly arrived when he 
received a visit from Madame de Pailly, who 
informed him of his niece’s inclinations, and 
explained to him the progress of affairs The 
Bishop earnestly requested to see the Prm- 
cesse de Ligne- Luxembourg herself, but at 
that moment she was staying with Madame 
de Brionne at her country place of Limours 
Madame de Pailly at once resumes her pen — 
“The Prmce-Bishop, Madame, is always 
inquiring whether you have returned , he is 
extremely desirous to have the honour of 
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seeing you, and I should be very glad if you 
could senoualy discuss the matter with him. 

‘ Occasions on which I can prove to you my 
zeal and entire devotion will not be wanting 
with so vacillating a mind you will be able to 
say through me anything you please. I vn\\ 
see to everythmg, and render you a faithful 
account of what happens But it seems to 
me that we must settle between ourselves 
what IS to be the point of departure. He 
has referred several times to the question 
of settlements, espeaal!> with regard to the 
present Would it not be better to present 
him wnth a copy of the deed of property ? It 
would hurry on the transaction and be a w isc 
measure. 

The Prince de Salms agents arc \cry 
active he constantly alludes to him and he 
listens to my replies as if they were quite 
ncx\ to him he goes on confiding to my car 
all the proposals that arc made to him Wc 
have three fresh rivals who for the present 
however give me no anxiety ” 
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The desired explanations at last arrived 
from Brussels, in the following letter — 

The Princesse de Ligne-Liciitenstein to 
THE Princesse de Ligne-Luxembourg. 

“I trust, Pimcess, you do not doubt the 
tenderness of my feelings towards you , the 
gratitude I now owe you can only increase 

It 

“ I have the honour to enclose the paper 
concerning M de Ligne’s property For 
the last year he has put all his affairs into my 
hands, and as I sign everything and collect 
all the revenues, and M de Ligne even 
gives me the receipts for the money he draws 
from the estates, I can guarantee the exact- 
ness of the document 

“ I am too sure of my husband’s affection 
for you. Princess, and the confidence he has 
in your judgment, not to feel certain that 
he will agree to any arrangement you may 
choose to make for his son I beg to entreat 
you, Madame, m case you should think an 
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The desired explanations at last arrived 
from Brussels, in the following letter — 

The Princesse de Ligne-Lichtenstein to 
THE Princesse de Ligne- Luxembourg 

“ I trust, Princess, you do not doubt the 
tenderness of my feelings towards you , the 
gratitude I now owe you can only increase 

It 

“ I have the honour to enclose the paper 
concerning M de Ligne’s property For 
the last year he has put all his affairs into my 
hands, and as I sign everything and collect 
all the revenues, and M de Ligne even 
gives me the receipts for the money he draws 
from the estates, I can guarantee the exact- 
ness of the document 

“ I am too sure of my husband’s affection 
for you, Princess, and the confidence he has 
m your judgment, not to feel certain that 
he will agree to any arrangement you may 
choose to make for his son I beg to entreat 
you, Madame, in case you should think an 
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income of twenty five thousand livres ^ not 
sufficient for the present, to fix the ?uni j-our 
self for I only require one more jear to 
settle the affairs of our house (public opinion 
having kmdiy reported that they were in a 
much more confused stale than I found them 
to be) I can promise )Ou to honour any 
arrangements and liabilities that you will 
undertake for our young people. All they 
will have to do when they draw their in 
come every three months wHl be to sign 
their names I have made it a rule in busi 
ness to consider as sacred the dates on which 
income or pensions fall due. 

The affection I bear towTmJs my children 
leading me perhaps to overlook their faults 
It would ill become me to praise our son but 
I must believe the testimony of those who 
knew him at Strasbuig dunng several years 
and at the present moment wc have every 
reason to be satisfied with the charictcr he 
bears in the army 

* Ooc (bonukl pKUhli iinlirv 
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” Pray, therefore, do not relax your kindness 
towards him, and let your efforts conduce to 
his happiness You will also be contributing to- 
wards mine, for to see him settled and to be sur- 
rounded by mychildren will be mygreatest joy 
Receive, Princess, the assurance of my 
deepest respect and esteem,” etc etc 

This letter had a wonderful effect on the 
uncle, but did not move his niece 

“The young lady,” writes Madame de 
Pailly, “ is infatuated with M de Salm , he 
has some emissary about her whom we do not 
know, and who demolishes beforehand all we 
can say against him Even the Comte de Horn’s 
name has been brought forward as an honour, 
on account of the Regent’s phrase ^ about him 
“The good uncle feels his own weak- 

^ The Comte de Horn, a connection of the Regent through his 
mother, the Princess Palatine, was condemned to death for murder 
The family implored his pardon, appealing to the Regent on the 
ground of relationship “ When I have bad blood,” the Regent 
coldly replied, “ I have it drawn,” and the pardon was refused 
It IS probable that they boasted to HeRne of the connection 
between the Horn and Orleans families ivithout mentioning the 
Count’s crime 
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ness, and carefully endeavoxu^ to hide it 
he has agreed to everything with me, and 
as I have been fortunate enough to per 
suade him, he fancies I shall have the same 
success with his mece, as if the> were m the 
same frame of mmi To-day he is going 
to use all hib influence, and at the same time 
inform her of the visit he wishes me to make, 
and of the enure trust he desires she should 
ha\e in me- I shall lend m>’sclf to all his 
wishes and shall have the honour of sending 
yon a report of this interview Receive, I 
pra) " etc. 

The uncle did not meet v\ith the slightest 
success in hia efforts to overcome his niece s 
resistance. Madame de PaiJl) vras obliged 
to confess it to her correspondent There 
IS one point, Madimc, on vhich I think 
jou will be obliged to give wa) , the Dishop 
asserts that he can only overcome his nieces 
passionate wish to be mamed in Pius b) 
pledging his word that she shall spend three 
winters there under )our guidance so ns to 
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get accustomed to the fashionable world He 
appears to attach great importance to this 
promise , for he feels the great advantage it 
would be to his niece You still have time, 
Madame, to think over this matter, for we 
can discuss the other points in the mean- 
time , I will tell you what they are when I 
see you 

The Pnncesse de Ligne kept her nephew 
informed of all these negotiations , as for the 
Prince’s father, he was still detained with the 
army, waiting for peace to be signed Prince 
Charles wrote a short cold note to his aunt, in 
w'hich he did not even allude to his marriage — 

“My dear Aunt — Although peace has 
been declared the Congress is not yet over , 
my father is very displeased at it , he is still 
m a wretched village, feeling very dull, with 
nothing to do 

“ He will certainly go to Pans as soon as he 
can , I envy him the pleasure he will have m 
seeing you, my dear aunt 
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Allow me to assure j ou from time to time 
of the feelings of affection and respect with 
which I remam all my life, etc. etc. 

The coolness the Prince displajed will be 
easily understood when we learn that he al 
ready felt for a fnend of his childhood a lo\e 
which i\as never completely effaced. But, ac 
customed as he was absolutely to respect the 
paternal or rather the maternal will it never 
entered his mmd for one moment not to 
obey 

His mother had eagerly agreed to their 
cousins plans H^l^nes large fortune theiso- 
latcd position of the >oung girl which w^ould 
tend to make her adopt her husband s famil) 
as her own had quite won o\cr the Pnn 
cess who Ignored or pretended to ignore her 
sons secret affection. She therefore perse 
\ cred in her efforts hoping to succeed though 
the object in mcw was not cas) to attain. 

The Bishop of Wflna had been won o\cr 
to the dc Lignes, but he had man) a hard 
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battle to fight, for an unforeseen circumstance 
had strengthened H diene’s resolution not to 
leave Pans. Her friend, Mademoiselle de 
Lauraguais, had married the Due Auguste 
d’Aremberg, cousin of the de Lignes, who, 
like him, resided for part of the year at the 
Court of Brussels The young Duchess re- 
turned to Pans for some time, and at once 
visited her former companions at the Abbaye- 
aux-Bois She had heard of Prince Charles’ 
proposed marriage, and gave H diene a most 
gloomy descnption of life m Brussels The 
latter immediately repeated this to her uncle, 
making the picture several shades darker 
The poor Bishop did not know who to listen 
to , m the midst of his perplexities he 
determined to despatch the Abbd Baudeau, 
who was always at hand, to Bel CEil,^ giving 
him instructions to confer verbally with the 
Prmcesse de Ligne on the delicate subject of 
a residence in Pans, as well as on the money 

1 Bel CEil was the summer residence of the Princes de Ligne, 
and will often be referred to later on. 
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question He ^vas allowed great latitude on 
this latter point, and accordingly set oft 
Madame de Pailly lost no time, and again 
wrote to the Pnncesse de Ligne- Luxembourg 
We have had news of the en\ o) Madame, 
and we hear he is much pleased with e\ eiy 
thing but he sends word that Madame la 
Pnncesse de Ligne x\ill not hear of a three 
years residence in Pans, 

The Bishop appeared to me very much 
disturbed at the effect this would bate on his 
niece, as she had always held to this con 
dition You know there is nothing more 
difficult to overcome than the fancies of a 
>oung person and unfortunately sheh'is been 
confirmed in this one by all that Madame 
dArembeig dc Lauraguais has told her 
The Abbe will ornve perhaps to-da) I shall 
be there, and we will first work upon the 
unde so as to make him work uj>on his 
niccc. 

M de Salm wall not gi\ c vra) he has 
sent his picture lo hrs fnend at ihc Convent 
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and she lias united the Piinccss Helene to a 
collation, gi\ en in a room of which this portrait 
forms the chief ornament 

“I was at the opera with a lady w'ho is 
much interested in this fine gentleman, and 
she said 'What docs it signify whether you 
are a scamp or not when you have a name 
and a large fortune ^ Look, for instance, at 
so and so,’ etc 

“ God forbid that such morality should 
enter the head of our prelate and his niece 
In the meantime I amused myself last night 
by quietly challenging my free-spoken young 
friend to tell me all the naughty stories about 
this charming Prince. The good Bishop bore 
It wnth a slightly embarrassed air, wdiich quite 
amused me 

" I shall have the honour, Madame, to give 
you an account of the envoy’s return, and of 
all Its consequences I beg you not to be 
impatient, and to rely on my zeal and my 
intense desire to do all that is agreeable to 
you. 
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Receive,” etc. 

It was not long before the Abb^ returned 
and though he had not succeeded in ob 
taining the promise of a residence in Pans 
he had done much to push the matter fonvard. 
He brought magnificent fruit and flowers to 
the young Pnncess from Bel CEil and m the 
descnption he gave of the almost regal mag 
niflcence of the place he neglected none of 
the details which were likely to charm and 
flatter her vanity He had granted hand 
some pecuniary conditions, and the Pnncess 
on her part, had seemed disposed to accept 
the mamage contract proposed by the 
Abb6, 

Madame de Pailly to the Princcsse de 
LiC\E LlA-EilDOURC 

All IS going on wondcrfull) veil Madame 
)ou^il] find the Pnnee and hiscn\oj \cr> 
satisfied. Ac dinner nc had a melon 
from Bel Q3il and peaches were sent to the 
Pnncess HUcnc. I proposed ihc health of 
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the giver , but they will tell you the rest I 
am rejoiced at the position of affairs 

“ The Abbd may have every possible fault, 
but he confirms me in my opinion that one 
can do nothing with fools and everything 
with intelligent people The young Princess 
IS converted, and her good uncle, agreeing to 
the Abbd’s expedient, says ‘ It will cost 
me thirty thousand hvres^ a year more to 
make my niece happy I will do it, Madame, 
if only you are satisfied ’ ” 

The Princesse de Ligne - Luxembourg 
wrote to her cousin to give her this good 
news, and to urge her to come to Pans as 
soon as possible , but she was m no hurry, 
and, like a prudent mother, wished above all, 
to settle everything relating to the income and 
household arrangements of the future young 
couple, for whom she dreaded certain tempta- 
tions, from which she herself had suffered 
She again sent her steward to Pans with two 


1 Twelve hundred pounds sterling 
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letters, one of which was a confidential one to 
her cousin, 

Bel JanMory 1779. 

I despatch }ou my steward Pnncess , 
he will have the honour of handing you this 
letter and I have instructed him to carr) 


out exactly whatever j'ou are kind enough to 
order 

The Pnnce amved at Vienna on the 5th 
of June I therefore think he will soon be 
home again m which case I should onl) 
go to Pans with him or even a couple of 
days later if I can possibly a\oid going 
before. 

In an) case, Pnnccss, I shall await jxiur 
orders, I reserve myself the pleasure of 
assunng you personally of all m) gratitude, 

I have never doubted the success of an) 
thmg which )ou were good enough to take 
m hand, 

"As our )oung people will not have to 
receive, and as the ordinar) axpenses of the 
household cannot possibl) absorb all their 
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income, I fear that too large a fortune may- 
be hurtful to them, and lead perhaps to 
gambling, or other extravagances, which 
would do them harm, and which they 
would always consider themselves obliged 
to increase in proportion to their income , 
especially when they will come into their 
respective fortunes I look at this matter 
from a mother's point of view Pray do not 
let it go beyond the family ” 

The Prmcesse de Ligne- Luxembourg told 
the Bishop of her cousin’s wise advice, but 
no attention was paid to it The Congress of 
Teschen was over, and the Prince de Ligne 
was returning home slowly, for he always 
found much to delay him on the road We 
will not inquire into the nature of these 
delays , he, however, found sufficient time 
to write a few lines from Vienna to his 
cousin, and to the Bishop of Wilna, which 
he had neglected doing for the last two 
months 
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To THE PrINCESSE DE LlGNE LtPCEJIBOURG 
' I am told Prmcess that, thanks to your 
kindness all is going on ^ ell also that jou 
have done me the honour of wnting to 
me. I have not received anything 

They say I must wnte to the Bishop I beg 
you will give him the enclosed letter 

If you have any commands to give 
me address them to the Post Office at 
Munich , I shall find them m passing 
through 

All the information I receive from Pobnd 
appears to coinadc with our v lews. 

I place myself at jour feet. Princess md 
beg to assure >ou that m) gratitude is equal 
to m) tender and respectful attachment 
Le PriNcn DE Licnc. 

A few daj's after the TCCCipt of this letter 
thc) had agreed upon al! points a dnfi of 
the settlement w'as drawn up and the Pnn 
ecsse dc Lignc and hu* son announced 
their amvail 
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In Spite of the very small inclination the 
young Prince felt for this marriage, he ex- 
perienced a certain curiosity to see his future 
bride As for Helene, she was far more in- 
terested m her outfit, her presents, and her 
diamonds than m her husband Among 
other things, she had been promised “certain 
girandoles ^ and diamond bracelets of wonder- 
ful beauty — old family jewels, that she was 
most impatient to see, and she was in a 
great fright lest they should be left behind 
at Brussels ” Her future aunt undertook to 
explain this childlike anxiety to the wife of 
the steward, so that she might remind the 
Princess to bring these precious trinkets 
She answered as follows — 

“On my return home I found a letter 
from the Princess, announcing her immediate 
arrival, and adding that she is bringing 
with her the girandoles and the bracelets , 
so the Prmcesse Helene need have no cause 


^ Large diamond eamngs that were worn with the Court dress 
VOL n 20 
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for anxiet) I shall have the honour of pa) 
ing her my respects on Monda) \Vc ha\e 
also heard through M le Comte Tasson that 
M le Pnnce de Ligne will reach Brussels 
at the latest, on Monda) I hasten to apprise 
your Highness of the fact, and beg she ^vill 
accept the assurance of deepest respect etc. 

The Pnneesse de Ligne s first \isit nns 
to her cousin. She there found the Pnnce- 
Bishop awaiting her am\^ After a long 
conversation and endless compliments on 
either side, it was settled that the Bishop 
should escort the Pnneess and her son to 
the Abbayc aux Dots 

Hel^e, who had been warned the da) 
before, was \ery much \excd at haMng to 
make her first appearance m her school dress 
but no exception could be made to the rule. 
She went down to the jiarlour accompanied 
b) Madame de Satntc Dclphmc, and \ cr) soon 
pcrcciNcd that the plainness of her dress did 
not prevent the Pnnce from thinking her \ er) 
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pretty Though she pretended to cast her 
eyes modestly down during the visit, she took 
care to see enough of her future husband to 
be able to say to her companions on returning 
“He IS fair, has a tall slight figure, and re- 
sembles his mother, who is very handsome , 
he has a noble mien, but he is too serious, and 
there is something German about him 

The Prince’s father arrived three days 
later 

“ I abandon M de Ligne to your indigna- 
tion, Princess,” his wife writes to their cousin , 
“ you may prepare her for his arrival, which 
will certainly be either to-day or to-morrow , 
It fills me with the greatest joy 

The Prince-father had his head completely 
turned by his future daughter-m-law, who did 
all she could to please him, intuitively feeling 
that he was the one with whom she could 
best sympathise 

Having no family in Pans, it was decided 
that Helene’s marriage should be celebrated 
m the chapel of the Abbaye-aux-Bois, to the 
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great delight of the pupils. The Bishop gate 
his niece an outfit worth a hundred thousand 
^ctis ^ the ttedding casket offered by the 
Lignes tvas provided by Leonard the laces 
ordered at Brussels and Mechlin were real 
masterpieces of work. The jewels offered to 
H^^ne, besides the family diamonds and the 
famous girandoles, were chosen by hcreclf at 
Bam^res and at Dre> s. She gate a tnnket 
to each of her companions m the red class, 
and a magnificent luncheon wtih ices, tras 
giverf by the Pnncc-Bishop to all the pupils, 


* Tba IVmcctM recelteil u hex marrUct portloQ 

MogyUnl, cm cjuie wtth a mldn>ee airf coonUy homes hro 
julaccs at Cracoiv and oa« at M ana* IMoce KadilwfQ oi( rl 
MaualaVi {omOj a (om of one idUIioq richl buodxtd thouund roQth 
Bomn, Inherited Ihroogh IlOioc a mother lie had clren them ta 
Interest three Imporuot euatet. of %hkb half the lacofoe lelfT-ed 
to Ilditie and the other half to her brotber The Iriflct Balw^ 
procnlted to fire tod gaaraniee the rrtecr«t, £r«n her wed hsg 
daj a dear ixtcome of ahoy tboimod Um-t, paj able In rarii, ar I 
to poy all tbdr »pci»e» fa» iha erent of ibeir reiBalntB£ lo Out dty 
On the other hand ibc rriBcede Lipoe pmouveri toci e hli »oo 
CO hi* uedd) firiay a temioe ef th rty ihouuol Ihrrs ^ 
■cMiUco t h the pair I Pm ^cIj. t IW tril, or ^ wfo*. In 
t De of bn palacet oe teriJmeea. If they K* I any chi! !ffO at 0 r 
end of (mj ) r» the IVmce prTrp >^1 i d ml .e l-e * ( 

Bicory 


IV 


PRINCESSE DE LIGNE 


21 


including the bttlc dhtcs, who each received 
in addition a bag of sweetmeats 

The marriage-contract was signed at Ver- 
sailles by their Majesties and the royal family, 
the 25th of July 1779. The wedding took 
place on the 29th at the Abbaye-aux-Bois 
It IS needless to add that H diene’s nurse, 
Mademoiselle Bathilde Toutevoix, took part 
in the festivities She adorned her pretty 
mistress to the very best of her ability, and 
the poor girl’s head was so completely turned 
with joy that she even forgot her cockades ^ 
She came down to the parlour after the bride, 
and modestly hid herself in a corner Prince 
Charles approached her, and slipped into her 
hand his wedding present — an annuity of six 
hundred livres " Helene was much touched 
with this attention “ I thanked him,” she 
says, “ by a smile and pressure of the hand, 
the first I had granted him ” 

1 She was m the habit of bedizening herself with them, and Helene 
does not forget to mention in her memoranda that on that day 
she forgot them 

2 Twenty-four pounds sterling 
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The bnde ^vas led to the altar by her 
uncle, and by the Marquise Wielopolska, who 
took the place of her mother The Duchesses 
de Choiseul de Mortemart, de Chaollon 
de la Valliire etc., were present at the 
ceremony The young Princess exquisitely 
lovely in her bndal dress fully satisfied the 
company by her decent attitude, which was 
full of feelmg (style of that day) After 
recemng the congratulations of the bnlhant 
assembly Hdline went up to her apartment 
to change her costume but instead of return 
mg immcdiatel) to the parlour she quickly 
made her vco.) to the choir chapel where 
Madame de Rochcchouart was buned and 
kneeling on the tomb of the one who had 
been to her as a mother she offered up to 
God her last girlish prayer When she re 
turned to the parlour she was rather pale, and 
her c>cs showed signs of tears , but at the 
gates of the Abbey a posi-chiisc dnw-n 
bj SIX chafing horses wns awaiting the 
postilions, m the pink and siUcr h\cry of 
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the Prince, being scarcely able to hold them , 
Helene, after a rapid farewell, was hurried 
into the carriage by her young husband, and 
they started at full gallop for Brussels 




V 

Ad eotertiinmfnt u Bel Tlie 1 IjxDllj^^Tbe Cocrt it 
BnuKli — Prince Qtiriei a( Lomine — The tadio it Coort — 
Letter of the CberoBer de Plile — The Prince de Ligne it 
VenaBlei — The Prince^ letter to hii *» Qario. 

THE>oung couple first established themscltcs 
at Bel CEH the magnificent summer residence 
of the Pnoce de Ligne. The Marshal was 
passionately attached to this r^al abode, on 
which his father had lavished scveril millions. 
The propert) was composed of a succcs 
Sion of gardens forests parks mansions 
and shooting boxes which the Fnncc dc 
Ligne had designed wuh the most perfect 
taste. It was here that he preferred rccci\ 
ing his guests, and that he successive!) 
entertained the Pnnee dc Condc the king 
of Sweden the Comte d Anois J*nncc Henrj 
of Prussn etc. Hcluic was dnzzlcd b) the 
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splendour of her new abode A brilliant 
reception had been prepared in her honour 
On the very day after her arrival, which 
had taken place in the evening, the young 
Princess, on opening her windows, perceived 
an immense park full of villagers elegantly 
attired as shepherds and shepherdesses, their 
dresses more like those of Watteau and 
Lancret than those commonly worn by the 
Flemish peasants The Prince’s dragoons 
were making merry at tables on the lawn , 
and a little farther off, m a grove, might 
be seen puppet shows, m another tight- rope 
dancers , a rural ballroom was established on 
a green sward , under a leafy bower a magi- 
cian was distributing sham ointments in 
little boxes, which contained sweetmeats and 
trinkets. In another spot a bard was gaily 
reciting verses, composed by the Prince m 
honour of the newly-married pair , and if the 
composition was not brilliant in versification. 
It yet could boast of grace and art suffi- 
cient to compensate for its defects , finally, 
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Aufresne and Pr^ville, \\ ho had am\ ed that 
same raommg from Pans, were pla)ang impro- 
vised proverbs in the pnvate theatre of the 
residence. The festivities lasted the whole 
day after dinner the proverbs were replaced 
by a comedy in one act, w ith interludes of song 
entitled Colette and Lucas composed by the 
Pnnee de Ligne m honour of his daughter 
in law * The audience was composed of 
brilliant officers and fine ladies, who had come 
expressly from Brussels and even Versailles 
for the occasion The play though worthless 
was courteously applauded but another hid 
been prepared in order to compensate the 
spectators Night having come on dunng 
the representation sudden floods of light 
spnnging up m bnlliant shcaics between 
the trees greeted the guests as they emerged 
from the theatre, and m the thicheis fiurylihc 
illuminations lit up the arbours it v.'as im 

* TbU cotDf'J/ wxj priewJ in tbt pinie *1 Ivl U 1 la 
17 S 1 Tb« only fOTT Loowo C l< 1 tft 11 R.II t r>a- 

(TAamUe * I Iruy at CHnnllUy 
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possible to see the lamps, cleverly hidden 
under the foliage “ It was not night,” says 
Hdlene “ it vas silveiy daylight ” 

The married couple appealed enchanted 
one vith the other, with a shade more of 
tenderness on the part of the Prince Helene’s 
beauty, grace, and intelligence surprised and 
charmed him , he had not expected to find 
these qualities united in the person of a child 
of fifteen Every one was under the same 
impression, and the Dowager- Princess heiself, 
V ho was not easy to please, wrote as follows, 
some time after the wedding, to the Princesse 
de Ligne- Luxembourg — 

Bel CEil, zoth August 1779 

“ Again I renew my thanks, Princess, and 
reiterate the expressions of gratitude I owe 
you Our child is most charming, docile, and 
gentle, having no will of her own, and amused 
at everything , in fact all that could be desired 
in a daughter-in-law if she were moulded by 
one’s self She has been quite a success with 
all who have seen her in these parts 
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As our children have both had the honour 
of ^v^tlng to you, I -will not, for fear of re 
peuuon give you the details of our joume> 
Moreover his Grace the Bishop of Wilna 
will have told you all he appeared himself 
very well pleased with our countr) Do 
try Pnncess to make him send mj son his 
nieces portrait m ivhatever st}lc he prefers, 
even if it be that little penal drawing saw 
at the Abbaje aux-Bois and do not doubt 
Pnncess of the tender sentiments etc 
etc 

The Pnnee Bishop had Indeed been 
delighted wth his sta) in Tlanders the 
amiability of the famil) of Ligne the hnr 
monious relationship existing bttivecn its 
members, the distinguished intelligence and 
the kindness of Pnnee Charles in particular 
ill contnbuted to assure him of his nieces 
future happiness. He left her thorough!) 
satisfied 

1 or the first time Hilcne uns going to Ik* 
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acquainted with family life ; she could not 
have had a better beginning, for the Lignes 
lived together with an intimacy full of ease, 
gaiety, and tenderness In her convent life 
the little Princess, with the selfishness natural 
to children, had only thought of herself, and 
was not accustomed to the daily sacrifices 
made by brothers and sisters, which are 
made easy and rewarded by a mother’s ap- 
proval and kiss She had a serious appren- 
ticeship to undergo She preferred her 
father-in-law and the Princess Clary, her 
sister-in-law, to all the other members of her 
family The Princess Clary, the Prince’s 
eldest and favourite daughter, “his master- 
piece,” as he called her, was kindness, grace, 
and affability itself Married some four years, 
gifted with sound judgment and perfect tact, 
she would have been an affectionate and 
charming guide to her young sister-m-law at 
the outset of her married life , but it was not 
possible for her to assume this position, which 
naturally devolved upon the Princess-mother, 
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who jealous of her nghts ^“ould ha^ e ceded 
her authonty to no one. 

The Pnncesse de Ligtie plajed an im 
portant part, if not m the heart of her hus- 
band at least in his household The Pnnce 
willingly rendered justice to his wifes quali 
ties he was full of consideration for her 
and treated her alv\*a)s with amiable defer 
ence. My wife he said is an excellent 
ivife, full of delicac) feeling nobilit>, and 
m no w'ay selfish She is often in i pel 
but her temper soon passes awaj mclimg 
in tears and lea^nng no trace, for mj mfc 
has in excellent heart. It ^vas not difficult 
for the Pnnee to resign himself to his Nnfes 
temper for it tiTected him \cr) slight!) 
Such was not the case with her children 
It must, howcMir be admitted that she hid 
often good cause for her unc\ enness of tcmjKr 
Not onl) was her husband constanll) tnd 
opcnlj faithless to her but he also sqinn 
dered lus fortune and m spite of the large 
rc\cnucs he j>ossc.sscd would often |ja\e 
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been involved m serious difficullies had it 
not been for tlie watchful caie of the Prin- 
cess, who by her clever administration estab- 
lished a proper balance between their income 
and expenditure How'evci, in spite of the 
Princess’s rather unceitain temper, the un- 
varying cheerfulness and good humour of the 
Prince made it a delightful home, foi he 
possessed the rare quality of being as charm- 
ing at home as in society 

Helene thoroughly enjoyed her new^ life, 
and eagerly threw herself into the pursuit of 
pleasures entirely new^ to a little schoolgirl She 
at once learnt to ride Dressed in an elegant 
riding-habit, made to display her delicate and 
supple figure to perfection, and accompanied 
by her husband, she w^-ould spring into the 
saddle the first thing in the morning, as light 
as a bird, and as pleased with her liberty , 
then three or four times a day, with childlike 
glee, she w^ould array herself in new dresses 
from Leonard or Mademoiselle Bertm , and 
we may be sure that they in no way resembled 
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the little black convent frock. At all the 
entertainments given m honour of her 
•wedding she fasanated ever} bod) b) her 
grace and liveliness, she danced v\ith such 


spirit, acted so naturall} and vnth so much 
animation sang with a voice so jouthful and 
fresh that her husband though not sharing 
her worldl) tastes was happ) in her pleasure, 
and allov\ ed her to give herself up to it without 
restraint 

Immediatel) after her amval H^lcnc vras 
presented at the Court of the Netherlands. 
The Ligne family possessed a mngnrficcnt 
palace at Brussels near the Caihcdnl of 
Sninte Gudule, and often resided there dunng 
the winter At that time the Viccro) was 
Pnnee Charles of Lominc he hid mamed 
the Archduchess Mine Anne * sistcrof Mane 
Thu’usc, ind wils now a widower 

* TLU \jn\t »nU cI*^ r | fla« wnt • t 

by tK« Pm Un lo l »hne t>c SaJiU 

tnny In he s im drfrt fl tn In i <5 TI 

atil I ty rf hi manren, I » *rtl tic *J*1 1 tmry nrrs 1 lU 
of l It ra ■•ntT’I I n tn »1I erl I patetrjl * 1 
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The Prince of Lorraine often came to 
hunt at Bel CEiI “ He could not help being 
kind, even in his fits of temper, which were 

A 

rare One day, for instance, while hunting, on 
which occasion he gave himself the airs of 
an old huntsman, enraged at a number of 
people who disturbed the hunt by overrun- 
ning the forest at Bel GEil, he called out 
‘ Go to the devil t if you please, gentle- 

men,’ he added, taking off his hat ” 

The liveliest, wittiest, and most fashionable 
man at the Court of Brussels was certainly the 
Prince de Ligne’s father, and he enjoyed his 
life there extremely “It was,” he says, “a 
nice Court, gay and at the same time secure, 
idle and agreeable, with plenty of drinking 
and hunting” However, when the Duke 


remembered m Belgium His generosity was boundless, and the con 
siderable income he received (six hundred thousand flonns of Brabant) 
did not sufiBce to cover hrs expenses He nuned himself by his 
prodigahty, but science and art prospered under him, and schools 
of paintmgs and colleges were established m every town Kew 
roads ri ere made , trade, then at a low ebb, received a fresh 
impulse , and a transport service was organised between the 
Flemish ports and those of Germany and France. 

VOL II 


21 



34 


PI^A^ESSE VE UG^E 


held a levee and invited ladies, nothing but 
the most moffensive gaiety was pennitted for 
the Pnnce hated all license and bad taste. 

Pnnce Charless palace at Brussels was 
an immense and ancient building Brussels 
reminded one somewhat of Pans the town 
ofienng every kind of resource. The conn 
I was the favourite promenade, and there the 
I grandest equipages were to be seen The 
I coachbudders of Brussels were famous, and 

I the Duke was anxious that the nobilit) 

should possess the most elegant specimens of 
their work, Helene made her first appear 
ance on the cours m a superb gilt coach 
made by Simon all the panels were dcli 
cately painted m the most beautiful I'crnts 
Martin ' b) clever Viennese artists. 

In spite of his lo\c for the Court of 
Brussels and his passion for Bel the 
I Pnnce nc^cr stajed \cr) long at either he 
generally started off at a moments notice 
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\ 

“What a charming existence mine was, m 
my dear and delightful Bel CEil In twenty- 
four hours’ time I could be either m Pans 
or in London, at the Hague, at Spa, etc 
Once I went to Pans to spend one hour 
there, and another hour at Versailles, after 
the Queen’s last confinement / saw her on 

the foitrth day',' he carefully adds 

# 

“ On another occasion I took all my com- 
pany there to the opera in a coach of my own ” 

It was natural that the Prince should like 
Pans and Versailles, for he was the soul and 
life of the little intimate circle around the 
Queen , his presence gave animation to 
everything, and his invariable good* humour 
and sallies of wit always secured him a 
smiling welcome He was to be seen 
everywhere, arranging or disarranging the 
gardens , presiding at entertainments and 
directing the illuminations he took part 
m the Queen’s lansquenet, Mesdames’ 
cavagnole. Monsieur’s whist, the Prince de 
Conde’s qumze, the King’s game of billiards. 
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and the Pnnce de Contis pharaon.* He 
said e\ erjthing that came into his head but 
although he gave way to much exaggerated 
merriment, from time to time, under cotcr of 
a joke, he would make many senous truths 
; acceptable. 

His great fncnds were the Polignacs,’ 
whose intimate society consisted of the 

Coignys, the Conflans the Comte dc 

Vaudrcml and the Chevalier dc I Isle. He 
altvays defended the Polignacs against the 
numerous accusations which were brought 
against them 

t He writes There is no one more 

virtuous and more disinterested thin iH 
these Jules, but their companj was some 

* vn difftiral paioei of caid*, lo H Ihal Hat* st I f 

I French Coert 

* The l>8ch<r« d< Vefipoe C UUCc ^oUD•^^ Manr^ Ir 

1 oU tiro, «Q mrioute WcO'l of tie wx lr<h ■weitlc J 

bcMilfoL ljipr«UTc Une Tjm, Hi h (^Lrt-U ■ 

iD hilf iirneJ op » liHtly eiowh, oUb hitW •! < ir^'' 

I uhtth »cre broiu/jnf fyinnw i tcal, f ttirl t 
I ji'ijvtrrnioroy lift fc T ui r* I -nc lie iumj> t-f •*' * 

iBoJoty \t the of »neni«n rxir-r'l * J ^ 

I !e 1 Ji’Mc. 

I 

I __ 



^ /'A’/ Vc 7 ,.s s/: /?/: J IGXJ, 37 

iiniLS monotonous so great was tlicir fc.n of 
gi\ing rise to i)iiiting <uk 1 gossip, tlic Com- 
icbse IDiano w.is the onl\ one wltose con- 
\cisntion w.is at .ill Inch 

The Prince was j).iriiculai 1) intimate with 
the Che\alier <le I'lsle.’ the least known 
member of the little ciicle The Chexalicr 
was an c\ccll(’nt oulccr an eiic) clojH’flist, and 
.1 poet, a correspondent of \ ohniie" and also 
of the Pnnee de Ligne, who held him in 
great esteem I le was a m.istei of song, and 
reigned supiemc m die art of lelter-wriimg 
He had never composed a faulty \ersc, or 
written a letter that was not both witty and 
in excellent st}lc, however, in society he 
was wanting both in good taste and brecd- 
ing, giving w'ay to ill-tcmpei and familiarity. 

* Till. CliLMlier lie I’laL wus i bngidicr m tin. Ivmf^'s cn\.'ilr), 
Iminf; bo-ii niipointctl on 25lh Jul) 1762 \ crj inlinntc Mitli 

the 0110111.111 fninil) 'intl Mndmicdii Defr-int, be 11 mentioned in the 
htlcr s correspondence 

■! It vns he w ho M rote n letter to the pntnirch of rcrncynbout 
n Indlj -executed commission commencing ns follous “ Vou must, 
sir, be X cry stupid," etc This beginning threw Yolturc into an 
ecstis) of delight. 
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So as to make beheve that he dined with the 
Queen at the Polignacs on Sundays, he would 
arrive the first after dinner, that those who 
came after him should be deceived by this 
manoeuvre. He wrote regularly to the 
Pnnce about all that went on at Versailles 
during his absence. The following is an 
example of his letters — 

JdMuojy 1780 , 

What a turkey we have just eaten at the 
Comtesse Diane si My goodness what a 
fine bird 1 M de Poix had sent it from the 
poultry yard There were eight of us round 
It the lady of the house, Madame la 
Comtesse Jules, Madame d Henin and 
Madcime de la Force M le Comte d Artois, 
M de Vaudreuil the Chevalier de Crussol 
and myself 

WTiile we were eating the turkcj but 
wthout reference to it some one mentioned 
you my Pnnce. Stay let me recall who it 
was? A lad) no a man — )cs, certamJj 
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a man, for he said Chariot^ and our ladies 
are not given to such familiarities It was 
the man who was on Madame la Comtesse 
Jules' left hand Let me see , I was next 
to the poet , here sat the Chevalier de 
Crussol, and there M de Vaudreuil, and 

then Ah ' now I’ve got it, it was M 

le Comte d’ Artois , yes, I am sure of it now 
He said ‘ By the bye, who can tell me if 
Chariot has arrived at Brussels — ‘I can, 
your Highness, for I have received four lines 
m his own handwriting, and am myself going 
to write to him , who has any message 
to send ^ ’ All immediately answered m a 
chorus ‘ I have, I have, I have ’ In the 
confusion I could distinguish these words 
‘ I embrace him, I love him , tell him to 
come, we expect him ’ When the hubbub 
had subsided the soft voice of Madame la 
Comtesse Jules commenced more audibly 
‘ Tell him that if he had dated his last letter 
more distinctly, I would not have failed to 
answer it , but that, although assisted by 



40 


PH/ACESSE DE ZJGNE 


several experts in the art of deciphering' it 
was impossible ibr me even to suspect from 
what place it had been written, and consc 
queotly to what place I should direct my owm' 
Thereupon we conversed about you 
and then about Admiral Kcppel then 
of the turkey then of the capture of 
our two fngates, then of the Spanish In 
quisitioo then of a large gruyere cheese 
which our ambassador in Switierland has 
just sent his children, then of the strange 
conduct of the Spaniards towards us, and 
at last of Mademoiselle Theodore, who 
upon my life, dances better than ever and 
who pleased us yesterday as much by her 
talent as Mademoiselle C6cile by her youth 
ful charms. To morrow the Queen t\iil 
receive for the first time till now she has 
only seen those who have the petiics tR 
tr6ts she is rather thinner but otherwise 
her health leaves nothing to be desired 
The King is still the good husband, the good 
fathcTj, and the gxxjd man he has alwajs 
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been , it is impossible to be near him with- 
out admiring him as the personification of 
honesty, and without being sincerely attached 
to his person I assure you we are fortunate 
m possessing such a royal couple may God 
preserve them on the throne where His good- 
ness has placed them > We are all going 
to-morrow to Pans to inaugurate the charm- 
ing little house M le Due de Coigny has 

bought, and m which we shall have 

What do you think we shall have ^ 

Our first grand entertainment — a regular 
house-warming We shall have farces, pro- 
verbs, verses, songs, and pleasures of all 
kinds. It will be a beautiful ceremony 

“A propos of verses you have not seen 
those I wrote the other day for the Queen, 
threatening to play her the trick she most 
dreads — that is, to name her at the opera 
ball Here it is — 

“Dans ce temple ou I’mcognito 
R^gne avec la folie, 

Vous n’^tes gr3,ce au domino 
Ni reme m jolie. 
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Sons CO doable d^gmsemcnt 
Rant (Ftoo ignorrfe, 

Jo VDOi nomine et pnbUquemerrt 
oos eeret ador^ ^ 

I implore you Pnocc, ray very dear 
Pnnce, do not massacre ray song m 
honounng me by singing it yourself leave 
that care to my cousin, "who will give it its 
full value love her for me, and tell her I 
shall go to Brussels on my head if necessar), 
to see her you raust love me, both of jou.”* 

The Queen was an object of devo- 
tion to the Pnnce de Ligne Who could 

> Iq thii tasplc, 

Rdcn u wcO w btif 
\cpa are, ihuks to tba dooilBrs 
Ndtbftr qn«a Dor bcwrty 
Under Lhb t^rofoU dhptlse 
LaBghliic^y nnknoinj, 

Sboold I BSiDe 700. Ukd tt cmee 
V ou vtn be poUlcl^ adored. 

^ > la e<d*T In dodUde tWi fomertph, wt mwl eiplaio ihn tbe 

drodfelly oflt of hme and ihal the preteodej coodn 
^ AapilVji » d Hannrtalre, danchlrt of the dkedor of 
Bmrwh »lw UBff beaaUftiny tod war rtry iiv- 
rfo "ntdl^ fa lore »}U» her l liiJ tlajf 
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see the unfoitunatc j\Iaiic Antoinette without 
adoiing her^” he wiitcs thirty years later ^ 
“ I only realised it the day she said to me 
* hly mother is displeased at ) our remaining 
so long at Versailles , go and spend some 
days at your post, fiom thence \Mite letteis 
to Vienna, m oider to show \\heie you are, 
then come back ’ Such kindness, such delicacy 
on her part, and still more the idea of having 
to spend a fortnight without seeing hei, drew 
tears from my eyes , but the charming heed- 
lessness, which preserved her from all coquetry 
prevented her noticing my emotion 

As I do not believe m a passion 
^\hlch cannot be reciprocated, a fortnight 
was sufficient to cure me of a sentiment I 
now admit for the first time, and which, for 
fear of ridicule, I never should have confessed 
to any one else Have I ever seen in 

her society anything that did not bear the 
impress of grace, kindliness, and good taste ? 

1 Sec Fragfuents of unedited J\re»totrs of the Pnuce dc Lignc, 
published in the Revue Nouvellc Pans, 1 840 
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She intuitively knew an intriguer mfles off 
and hated every kind of deceit that is why 
she preferred the society of the Pohgnacs and 
their fnends — that is to say Valentine Ester 
hazi B&enval Vaudreufl Sigur and myself 
If the Pnnce worshipped the Queen, on 
the other hand he had little esteem for the 
King He wntes The King — m whom I 
hoped to find some good qualities whom it 
may be said I have protected whose mind I 
have endeavoured to elevate by interesting 
discourses instead of his hunting topics or 
idiotic conversation — cares for nothing but 
tomfoolery His practical jokes are aUvajs 
aimed at Conflans Coign) or the Pohgnacs 
fnends. The Queen has managed to cure 
him of this habit It ^vas at bedtime that 
his Majesty liked to worr) us. He possessed 
however a certain tact in the midst of his 
roi^h jokes. One da) when he was threaten 
ing us with his blue ribbon which he tried to 
throT\ at some ones head the Due dc La\nl 
withdrew The King said * Do not fear 
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Monsieur , it has nothing to do with you ’ 
Coigny, the eternal fault-finder, said to 
me one day ‘Would you like to know what 
these three brothers are ^ A fat locksmith, 
the wit of a country public- house, and a 
street fop ’ The two last epithets applied to 
Monsieur and the Comte d’ Artois ” 

When the Prince returned to Bel CEil he 
delighted his youthful daughter-m-law with 
these tales , for although she liked Flanders 
fairly well when not there alone with her 
mother-in-law, she could not help regretting 
Pans, when her husband’s duties recalled him 
to the army, and her fickle father-in-law went 
off on his incessant travels 

It will be remembered that the Dowager- 
Princess had absolutely refused to consent to 
a residence m Pans during the winter months 
She was right, for although the officers 
generally returned to their respective capitals 
during the bad season, the military profession 
did not allow much leisure time, and Prince 
Charles, being m the Austrian service, would 
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scarcely have been able to spend his leave in 
Pans. The young Pnncess tvould therefore 
have been left to the care of an aunt, who 
had no authonty over her or to that of a 
father in law more absorbed in amusing him 
self than acting as mentor to his daughter in 
law This delicate and dangerous position 
had naturally alarmed the Pnncesse de Lignc, 
but H^^e had not such foresight the 
pleasure she antiapated of appearing /n the 
briUiant society of which she had only just 
caught a glimpse outweighed any feelings of 
prudence, and she quite hoped to obtain her 
husband s consent in the matter 

The first step consisted of her prcsenta 
tion at Court Heline had gamed an all) m 
her aunt the Pnncess, who was quite read) 
to conduct her pretty niece to Versailles but 
the latter wished to make her appearance 
there with all the honours of \\'ar — that is, ^^th 
those of the iabojtrct^ This could onl) he 
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obtained by virtue of certain rights The 
rank of grandee of Spam was a sufficient 
title The Prince de Ligne possessed this 
rank, and Hdldne persuaded her husband to 
ask the Prince to make it over to him Such 
a request was not a small affair The young 
Prince was rather embarrassed, the more so 
that this request would entail another, that of 
a grant of money Magnificent costumes and 
jewels, etc , had absorbed the largest part of 
the young couple’s income However, in- 
capable of refusing any wish of his wife’s, 
Prince Charles took heart, and decided upon 
writing He immediately received from his 
father, who was then at Versailles, the most 
charming reply — 

Versailles, lof/i September 17S0 
“Is It not, my dear Charles, a droll thing 
to be married ^ You will manage to get 
on, for, after all, one is bound more or less 
according to circumstances It is only fools 
who do not know how to turn the posi- 
tion to account meanwhile you have a very 
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pretty httle wife, whom without false shame 
you may iove. Although from father to son 
we have been called LamoraJ without knowing 
whether he is a saint I am neither moral, 
moralist nor morahser enough to preach, and 
I make fun of those who do not believe in 
my morality which consists in trjnng to 
make all around me happy I feel quite sure 
that this 13 your case also , without having a 
whole array of pnnciples, this is one of the 
four or five I have adopted as a second 
education my first as I told you is that 
to be a liar or a coward would bring me with 
sorrow to my grave. Certainly my dear fellow , 
you have well understood this short lesson. 

And now let us come to business. 
Take as much money as yxni require mj 
men of business must hav e it or obtmn it , 
that IS one subject done with The 

Queen said she will make my affair do Kccurs' j 


1 An auio of ib< rrtoee do In Ffaircr and abool wWch 
be had a Uwtsit > ibe flame of th* oisie b p<tco an ccJ liVc 
(beam), hence the rnnee a jwu 
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a success, and, when I told her that my 
affaires de c(£ur (love affairs) were successful, 
she said / was a fool Koeurs settled, that 
makes two affairs done with Your uncle, the 
Bishop of Wilna, who fancies that you or I 
may some day be King of Poland, wants us 
to obtain the indigdnat , we shall get it, that 
is another affair terminated 

“ Our aunt of the Tuileries wants your 
wife to have the tabouret, she has a fancy for 
going to Versailles, and for that purpose 
wishes me to cede to you the grandezza I 
have already written to the King of Spam 
and to the minister on the subject, and have 
spoken of it to the ambassador Fourth 
affair concluded, leaving me the prospect of 
taking cold, by being obliged to get down at 
the gates of the Court, where only the coaches 
of the grandees of Spain are allowed to enter, 
as m the Luxembourg and elsewhere 

“ Here are two sources of economy for 
me I — the King’s play and coucher, which 
no longer cost me anything 

VOL II 2 2 
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^Vhat anno) 3 me is to hear clever people 
say foolish things to hear tvar discussed b) 
idlers, who have never seen anything but 
military exerasea, and those badly done 
disinterestedness proclaimed by women who 
manage to get pensions bv dint of torment 
mg the ministers and the Queen who is a 
thousand tunes too bind , to hear sensi 
bility professed by those who hate had at 
least twenty lovers. And then the m 
tnguers 1 the obtrusive I and the wicbed 1 
How often this makes m) blood boil but a 
quarter of an hour later I forget it all 

Shall I tell you a foolish sa) mg of mine, 
considered as such by all the ro)^!! famil) ? 
You know that at the town theatre I am 
under the Kings box, amongst the public 
you will remember the mirror in La fausse 
Alagie' At the close of the ph) it was 
dreadfullj cold and the King complained of 
It as well as of the coldness of the acting 1 


» Tkt /jIm 1/ a <oibIc opm bj Grhs^ 
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said ‘ It IS because the ddnouement is d la 
glace The two brothers” hooted me out 
loud for this pun. This existence at Ver- 
sailles IS delightful , it IS like life in a 
country-house. I embrace your wife and 
your mother for having had wit enough to 
make me a Charles like yourself 

P.S — By the bye, I had already 
planned in my head a grove for my Charles, 
a fountain that will bear the name of H diene, 
and a bower for their children 

“ I shall work at it as soon as I leave 
Versailles, to go and tell you, ttUh qttanh, 
that I love you with all my heart ” 

' A pun on the word glace, which in French means either ice or 
a looking-glass 

~ hlonsieur and the Comte d’Artois 
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The two Princa joaraer to Berlin— Pi:*tndt of Frederick the 
Gresd— Jooniey to Stint Petenbrap— PortiiJt of the Empren 
Ct the riDC — Ketnra Joorocf throcfb Poliod — The BUbopt 
Toldence at \^ aVy— The Diet at \\ tiiaw— The 
The return to Bd <Tn , 

The Pnace had not spoken lighti) when he 
said to his son that they would go to Poland 
for the vidi§^^)U24^ In the midst of all the 
pleasures and amusements of VersaiUes he 
suddenly departed Family interests he 
says, obliged me to undertake a longjoumc} 
My son Charles has mamed a prett) little 
Pole, but her family has given us paper m 
lieu of hard cash* Their claims were on the 
Russian Court it w’as neccssarj to go and 
present them. In June 1780 I started for 

* The iboogh diffcdrg from narurilmiloei, cc<^mtd 

OQ {bene wbo ohuioe^l it uB the pntflecet telooclac t9 tJ>e*e ia 
dijfeooos to the *011 
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Vienna, Prague, Dresden, Berlin, Saint 
Petersburg, Warsaw, Cracow, — where I had 
much to do, — Mog}dani,^ Ldopol, and Brunn, 
— where I was in love. I must not forget to 
add that I started from Pans and the Rue de 
Bourbon, from the house of the Duchesse de 
Pohgnac, who had just been confined," and 
where I had dined with the Queen I 
promised to return at the same hour m six 
months’ time, and ordered my livery coach 
and courier in consequence ” 

The sum of money the Prince de Ligne 
claimed in the name of his daughter- in- 
law was considerable. It amounted to four 
hundred thousand roubles, which were well 
worth the trouble of recovering However, 
we incline to the belief that these family 
affairs were merely a cloak for political de- 
signs , the journey was probably intended to 
carry on the preliminaries of a negotiation 

1 An estate belonging to the Pnncesse Charles 

2 The Duchess had given birth to the Comte Armand Jules de 
Pohgnac on 14th May 1780 
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begun by Josfeph 11 and the Empress 
Catherine in their interview at Mohileff 
The Pnnce started from Vienna, whither 
he had gone to receive his final instructions 
His companions on the journey were his son 
Charles and his friend the Chevalier de 
lisle. 

' I made de 1 Isle a colonel ” he says ' by 
simply saying when in Austna, Prussia, 
Poland and Russia that he was one, and 
buying him a pair of epaulets. I was also 
obhged to knight him he adds, m order 
to distinguish him in foreign parts from 
the Abbh of the same name. ‘ 

The Princes started on their journej a 
year after the war of the Bavanin succes- 
sion had ended. This irar entailed on 
the Kmg of Prussia a large expenditure of 
men horses, and money it procured hrni 
an appearance of honesty and disinterested 


I The AlA^ DtliHe, boni Ml Afcoerme « rtJS 

dW In rnrU 00 I»t Uij 1813, llo onl ■ mombet of itc Ftrncli 
Atndmr tod M • rod folorol Cororoin cUcWtr TVo-h Ip* 1 j 
dtfleioilly the namt wnj pfocoonerj lo tb* ton* wnp 
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ness, and some political amenities, but it 
brought him no military honour, and caused 
him to entertain very bitter feelings towards 
us Without any apparent reason the King 
forbade Austrian officers to enter his domin- 
ions without a special permit signed by him 
The Austrian Court retaliated by making the 
same rule with regard to Prussian officers 
This gave rise to mutual discomfort without 
reason or profit Being of a confiding nature, 
I thought I could do without a permit, but 
the desire to have a letter from the great 
Frederick, rather than the fear of being badly 
received, induced me to write to him ” 

Instead of one letter the Prince de Ligne 
received three, all charming For fear of 
missing him the King had written from 
Potsdam to Vienna, Dresden, and Berlin 
The travellers arrived at Potsdam on the 
28th of June 

“ Having to wait until twelve o’clock, at 
which hour I was to be presented to the 
King, together with my son Charles and M 
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de 1 Isle, I went to the parade groiind, and 
was soon surrounded and escorted b) Austrian 
deserters especially those from my own regi 
ment, who tried to fawn upon me and ask my 
forgiveness for having left me. The hour for 
the presentation amved and theKmg received 
me in the most charmmg fashion. Themihtarj 
stiffness of headquarters was exchanged for 
a tender and benevolent welcome. He said 
he did not know I had so old a son. 

He has even been mamed a jear Sire. 
May I ask to whom ? 

To a Pole— a Massalskt 
What, a Massalski ? Do you know 
what her grandmother did ? 

No Sire, replied Charles. 

She fired off the cannon at the siege of 
Dantzic — she fired and made them fire, and 
defended the phee, when her part) who had 
lost their heads, only thought of yielding 

^^^omcn arc unaccountable creatures 
said I strong and w'cak by turns cautious and 
dissimulaung they arc capable of anything 
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“ ‘No doubt,’ said M de I’lsle, annoyed at 
not having been spoken to, and he added, 
with a familiarity which met with no success, 

‘ See, for instance ’ 

“ The King interrupted him at the end of 
half a second In order to satisfy de I’lsle I 
told the King that M de Voltaire had died 
m his arms , so that the King asked him a 
few questions. He answered rather too 
lengthily, and went away Charles and I 
remained for dinner 

“ Every day the King had long conversa- 
tions with me, often of five hours at a time, and 
completely fascinated me fine arts, war, medi- 
cine, literature and religion, philosophy, moral 
philosophy, history and legislation, were all re- 
viewed m turn The great eras of Augustus 
and Louis XIV , the refined society of the 
Romans, the Greeks, and the F ranks , the 
chivalry of Francis the First, the frankness 
and valour of Henry the Fourth , the revival 
of learning , anecdotes of clever men of former 
days, and their failings , Voltaire’s errors. 
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Maupertuis 3 irritability and I know not hat 
else. In fact, anything and evcTyrhing 
The most varied and wittiest things were 
said by the King in a soft, low and agrec- 
able voice, with an inexpressibly graceful 
movement of the lips The charm of his 
manner was I think, the reason uh) one 
did not notice that like Homers heroes, he 
was rather a babbler though certainly a sub- 
lime one His eyes always too hard m his 
portraits although strained with work and 
the fatigues of ^^-ar softened m their expres 
Sion when listening to or relating some 
noble deed or trait of sensibilit) 

One morning as I arrived at the palace 
the King came forward and said ' I fear 1 
must be the bearer of bad news I ha\c just 
heard that Pnnee Charles of Lorraine is 
dying He looked to sec what effect the 
new-s wTjuld ha\’Ti on me, and seeing the tears 
fall from mj C)cs, be griduall} and genii) , 
changed the coni ersation. The ne.xi da) 
the moment he saw me the King came up 
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and said with an air of the deepest con- 
cern ‘ Since you must hear of the death of 
a man who loved you and honoured man- 
kind, it IS better that it should be through 
some one who feels it as sincerely as 
I do, poor Prince Charles is no more'’ 
He was deeply affected as he said these 
words ” 

After a conversation during which the 
King had spoken unceasingly for nearly an 
hour, the Prince, finding the part of listener 
rather monotonous, seized upon an allusion 
to Virgil, and said — 

“ ‘What a grand poet. Sire, but what a bad 
gardener ' ’ 

“‘How true' Did I not try to plant, 
sow, dig, and hoe, with the Georgies as 
my guide ? “But, Sire,” the gardener used 
to say, not knowing who I was “You are 
a fool, and your book also , it is not so 
that one sets to work ” Good heavens, 
what a climate ' would you believe it, God 
and the sun refuse me everything' Look 
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at my orange, olive, and lemon trees, thej 
are all dying of hunger 

‘Laurels I see, are the only trees that 
will g^w for your Majesty 

The Kmg gave me a delighted look 
and to cap my msipid remark with a bit of 
nonsense, I quickly added And then Sire, 
there are too many grenadiers' m this countiy 
they swallow up everything The King 
laughed for it is only nonsense that makes 
one laugh. 

The Pnnce knew that the Kmg could 
not bear M de Ried and that it nxis be 
cause the latter had mentioned the taking 
of Beriin by Marshal Haddik that the King 
had conceived such a dislike for him there 
fore, when Frederick asked him if he found 
Berlin much altered he took care not to re 
mind him that he v.-as one of those v\ho took 
possession of it m 1760. He ivas pleased 
\\ith my reticence, for he was nn old wiranJ 


» CranUtm In Frctjdi trth tlie MlilkT tud 

p om t e raaaK trw 
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who guessed everything, and whose tact was 
the finest that ever existed ” 

The Prince asked him a bold question 
when speaking about France 

There is everything, Sire, in that country, 
and it really deserves to be happy , it is re- 
ported that your Majesty had said that 
if one wished to have a happy dream, one 
ought ” 

“Yes,” interrupted the King, “that is 
true — one ought to be King of France ” 
After spending a delightful fortnight at 
Potsdam, the Princes took leave of the 
King of Prussia with regret, and continued 
their journey, arriving at Saint Petersburg m 
the month of August 

The Empress received the Prince de 
Ligne with the greatest distinction , she was 
already acquainted with him through Voltaire’s 
letters and the accounts the Emperor Joseph 
had given her at Mohileff Catherine found 
him worthy of all the praise she had heard of 
him, and writes — 
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admire, and constant admiration is ter) 
fatigiung 

■ Is It not true that )iou did not expe« to 
find me so stupid ? 

In truth I thought it would be necessar) 
to have all ones wits about one, that )our 
Majesty allowed yourself all license, and was a 
perfect firework of wit but I infinitely prefer 
your careless style of conversation which be 
comes sublime t\ hen treating of noble passages 
of history or examples of sensibility or great 
ness And the Empress heartd) laughed at 
this clever mingling of frankness and flatter) 

It ivas this contrast of simplicity in iibat 
she said with the great deeds she per 
formed that made her interesting A tnflc 
amused her she tvas pleased at the smallest 
joke, and cleverly turned it to account. 
One day I told her that to silence the 
reproaches of a lad) who was displeased 
wath my scarat) of talk and looking bored 
in her house I replied that I bad just heard 
of the death of an aunt who had brought me 
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up When the Empress was bored on the 
grand reception days, she would say to me 
‘ My uncle is about to die ’ Then I would 
hear it murmured ‘ We are going to have a 
mourning ’ And all the Court would search 
up the uncle m the almanac, and of course 
not find him ” 

However great the fascination Catherine 
exercised over the Prince, she did not make 
him forget Marie-Thdrese, and towards the 
end of his stay he wrote “The Empress 
Marie -Thdrese had certainly much greater 
charm and fascination Our Empress carried 
one away the impression made by the 
Russian Empress was much weaker at first, 

f 

but gradually increased However, they re- 
sembled each other m this, that if the universe 
had crumbled away they would have been 
found impavidas fenent 'j'tizfKz No power 
on earth would have made them yield , their 
great souls were proof against adversity , 
enthusiasm preceded the one and followed 
the other ” 
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It was, however necessary for the Prince to 
tear himself awaj from the delights of this 
charming abode. But before their departure 
the Empress laughing said to the Prince 
father ‘As you told me that you would either 
sell, gamble, or lose any diamonds I should 
give jou, here are only a hundred roubles 
worth round my portrait on this ring I"' 

To this present Catherine added jetvcls for 
the Pnncesse de Ligne and her daughters 
Prince Charles received a nch casket for 
Hdldne, and the Princes left for Poland, 
havmg forgotten only one thing \ir. the 
claim of four hundred thousand roubles, for 
which they had undertaken their joumc) 


* It U taid. ll«*t Ctlberinrt fnendsk / fof tbe Priao: UfM 
becaiM a irarmer •etrtiment, »i>d art dlipwed to Wloc b 
wbcQ ve resd tbe toor Ictteo that Cricam vrMt io tbc Eraffni 
»boiit tlrt Prtace, of wbocB je*Iow. It wID le Uier « 

that be exdted rotenldn % )cak«ijr u wD. Pe ibti u b may lb? 
Prtoec wai reiy dlaaeet oo the u tiao co that c/ tht 

poiUl^ ca c a v mi iixtt he had with ihe JEmyrra^ for be relate* 
nothhjg aboot tbetn, not e*eo fa rtftience to ^^e cai 

hardly beUtre hu were i that be dU not looch orco the rjL)«l J the 
IMnee**e Charier m roUth, and CilherirH! mlctii well itirw 
that bee Ciifaer4a*l4w aad hwhand took toeue Inteerrl fa that 
happy cwmtry 
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“ For,” says the Prince gaily, “ it seemed to 
me a want of delicacy to take advantage of 
the favour with which I was received to 
obtain favours ” 

The Bishop of Wilna received the Prince 
at his residence of Werky, a short distance 
from Warsaw “Werky,” writes the Prince, 
“was a fortunate child of nature, — a large 
river, three smaller ones, and a chain of 
mountains, separated two valleys Four or 
five waterfalls, three islands, manufactories, 
castles, a windmill, a port, a rum, two convents 
of handsome appearance, natural undulations, 
temples to Vulcan, to Bacchus, and one to 
Unity, which is to be erected upon piles, and a 
kind of bridge at the meeting of three pretty 
rivulets, an obelisk, a fisherman’s and a work- 
man’s hut, bridges, some ornate, others 
rustic, complete the attractions of this mag- 
nificent estate I advise and direct every- 
thing ” 

The Dietine (sub- Diet) of Wilna had 
assembled to elect deputies for the Diet of 
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Warsaw The Bishop gathered round his 
table eighty four Polish gentlemen, near!) all 
wearing the national costume, and ha\Tng 
their heads shaved after the Polish fashion. 
Before dinner each of them came up to salute 
the Bishop by respectfully kissing the hem of 
his robe. At the end of the repast healths 
were drunk the Bishop proclaimed the name 
of the person whose health was proposed 
then he filled an antique cup beautiful!) 
chased emptied it and turned it over shomng 
that he had drained it to the bottom He 
then passed it to his right hand neighbour 
and in this way it nent round the tabic 
These toasts were altt'a)s celebrated with 
champagne or Tokay After an interesting 
sojourn at Werky and WHna, the Pnnccs 
accompanied by the I^ishop started for War 
saw We ha\e seen that in the negotiations 
for the mamage of the Due d Elbecuf ivith 
Helene the Pnnee Bishop nnd the Marquis 
dc Mirabcau had dreamt of the Polish throne 

for the young Princess s future husband This i 
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idea had taken possession of the Bishop’s 
brain , and the accounts that were given to him 
of Saint Petersburg, and the peculiarly cordial 
reception that the Princes had received, 
confirmed him in it Persuaded that the 
Prince was far advanced m the Empress’s 
good graces, and convinced that the King 
Stanislaus - Augustus was no longer m 
favour, the Bishop, ever ready to throw 
himself into a new adventure, took ad- 
vantage of the opening of the Diet to pro- 
pose the Marshal as candidate for the 7;/- 
digdiiat 

“You will one day be King of Poland,” 
said the enthusiastic Bishop , “ what a change 
will come over European affairs I what good 
luck for the Lignes and Massalski'” The 
Marshal laughed, but, although he ridiculed 
these sayings, he allowed matters to proceed 
“I had a fancy,” he says, “to please the 
nation assembled for the Diet, and accord- 
ingly presented myself” 

Twenty-five candidates came forward to 
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obtain tbe indiginat twent) four of them 
were set aside, the Pnoce alone was retained 
but It required a unanimous vote, and three 
opponents came forward * Thej were near!) 
cut down and the violence of one of the 
nunaos,^ who laid his hand on his sword 
uttering very threatening words nearly broke 
up the Diet and my too zealous partisan had 
a narrow escape of losing his head. 

I sought my opponents, I succeeded 
in overcoming their prejudices and that so 
thoroughly that they said with a grace and 
eloquence worthy of their countr} that, in 
favour of an acquisition the) considered so 
honourable, they v\ould. each m turn solicit 
the vote of one of their fnends Against all 
custom I rushed into the nuncios hall and 
embraced the musiachios of these three 
orators. It electnfied me. for I began an 
oration m)sclf — in Latin too! then I took 
them by the hand and m) adi antes resulted 


I TIk pDliib depoUrt oW BOoden. 
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in a general sgocfa,'^ which rang thiee times 
through the hall, nearly bringing it down, so 
great were the universal acclamations.” 

After having obtained the good graces of 
the Empress Catherine, laid out the Bishop 
of Wilna's gardens, gained the indigduaf, and 
become almost as popular at Waisaw as in 
Brussels, the Prince de Ligne, faithful to his 
word, arrived at Versailles to the very day, 
SIX months after having left it 

^ The sgcJa was the cr) which announced the unanimit} of the 
\ote 




Ufe at Stf CH? — Tb* Artfadocbot CIIrist^se, Goraoor of tb* 
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HfiitNE awaited her husbands return with 
the greatest impatience, for during Jiu 
absence and that of his father her life had 
not been an easy one. 

The Dowager Princess generally took ad 
vantage of her husbands absence to reduce 
the expenses of her household and re 
establish as much as possible, a condition 
of things too often upset b) the Pnncc. 
who like the amiable spcndthnft that he 
was gail) threw milhons out of the nvin 
dow Heline would gladly ha\c taken 
her share in superintending the household 
for she had Icamt at the Consent how 
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to keep house, and was naturally proud of 
her acquirements She gracefully proffered 
her services to her mother-in-law, anxious to 
display her domestic qualities, but the Prm- 
cesse de Ligne was not disposed to share 
her authority with any one, and coldly refused 
her daughter-m-law’s offer Helene, rebuffed 
and humiliated, did not complain, but it left 
a feeling of rancour m her mind, and from 
that moment the relations between mother 
and daughter-in-law became more strained 
At last the Prince’s six months’ journey drew 
to a close, and it was with twofold joy that 
H diene hailed her husband’s return, and the 
end of the harsh tutelage under which she 
had been living 

The Princes found their family at 
Brussels, and in the spring went to Bel CEil, 
where they spent the summer together, with 
the exception of Prince Louis, who was 
detained by his service in Pans, and could 
seldom be with them The life at Bel 
OEil was extremely gay and animated , the 
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stream of visitors was incessant, and poured 
in from all sides — Brussels, Pans and 
even Vienna. The officers of the de Lignc 
regiment came to stay in turns. Not onl) 
did the Prince keep open house — that is to 
say that people could come and spend the 
day there without any previous Tv-animg but 
there was also a certam number of apartments 
kept m readiness for any ur\expectcd guests 
who might come for a longer % isit. Among 
the intimates at Bel CEil were the most 
charming women of the Court of Brussels 
Although the de Lignes provided ample 
entertainment and amusement for their 
guests, a due part of the da) was devoted 
to more serious occupations The mom 
mgs were given up to stud) Music, litcra 
ture, drawing etc. were cultivated m turn 
Christine pastes and unpastes HcMenc sings 
and is cnchanung wrote the Pnnee, As 
for him he was no sooner up than, book in 
hand he went to his island of flora, or 
\\orkcd m his Idinr) or else inspected the 
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gardens He already possessed a private 
printing-press in his house at Brussels, he 
installed another at Bel CEil, which was a 
source of great amusementd Prince Charles 
in particular busied himself with it, but he 
confined himself to publishing the works of 
others, his fathci, the Chevalier de I’lsle, and 
the Abbd Pa) ez, provided ample material for 
the small presses of Bel OEil 

Prince Charles, \\ho was an enthusiastic 
admirer of pictures, had found time, in spite 
of his studies and militai*)^ duties, to make a 
magnificent collection of original drawings, 
both of ancient and modern masters " He 
was a thorough connoisseur, and drew well 
himself, he even undertook to engrave 
some of the drawings m his collection, and 


1 The ^ olutncs printed at Bel CLil are extremely i-are and much 
in demand M Adolphe GailTe is in possession of one of the two 
known copies of the Cheralier dc I’IsIe’s poems From a memo 
random left by the Princess, ne believe that part of her childhood’s 
Mttnotrs was pnnted by her husband at Bel CEil 

- A catalogue of them was made by Adam Bartsch in 1794 , it 
contained six thousand numbers 
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sent for the celebrated Bartsch to gi\e him 
lessons at Bel CEil H41^e interested her 
self in her husbands occupations, and, while 
he was engraving put the drawings m order 
studied under his guidance die different; sty'}es 
of each master and became quite an en 
hghtened amateur TTiese mtellectua! oc 
cupations took up the first half of the diy 
after which the family and numerous visitors 
assembled for dinner After an hours rest 
they all went into the gardens where thc) 
wandered about, or indulged m revene, or 
gathered together according to taste. There 
were a hundred different pastimes and i 
hundred different ways of enjojing ones self 
the Pnnee hid anticipated c\cr) taste and 
every wish Sometimes the) went long 
excursions on horseback or in carnages to 
the beautiful forest of Baudour adjoining the 
woods of Bel CEil or thc> sailed on the 
large lake which was connected with the 
canals n\crs and smaller lakes of the park i 
The boats were decked out with streamers I 
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and manned by small boatmen dressed m 
the Prince’s livery “ During the lovely 
summer evenings,” he writes, “ our excur- 
sions on the water, with music and a 
bright moonlight, were most agreeable to 
the ladies ” 

The Prince never forgot them m his 
rustic arrangements , well beaten-paths, so 
that they might not wet their pretty feet, 
bowers of roses, jasmine, orange trees, and 
honeysuckle, led to the ladies’ baths. They 
found shaded benches and rustic cabins, 
and also “their embroidery frames, their , 
knitting, their netting, and, above all, their 
black writing-books Sand or something 
else was often wanting, but they con- 
tained secrets unknown both to lovers and 
husbands, and, used as desks by their 
owners, served to write many a pretty little 
he” 

At this period Brussels presented the most 
brilliant and animated aspect Prince Charles 
of Lorraine had been succeeded by the Arch- 
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sent for the celebrated Bartsch to give him 
lessons at Bel CEil Hdl^ne interested her 
self m her husband s occupations and while 
he was engraving' put the drawings m order 
studied under his guidance the different st) Ics 
of each master, and became quite an cn 
lightened amateur These intellectual oc 
cupations took up the first half of the daj 
after which the family and numerous visitors 
assembled for dinner After an hours rest 
the> all went into the gardens where the) 
wandered about or indulged in rcvenc, or 
gathered together according to taste. There 
were a hundred different pastimes and a 
hundred different wa)s of enjo)ang one s self 
the Prince had antiapatcd ever) taste and 
everj w'lsh Sometimes the) went long 
excursions on horseback or in carmges to 
the beautiful forest of Daudour adjoining the 
woods of Bel QZil or the> sailed on the 
large lake which was connected with the 
canals nvers and smaller lakes of the park. , 
The boats were decked out with streamers I 
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and manned by small boatmen dressed m 
the Prince’s livery “ During the lovely 
summer evenings,” he writes, “ our excur- 
sions on the water, with music and a 
bright moonlight, were most agreeable to 
the ladies.” 

The Prince never forgot them in his 
rustic arrangements , well beaten -paths, so 
that they might not wet their pretty feet, 
bowers of roses, jasmine, orange trees, and 
honeysuckle, led to the ladies’ baths. They 
found shaded benches and rustic cabins, 
and also “their embroidery frames, their . 
knitting, their netting, and, above all, their 
black writing-books Sand or something 
else was often wanting, but they con- 
tained secrets unknown both to lovers and 
husbands, and, used as desks by their 
owners, served to write many a pretty little 
he ” 

At this period Brussels presented the most 
brilliant and animated aspect Prince Charles 
of Lorraine had been succeeded by the Arch- 
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duchess Mane Chnstine, formerly Regent of 
Hungary whereshe had enjoyed the pnvileges 
of a queen She held her court on a grand 
scale, and did the honours of it with grace 
and affability The Archduchess was con 
sidered the handsomest of Mane Therises 
four daughters. She danced so graceful!) 
and so lightly that directl) she began c\ er) 
one stopped to admire. Although pretending 
to be annoyed she was, on the contrai) fir 
from displeased at the admiration she pro- 
voked. She had mamed the Archduke Albcn 
of Saxe Teschen ‘ who vros entirely under his 
wifes influence and unlike I^nncc Charles of 
Lorraine, never gained the hearts of the riem 
ish Nevertheless the Archdukes gentle and 
easy character made him bclo\cd b) all who 
approached him. He was an intelligent 
connoisseur in pictures and formed two 


* Son of Acemtot ni Kloc of roUml | *frl fW I Jfm-U 
tli^ AtofrUo tnu/ lie tofn m tsih )o)y 17J' *"1 miTTV' 
CO *ih Ajrf 1766, SUrie Chrlttla* 
ilflCT of «be IjoprTCi 1«to on ijxh Mty 

in 17^ stxl the Arcbd Le Athert lo l 8 i 3 
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jnniinjhccJU ro])eciions of paintings and 
draw 



Tlu' Aruhduchuss and her husband took 
jdr’i^^ur* in ( ncnuraging art and lilcratiiic, 
itul J>rv,< eK ‘'oon bcc.une a li\cly literary 
Cl ni ; t A 11 that appeal cd in Fi ance — no\ els, 
I If} t! — was eager]) lead Seteral 
r<'\ n V. ' V 1 •“(' St irtcd The Piince de Ligne 
iu}c(’\'r a \<n!ag lldgian authors, and helped 
'data, in «\(r\ \\,i\ to the best of his 
rh.i.;) ihemsehes of the 

hird't la p i-'Iut he so graciously offered, 

^ i Mib c'lne to submit to him their 
s *, It ‘s nttdkss to say that they ex- 
tla 5 ' ‘mi* '.of Ikl Qiil and Baudour 
n *. (.r ' . wndi were reproduced in the 
tja?' It- .. *>i the tl >\ 

*o * 

If Bdgum had not liccomc the scene of 
•Ausc.d tA. .t , It probable that the Prince 
I '..odd h.n b.nn'iecl .i school of literature and 
tiM. , f..- he occasionally evinced in his 
v-TiSuigs t.'b 'U of the highest order. Ideas 
fio\\(d in cbunii.mce from his fertile pen, 
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and fae seemed merel) to jot them do\\*n on 
the paper haphazard His stjle, which k 
capricious, incorrect, and e\en obscure, is 
always lively and descnptive each word 
seems to fall naturally into its place under 
his pen wit abounds unexpected satirical, 
and sometimes most danng He has the 
greatest contempt for grammar, but this \cr) 
negligence, this lordl) indifference, gites to 
his wncings a most ongmal style. 

Moreover be possessed all the re 
quisites of an excdlcni enue but it must 
be acknowledged that he was blindlj in 
dulgcnt towards his owm poetry Unfortu 
nately gifted w ith deplorable facHii) he nc\ cr 
missed an opportunity of rh) ming Oncc\en 
mg when they had all gone for a long wnlk 
m the woods, they wandered so far into the 
forest that they complciclj lost thur wa\ 
and only found it thanks to a star Ifclcnc 
had noticed On the following day her 
father in law brought her a ballad set to 
n tunc then in ^oguc, «nd perhaps among 
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all those he has written, it may be con- 
sidered as one of the best — 

A. 

Atr Sotts la Verduie 

Un sombre voile 
Nous d^robait notre cbemin , 

Nous emons h. la belle dtoile, 

Mais nous amvons k la fin 
Grice k I’dtoile 

Est-ce r^toile 

Qui jadis guida vers un Dieu ? 

Ou de Vdnus est-ce I’dtoile ? 

Je penclie beaucoup en ce lieu 
Pour cette etoile 

Aupr^s d’Hdl^ne 
Conduit I’^toile du berger , 

Trop heureux celui qu’elle am^ne 
Tout juste k I’heure du berger 
Aupr^s d’Hdlfene ^ 

And so the days passed quickly and 
pleasantly, the only drawback in this happy 

1 To H^lexe. 

A dark mist 
Concealed our road , 

We wandered m the open air, 

But at last e reach our goal. 

Thanks to the star 
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scene being the state of Hil^nes health 
which required an amount of care her )outh 



to take. Two accidents had successnelj 
destroyed a hope dearl> cherished by her 
husband and even more by her father in 
law who was anxious that his beloved 
ChaHes should have a son. The waters of 
Spa then very much the fashion were rc 
commended H^^ne went there in the 
month of May 1782 accompanied by the 
Chevalier de 1 Isle, and her conient fnend 
Mademoiselle de Conflans, who \ns now 
Marquise de Coigny * and on intimate terms 

W tt U iSc »Ur 

That fomcrir kd m bcamswajdi ? 

Or ns h of \nnn the c^klbc u^r? 

I tin disposed to bdkw 

That h vu this btln star 


Tls to Iltlfae 
That this star led os. 

Too happy h* that liy U \ 

Cocn« jtrtt *1 the happy memret 
Near to 

‘ It *« to this wUly Marquise de Coljny that lie Tita^ 
L»cne addressed the eharntioc Ititets ■tuteo fnro Tsurti. 
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With the de Lignes H diene wrote to ap- 
point a meeting -place The Chevalier de 
risle, who had a ready pen and familiar 
style, answered as follows " Madame de 
Coigny embraces Mouchette,^ and exhorts 
her to wait for her to go to Spa till the 
fifteenth of next month ” H diene waited for 
her, and they started together with the 
Chevalier , he only remained a short time, 
and on his return wrote to the Prince de 
Ligne “ I did not write to you from Spa, my 
dear Prince, because I hoped to see you 
there, and then because I intended stopping 
at Brussels, at Bel OEil even , I had begged 
the Prmcesse Charles, who talks much better 
than I can write, to speak to you of me m 
her spare moments She has none ^ So 
much the better for both her and you, and 
so much the worse for me But I had my 
turn at Spa , twenty times I was on the 
point of writing, if only to tell you how 


1 Familiar nickname of the Prmcesse Charles 
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channing your daughter m law was, and then 
I reflected that you were not the man to 
Ignore it, and that when one has nothing 
fresh to say, one had better hold ones 
tongue. 

Shortly after the Chevaliers departure the 
Pnnce rejoined his daughter in law at Spa, 

A watenng place at that time tvas tuy 
much like what it is in our dajs, but the 
Pnnce desenbes it in the most spmtcd 
manner I amve in a large hall nhcre 
I find the maimed showng off their mans 
and their legs ndiculous names, titles, 
and faces clencal and worldly animals 
jumping and running races hypochondriac 
milords wandenng sadly about females 
from Pans entenng with roars of laughter 
to make one belies c they arc amiable and 
at their case, and hoping thereby to become 
so young men of all countnes counter 
feiung the English speakang with their 
teeth closed and dressed like grooms their 
hair cut short blacl and greasy wilh a 
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pair of Jewish whiskers surrounding dirty 
ears 

“ French bishops with their nieces , an ac- 
coucheur, decorated with the order of Saint 
Michael , a dentist with that of the Spur , 
dancing and singing masters in the uniform 
of Russian majors , Italians in that of Polish 
colonels, leading about young bears of that 
country , Dutchmen scanning the papers 
for the rate of exchange , thirty so-called 
Knights of Malta , ribbons of all colours, to 
the right and the left, at the buttonhole on 
both sides, orders of all kinds, shapes, and 
sizes 

“ Old duchesses returning from their 
walks armed with tall canes d la Venddme, 
and three coatings of white and rouge , 
marchionesses, cheating doubly at cards , 
horrible and suspicious faces, surrounded by 
piles of ducats, and swallowing up all those 
that were timidly put on the large green 
cloth , two or three electors m hunting- 
dress, striped with gold, armed with hunting- 
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knives a few pnnces incognito who would 
not produce a greater sensation under their 
own names , some old generals and ofiicers 
retired on account of wounds they nc\er 
received a few Russian pnnccsscs with their 
doctors and Palatines and Castilian ladies 
mth their young chiplaina. 

Americans and buigomasters of the 
neighbourhood convicts escaped from nil 
the different pnsons in Europe quacks of 
e\ery description, ad\enturcrs of all kinds 
abb^ of all countries. Twcnt> sick people 
Wildly dancing for their health fort) lo\crs 
or pretended lovers sweating and agitating 
themselics and sixtj feminine imitrcrs of 
more or less beaut) and innocence, clcicmcss 
and coquetr} modcst> and \ oluptuousnd' 

All this combined is called a danang break 
fast 

Mtei \eANw\g tl\e estaUUshmcnl of the 
mineral waters the Pnnee takes us to La 
Sau\cti6^ an elegant mecimg phcc for 
bathers The noist the burring sound of t 
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conversation, the uproar of the music, the 
intoxicating rhythm of the waltz, the passing 
and repassmg of the idlers, the oaths and 
sobs of the gamblers, both men and women, 
the weariness of this magic-lantern made me 
leave the hall I sit down, and I see some 
water dnnkers religiously counting their 
glasses and their steps, and congratulating 
themselves, perhaps rather sadly, on the im- 
provement of their digestion Some ladies 
join their group 

“ ‘ Do you digest the waters, Madame 
“ ‘ Yes, sir, since yesterday ’ 

“ ‘ Does your Excellency begin to digest^’ 
she says to the minister of an ecclesiastical 
court 

“‘I have the honour to inform your 
Excellency,’ he answers, ‘that I perspire from 
eight o’clock in the evening till ten, and that 
I sweat completely from ten till midnight If 
I had not so much business to transact for 
his Grace, I should be entirely cured by the 


treatment 
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H^fene returned to Spa in 1783 and 
met there Madame de Sabran bom a 
d Andlau/ who became later the Marquise de 
Boufflers She was one of the most charming 
women of her time, and pleased c\ er) one 
who saw her by her appearance her elegance 
and the Undliness of her nature. She 
accompanied b) her little son Elzear de 
Sabran who little thought of the part he was 
destined to play in politics later on for the 
present, he contented himself >nih learning 
the part of Ch^bm in the Manage He 
Figaro the Pnnccssc Charles stud) mg 
Suzanne, nnd Madame dc Sabran the part of 
the Countess for after the return from Spa 
the play was to be acted at Bel (Xil 

Just at this time the) received news of 
the Comte d Artois amval in Flandcrs’and 


* Miiimt (TAndLai *** diojblfi tif Ibe timori If f cijK I 

Jf ^br baJ rJacalf! 1^ ft 

Miilim* * de S hrxa, rwy wtBi ilailimt dAfiCaa rf> »»7 
ilurcd b« CilliCf'* oploloo^. 

* We read la lb« Caufft /W tn d I^^ Tl»r* if I 
Jnlf I75j On MooJay ILH-II xYt C tfAH In » 
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the Princes de Lio^ne stalled off at once to 

O 

receive and accompany him on his progress 
through Rocroi and Spa, bringing him back 
with them to Bel QEil 

The Princcsse Helene returned to Bel 
CEil before the Princes, in order to prepare 
for the Comte d’ Ai tois’ reception , but he 
had barely arrived when he fell seriously ill 
The Prince had prepared festivities which 
cost him over fifty thousand francs , he never 
even spoke of them to the Count, who was not 
in a condition to enjoy them Only one thing 
took place, a fairy-hke illumination of the 
park, which the Prince, however, did not see, 
for he never left the Comte d Artois side, 
and started with him for Versailles 

After the departure of the Comte d Artois, 
the Chevalier de Boufflers and Madame de 
Sabran came to Bel CEil Hearing that the 


companied by their Excellencies the Go\cmors- General, saw all 
that 1 as remarkable in the vicinity The next day the Pnnee, 
vath their Rojal Highnesses, left for the Chateau de Iilarimont, 
from whence he was going to Bel CEil 
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Chevalier was garrisoned at Valenciennes, 
the Prince wrote and proposed his joining 
him at Toumai and from there returning 
with him to Bel CEiI The Chevalier replied 
‘ I am very much tempted, mj dear Chariot, 
by all you suggest but on closel) examin 
ing your marching orders, I believe that m) 
regiment is the very thing I should miss. 
Tell me vrhen )ou go to Toumai I intend 
going there and defying >ou at the head of 
your arm) and if I 6nd it on two Ltp'fs 
(lines) I shall tiy to break through them 
Dear Pnnee I love )ou as if I saw )*ou 
e\ ery day of my hfe. After } ourself there is 
nothing that gives so much pleasure as the 
impression that )OU leave. Send me yoMf 
marching orders, so that wc may meet some 
i\hcrc, and that if possible i\c ma) pan 
nowhera" * 


* Tbc I*iiocc tl« LtfM baJ « putlcvXar f t 

It Would that tit CJtffaBcT I 1 • *ti7 

Ifffiptr fot Mfcdatte d< Sjtirwj, In ©cc id thf thiTOir Ifttfn 
wrote hi*", tn ihefoXIowIfg alrtch t It U P'S youf 
•faith art tbow tS a aan^ y«wt aiattu aal irF**^^* 
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The Chevalier arrived at Bel QEil m time 
to take part in the representation of the 
Manage de Figaro, which was given with 
great success in the pretty theatre at Bel 
CEil Hdl^ne took the part of Suzanne , 
Madame de Sabran that of the Countess , 
Elz6ar, Chdrubm, and Boufflers, Figaro , as 
for the Prince -father, he had to content 
himself with the modest part of Doublemam, 
the notary’s clerk , we must confess that, 
though he gave others^ good advice, he acted 
very badly himself He was generally given 
the part of the notary who draws up the 
marriage -contract, or that of the lackey who 
brings m a letter, and would invariably come 
in at the wrong moment , but on the other 
hand, once on the stage he would not leave 
It, but say in a supplicating whisper to the 


your sharp and genuine wit, your large appetite, and your deep 
sleep whenever one wishes to converse ivith you, which made me 
love you to distraction It is I know not what a certain sympathy 
that makes me think and feel like you, for under that rough ex- 
tenor you conceal the spint of an angel and the heart of a woman ” 
^ See his Lettejs to Eugime on Theatricals Pans, 177^ 
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other actors I am not in >our W3\, am 
I?” 

Hdl^ne acted xxith an archness and 
nvaaty which recalled the merr> schoolgirl 
of the Abbaje au\ Bois, tempered by a little 
expenence the little Elrear \vns charming 
as Ch^rubin but the Chc^abc^ earned off the 
palm by the zest and spint XMth which he 
threw himself into his part It was a cun 
ous sight and a sign of the times, to hear 
Figaros soliloquy recited by a nobleman 
and applauded by the 'instocratic audience 
of Bel (Erl 

Pnnee Charles willingl) lent himsdf to 
his wifes amusements, though he took no 
acn\c part in them but his «;cnous mind 
required occupations of a different order He 
took a keen micrcst m all sacntific d<s 
covencs and at that moment was much 
taken up with the new process of acrosmron 
intuited bj Charles Pihtre dc Rozicr and 
Montgolfier He witnessed the first c\pcn 
ments made in Pans and among oth*’rs the 
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ascension of a fire balloon, in the gai dens of La 
iNIuette, on the 21st of November 17S3, made 
by Pilatie de Ro/iei and D’Arlandes The 
aeronauts vcre in tlic greatest danger, their 
balloon having caught fire , they managed to 
extinguish it, and made their descent at 
Gentilly m safety At that time a balloon 
ascension was looked upon as a most daring 
undertaking, and no one cared to accompany 
the aeronauts But Prince Charles, whose 
courage and coolness were proof against 
everything, determined to take part in the 
third ascent, which took place at Lyons on 
the 19th of January 1784 The seven 
passengers were the elder Montgolfier, 
Pilatre de Rozier, Fontaine, Prince Charles, 
and three other persons who at the last 
moment wished to ascend Although the 
balloon was of enormous size, the number 
of passengers was too great , De Rozier had 
foreseen this, and did not wish the two last 
persons to enter the car Montgolfier per- 
suaded him, however, to let things be , but 
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Other actors I am not in )our ’waj, am 
I?" 

H^^ne acted with an archness and 
vivaaty which recalled the merry schoolgirl 
of the Abbaye aux Bois, tempered b} a little 
expenence , the little Elzdar was charming 
asCh^bin but the Che\alicr earned off the 
palm by the zest and spint with which he 
threw himself into his part It was a cun 
ous sight, and a sign of the times, to hear 
Figaros soliloquy recited b) a nobleman, 
and applauded by the anstocratic audience 
of Bel Qiil 

Pnnee Charles willmgl) lent himstlf lo 
his wifes amusements though he took no 
active part in them, but his senous mind 
required occupations of i difllrcnt order He 
took a keen interest in nil sacntific dis 
co\encs and at that moment was much 
taken up with the new process of aerostation 
in\cntcd by Charles Pilatrc dc Rozicr and 
Montgolfier Ht witnessed the first expert 
ments made in Pans and among others the 


VIII 

Pnnce Charles purchases a hotel in Pans — Birth of Sidonie The 
insurrection in Flanders — Winter in Vienna — Joseph II and 
his Court — First representation of Don Juan — Haydn and 
Mozart — The Comtesse de Kinsky— Prince Charles’s affection 
for her — Helene’s departure for Warsaw 

The Prince de Ligne and his daughter-in- 
law were m entire sympathy The young 
Princess enjoyed living at Bel CEil when her 
father - in - law was there, but she disliked 
Brussels, their winter residence We already 
know, by her own confession, that Helene was 
as “obstinate as the Pope’s mule, and she 
had not given up her purpose of settling 
in Pans Her husband disliked the idea 
of the Paris life, so little in harmony with his 
tastes, he had never lived in France, and, a 
stranger there, he feared comparison with the 
supreme elegance, the light witty tone, which 
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they were hardly off and had onl) mn about 
fit e hundred fathoms, when the balloon 
began impercepubl) to tear, and the) were 
obliged to make a hast) and perilous descent 
at a distance of about a league from the town. 
On their return to L)ons the) were reccncd 
with acclamations by the whole population. 
In Apnl 1784 Prince Charles sent off from 
the public square in front of the hdtel des 
6tats, at Mons, a magnificent balloon eon 
strutted at hes own expense. He had ini ited 
the Duke and Duchess of Arcmberg and a 
great man) distinguished personages of the 
Courts of Brussels and Versailles, who after 
the ascent of the balloon all returned to Bil 
CEil' 
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gsoqAv JsqiBj b q?iyvv SutXjj b jgqjBJ 

SBAV uBiuoAv gjqBuoiqsBj puB Xqgjd b jo puBq 
-snq SB suBj ui uoqisod s sgpBq3 gguijj 
SuTjgjuBq gjqq b uiiq pgjBds gABq lou p|noAV 
gqs AVBpui-jgq^Bj jgq Jouipug^o jo JBgj joj 
uggq 30U 31 pBq puB ‘guiosgjq sba\ puBqsnq 
jgq 3Bq5 puiui uavo jgq ui pgpiogp ‘q^noX 
JO ssguippiS gq3 q^iAv ‘gugj^pj sjgqjnoo gq:i 
Xq pguinssB guo^ [Bigqjgdns ‘Suug^uBq ‘aqSq 
gqi q]iAV ;sbj3uod pgqjBiii b pguuoj ‘puiui 
siq JO ujrq oquBuroj puB UBuugQ X.igA gqi 
piiB ‘Xpn^s .loj g3SB3 siq ‘gguijj gq3 jo jg^DB 
-jBqg ^(pBg^s gqj^ sgipnjs siq ui sbav gq sb 
pgqjosqB ‘X^gnos 0301 jgq pgiuBdujogoB ApjBJ 
jnq oqAV ‘puBqsnq jgq jo gp 3 q Xjoa avbs puB 
3gpo3 jgq q^iAV pgidnooo sbav gqs ‘gmoq 3 b 
ugqAV ‘ qB gsBg^d o; pgu 3 3 nq JBjnoqJBd ui 
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in particular but tried to please all , when 
at home, she was occupied with her toilet 
and saw very little of her husband, who but 
rarely accompanied her into society, absorbed 
as he was in his studies The steady char- 
acter of the Prince, his taste for study, and 
the very German and romantic turn of his 
mind, formed a maiked contrast with the 
light, bantering, superficial tone assumed by 
the courtiers H diene, with the giddiness of 
youth, decided in her own mind that her 
husband was tiiesome, and had it not been 
for fear of offending her father-in-law she 
would not have spared him a little bantering 
Prince Charles’s position in Pans as hus- 
band of a pretty and fashionable woman was 
rather a trying one With a father whose 
sparkling wit made him everywhere take 
a leading part in society, he was thrown 
into the shade, and reduced to a secondary 
position, which, however, his modesty would 
not have objected to had he not felt that 
it lowered him in his wife’s estimation. 
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When he mamed it n:as \nthouc an) feeling 
of lo\e for whom he had hardl) 

seen but he soon felt a tender and almost 
paternal affection for her He had allowed 
her the greatest freedom at Bel CEtl it 
the same time seeking to develop m her i 
taste for serious occupations hitherto nthcr 
checked by her intense lo\ e of pleasure. He 
was beginning to succeed but these three 
winters in Pans almost annulled his efforts 
or at least grcatl) compromised their success. 
H^ene was too >oung to understand nnd 
appreciate her husbands supenor intelligence 
and high character 

Howc\cr a long desired c\cnt brought 
the mamed pair nearer to each other for 
a while. On the 8th of December 17S6 
Hcl6ncga\c birth ton little girl who received 
the name of Sidonic. This wns n great jo) 
to Pnnee Charles and he c.nsil) ohnincd 
Helenes consent to go to Bel Q d m the 
carl) spnng instead of returning to 
She consented the more willint,!) hrr 
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taihci-jn-ln\ h.ul lull l\\ns loi the Russian 
Court uhitlvr iic )i.k1 Ikimi suinnioncd by 
an in\ nation rnun liio Rmpuss Callicnne 
r'Cloif strain^ ll'.e rnncc had had ample 
lime to rrm^trucl ilu bowti of iosl'- lie had 
[iromis( d I'oi Clnir-'^‘> rhthhen, and as eail\ 
as the month oi Marrh a haiuKi^me lirabanl 
nurse, ciri vin-f a janl: and v. hiu- bab\ , mic^ht 
be se( n hi the i^.irdem. <'i Ih’l G:t,il ]t\cry- 
ihing s( , aied to oromist .i happ\ summer 
and in sjjU«. <•! lh< ‘omeuhat unresirictcd 
authoriiv c .(•rcist,d <j\<r liie nurse and 
bab\ b\ tile 1 )ov i'a< i - Pi incess, which was a 
source of annrn mC' to the }Oun!^ mother, 
harmoin anci p ace pr< \aihd .ii IRl Q-d 
AH of a sudden, m ilm middle of the 
summer (i7f'7) a serious insurrection broke 
out in ]‘']<mders It had been secret!) 
brewim^ for souk tmu; past Jose])h II ha^ 
the manirt of meddlincf m everything, h- 
generally had the best mLcntions, but, cleverer 
in theory' than in practice, he often ne^ 
glected to ascertain whether a s)Si.em u--ml 



loo 


PJiJi\CESSE DE UGi\E 


in Itself might not become dangerous if ap 
plied Without an) previous preparation. The 
reforms he tried to introduce into Flanders 
are a stnking example of this sort of mistake. 

The Flemish people, who had long been 
under the dominion of Spam were bigoted 
in their religion and as dccplj attached to 
their ancient political privileges as the) were 
to those of the Church After the death of 
MancsTh<bese Joseph 11 began b) abolish 
ing certain processions pilgrimages and a 
number of confraternities. These customs 
and institutions which were ccnainl) useless 
and far too numerous, were closel) intcnrova-n 
with the habits of the peasplc and their aloli 
tion wns a source of great offence. The 
clergy were not less offended at the decree 
that suppressed the Dollandists, numcrou 
convents and abbc)S and all the d oc»*<\n 


Finall) the Lmperor still animatctl with 
the most hbcrnl mlcntions, thou^ ht that it 
was Ins clinntalilc dut) to extern! 
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Protestants the effects of that civil tolerance 
which, without inquiring into a man’s belief, 
considers only his capacity as citizen ” He 
accordingly granted them a civil existence — 
a privilege which till then had been refused 
to them 

The Bishops loudly protested against 
these measures, and were severely re- 
primanded Not content with attacking the 
privileges of the Church, J oseph 1 1 upset the 
judicial organisation of the country, and in a 
way suppressed the nationality of the Nether- 
lands, which were declared to be an Austrian 
province, divided into nine circles, governed 
by an intendant and Austrian commissioners, 
solely dependent on the Viennese Court This 
was trampling underfoot the "'Joyetise Bnt7'de ” 
(Joyous Entry), that grand charta of the 
privileges of Brabant and the other Flemish 
States ^ 


^ Amongst others, the privileges of Hainault were most curious 
We find there the formula of the ancient oath which the Emperor 
took at his inauguration as Comte de Hamault 
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The jmtation was at its height for Joseph 
had by his -xanous refonns succeeded in 
ahenating &\ erj class of his subjects 

A hamster of Brussels Van dcr Noot. 
published an extremel) Molcnt manifesto 
demonstrating the illcgalit) of the innoMtions 
introduced b> Joseph H This libel \\ns 
appro\ed of b) the States * but the author in 
danger of being arrested b> the Government 
fled to England It was at the \cr> moment 
when the’ret oluCion ms being fomented (hat 
the de Ltgne famil) alarmed at the agmiion 
going onbn Belgium hnstened to join Pnnee 
Charles at Vienn-x. uhuher he had been 
summoned bj Marshal Ease) An armj 
destined to fight the Turks in the cniuing 
spnng was aircad) being organised bv the 
Emperors secret orders. The Pn^CLs■»e^ de 
Lignc reached Vienna at the end of th'* 

‘ Tb« Sutn llilnioli t v \ #0 tcti t f nlo l-r rr *- * 1 
ffftjird ia OttoI<T 17 SS ft> ll o’ i rr I’rr- a! M 7 » 
DnpcTOT TTvy hiJ herrt rt«-rt»*lf ». ■rfi V 

Citnrasiu-yrft »Lfif t ren f^rrr t • I i'* 1 • 

tkc < AJtmU c 
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summer H61ene had made a short stay 
there at the time of her marriage, and had 
not retained an agreeable recollection of the 
place The Viennese manners and customs 
differed too much from the French to suit 
her taste She would infinitely have pre- 
ferred spending the winter m her hotel at 
Pans , but her husband’s duties detaining him 
m Vienna, she dared not make the request 
The Emperor of Germany’s Court did not 
display the brilliant aspect which might have 
been expected from the most important 
European power ^ The simple architecture 
of his palace conveyed no idea of a 
sovereign’s residence A detachment of the 


^ The House of Lorraine had greatly contnbuted to banish the 
severe etiquette which till then prevailed at the Viennese Court. 

Francis the First, father of Mane- Antoinette, invited to his table 
the pnnapal Crown olScials, and allowed the most perfect freedom 
Mane Ther^e admitted to her intimacy most of the ladies of her 
Court , she even dunng the summer paid frequent visits to several 
of them She might be seen, kmtting and walkmg m the gardens, 
or reading in an arbour, unattended by any of her ladies Mane 
Antoinette had therefore from her mfancy been accustomed to those 
habits of ease and famihanty which she earned to France, and 
which caused her to be so severely censured 
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Viennese gumson mounted guard and a fct\ 
irahans posted at the mner doors supenn 
tended the management and good order ol 
the intenor Joseph 1 1 s household w-as \ er) 
economical!) conducted He had. houet-cr 
grand CroNvn officials such as grand master 
lord high chamberlain grand c<)uerr\ etc. 
But the) on/) fuffiUed thcir duties on gala 
days In spite of the plainness and simphcii) 
of the Viennese Court, the persomges v>ho 
composed it were of \cr) high standing, 
there ^^crc man) reigning prmccs hroihers 
of kings or electors in the scnicc of the 
Cmperor and i crond of great nobles, such 
as the Pnnees de Ltgnc, dArembcrg de 
Lichtenstein Lsicrhari, Colomdo Pnlh * and 
others, who b) ihcir rank and future "‘cre 
almost equal to ihcir so\crtign. When fic 
chose, the Cmpcror knew henr to impin 
to this Court which usudl) h^d the 
ince of a convent or a Kamck ill ihu jxnnp 

1 Tl t t Off f'J* 1 ' ^ 


PA 7 ACi:^s/: Di: ligm: 


and dic^mty woilln of the palace of iMaric- 
Thcrcsc 

HClcne wnne'^sed for ilic first time 
ilu' New Ye.tr’s fesiiMttes .U Vienna On 
that da\ most of the Hung.irian magnates* 
came to Court m tlien elegant costumes, 
decked out witli liieii handsomest jewels , tlie 
Prince Hs'ieihari, among others, was mounted 
on a nchl) c.iparisoned lioise wdiose saddle- 
clotii w.is studded with diamonds The 
Prince's costume w.is as rich as liis horse’s 
trappings “ I could not look at him,” 
I lelene sa\ s "he da/r!ed me ” The Emperor 
Joseph, so simple in prn.itc life, wore a full- 
dress uniform embroideicd wath gold, and his 
coat, his ordcis, .ind his hat glitteied with 
eighteen hundred thousand livres- wwth of 

1 Tilt, finrrl of Ilun-^nan nobles only escorted tlic Emperor on 
groat iittc occasions It wxs "supported by tlic Hungarian States, 

V lio took great pride in the beauty of tlic horses and splendour of 
the iinifomis 

Iht Polish guard, created after the first Polish dnision (1772). 
"as composed of young noblemen, and Mcd in brilliancy "ilh the 
Hungarian guard 

- Seventy tvo thouiand pounds 
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diamonds the buttons the fastenings the 
epaulets the braid, and the button of his hat 
were one mass of diamonds On that da\ the 
Court sen^ants and those of the nobilii) \vorc a 
liver) of silk embroidered mth gold and sihcr 
The Prince dc Ltgnc has left an interesting 
portrait of Joseph II with whom he had 
been on terms of the closest intimac) A 
) ear before the commencement of the 
Emperors reign Lord Malmcsbur) asked 
the Pnnee de Lignc what he thought of him 
As a man replied the Pnnee, he pos<f3st5 
great merit and talent as Pnnet he 'mII 
alw'a)'s be tortured b) ambitions which he ill 
be unable to saiisf) hts reign wall lie a sort 
of perpetual and \'am lonpng to snetzu 
The Emperor Joseph was fond of the 
socict) of amiable and distinguished women 
but no Io\ c intrigue c\ cr arose m his iniimai*' 
arcic. The Pnnccssc Kinsk) born a I lohen 
zollcm and her sister tlie I’nncessc ClaO * 
were both conspicuous at Court Plw 

• Methrt it-Uw tA t->r* 
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was simple and affable, had much learning, 
possessed a sound judgment, and was passion- 
ately fond of reading and conversation The 
second, modest, gentle, and gracious, was a 
better listener than her sister, and her pliant 
disposition imparted great charm and ease to 
her society The Emperor had given the 
Prmcesse Kmsky a very fine apartment m 
his palace of the Haut Belvdd^re ^ It was 
there that the choicest Viennese society, both 
of men and women, would meet every Thurs- 
day As a great favour H61ene was admitted 
to this circle, and she has traced a few por- 
traits of these ladies — amongst others, that of 
the Prmcesse Charles de Lichtenstein, born 
Prmcesse d’OEttmgen, who was the darling of 
the Belvddere society She was exquisitely 
beautiful, and wrote marvellously well Her 
letters, nearly all written in French, over- 
flowed with wit , she expressed herself with 
elegance , and her firm and reliable character, 

^ A small palace built by Prince Eugene in one of the suburbs 
of Vienna 
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her amnble and ctilti\ntcd mind \ o'' 
heart of the Pnnee de Li^n^* that sY*' ]<- 
came his fa\ ountc sisrer tn hu 

The Comtesne Cmcst de Kaunit ‘ \ 
of the Pnnccssc Charles \\"is plain I iirrut) 
and h' cl) She would oficn proNoVc i di 
cussion for she lo\cd an argument 
excelled in the \i\acii) and archn'^'^ of h ' 
rcpartcu The Princcsv: I ranijn ";<V 1 tch "o 
stem born Stanherp complctr^i th" h 
circle. Second sismr m hu of ihc I nr r d-* 
Lipnc she plcasr<l him Ic* i tli m th'* fini >' 
had an exalted idea of I er nnl and I 

of the con'^iihraliun tint u.i du" t> I'f 
Senou*^ an<l di::;nilied hut at th^ Mm l 
hind and ItcncvnVnt, ua’* C' a j 
occup cil with clanial''- unW s'" ’ i ' 
dituniU loi-^cajK- th^h irr\ n 
an I c illcctuini fitr tl »* j<«tf 1 
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The only stranger admitted into this 
society was the Due de Braganza The 
Maislial de Lascy, the Prince de Kaunitz, 
the Prince de Ligne, and several other gentle- 
men of the Court fiequently came, and the 
Empei or J oseph never missed a Thursday at 
the BeKedeic 

In his youth Joseph II did not give much 
promise of amiability, but he changed entirely 
when he became Empei or His travels, his 
campaigns, the societyof distinguished women, 
had formed his character and cured him of a 
shyness engendered by the extreme seventy 
of his education, 

Tlie greatest freedom existed in the 
Belvddere circle , the Emperor laid aside his 
rank and allowed the ladies to speak with a 
frankness that sometimes exceeded the 
bounds of respect 

“ The things I have heard said to Joseph 
by the ladies of his society are simply incon- 
ceivable,” writes the Prince de Ligne On^ 
of them said, referring to the ex ^ 
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robber who had been hanged by his orders 
that day How could your Majesty condemn 
him after your robbery of Poland ? 

It was at the moment of the first dm 
Sion of that country 

My mother who enjoys all your con 
fidence, ladies he replied and who goes to 
Mass as often as you do has long ago made 
up her mind on that question I am only her 
first subject 

The Emperor was fond of receiving con 
fidences and was safe and discreet, though he 
was fond of meddling His manners were 
agreeable, he had some brilliancy of conversa 
tion a great deal of natural wit, and was a 
pleasant narrator The following is an anec 
dote he was fond of repeating When Mane 
Th6rte was so closely pursued by her enemies 
that hardly a town was left to her in Germany 
not knowing where to go for her confinement 
she retired to Presburg and assembled the 
States She was young and handsome, with a 
dazilmg complexion and appeared before the , 


VIII 


PRINCESSE DE LIGNE 


I 


Hungarian paladiiis clad in a long mourning 
garment, which set off the radiancy of her 
beauty , her son, two or three years of age, was 
clasped in her arms “ I confide him to you,” 
she said, presenting the child, who began to cry 
The Emperor, in telling this story, always 
added that his mother, who knew the way to 
produce an effect, gave him a sly pinch as she 
presented him to the Hungarians , touched by 
the cries of the child, who seemed to implore 
their compassion, “my bearded heroes drew 
their swords, and swore on their Turkish 
blades to defend both mother and son to the 
last drop of their blood 

The little group that met at the Belve- 
dere did not represent the only society in 
Vienna , many other houses threw open their 
doors The Prmcesse Lubomirska,^ com- 


^ Fragments of the Pnnce de Ligne’s Uiiediied Alemoirs, 
published in the Revue Nouvelle, 1840, and by Albert Lacroix at 
Brussels 

^ The Prmcesse Lubomirsta was a cousin of the ICing Stanislaus 
Augustus He frequently mentions her in his correspondence with 
Madame Geoffrin under the name of Aspasia She was a 



PRINCESSE DE UGNE 


■mi 


monly called the Pnncesse Marcchale, held 
some of the most bnlliant receptions. Her 
onginal and ready wit, and the piquancy of 
her maimer imparted a ceitam hvehness to 
the character of her ‘ salom She forebade 
all talk of war or politics at her house. ‘ No 
politics she said m the drawing room, 
where the men are more women than we 


A great many balls were given m Vienna, 
and they were always very animated, for the 
Viennese were passionately fond of dancing 
They waltzed so furiously and with such 
rapidity that at first Hdl^e, though a beau 
bful dancer was made quite giddy by the 
pace. She, however, soon became accus- 
tomed like others never to rest for a moment 
as long as the waltz lasted. 

The balls of the Pnncesse Tubomirska were 

delightful they always began and ended with 


Cnutoryiika by Urth, and alfenmlely mided u tT rnn a, 

and at her mtfinificent e«tat« of Lao co t. A part of lb* 

IMncesi I lands vu sHoated in Austrian Gallda. 
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a polonaise, a kind of measured march, in- 
terrupted at intervals by a graceful balance or 
swinging movement " When the elderly 
people wish to join m the dance they ask for 
a polonaise,” says the Prince de Ligne, ^‘and 
then the good people perform the figures, 
and move round with a contented smile on 
their faces, as they recollect the good old 
times, and the way they used to smile The 
young people are entirely taken up with the 
present, of which they do not care to lose a 
moment ” This dance displayed to advan- 
tage the elegance and grace of the figure 
H^l^ne excelled m it, and took a patriotic 
pride in carrying off the palm 

The Princesse Charles was passionately 
fond of music, and had a box at the Court 
theatre Don Juan had just been given with 
great success at Prague, m honour of the 
visit of the Duchess of Tuscany, the wife of 
Leopold Mozart had m person directed the 
rehearsals The Emperor Joseph, about to 

leave for the army, pressed Mozart to return 
VOL. n 26 
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to Vienna to get up the opera there at once. 
The rehearsals were rapidly got through and 
the representation was given before a hirge 
audience. Hdldne was present and ah the 
Viennese nobility witnessed the performance. 
Don Jiian was admirably sung, but the publie 
with few exceptions of which HdliJne was 
one, remained cold throughout The Em 
peror, who thought the music admirable was 
vexed at the indifference of the audience. 

It IS a divme work,' he said to Moiart 
whom he had summoned to his box, but it is 
not the sort of thing for my Viennese I 

We must give them time to appreciate 
it modestly replied the author It suited the 
Prague people better , but 1 composed n only 
for myself and my friends. 

On leaving the theatre some of the 
spectators went to the house of the Comtesse 
de Thun and they were warmly discussmg 
the new work when Haydn entered. Every 
one was of a different opmion and though ad 
mining for the most part that the music bore 
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the impress of genius, all declared that in 
some parts it was obscure and incomprehen- 
sible Haydn was chosen as judge “ I am 
not in a position to decide m such a learned 
dispute,” said he with malicious humility , 
“ all I know is that Mozart is the greatest 
musician living ” 

The concerts at Vienna were numerous 
and most magnificent The Emperor had a 
passion for instrumental music Mozart and 
Haydn’s^ symphonies were played with rare 
perfection by an' excellent orchestra, led by 
Salieri ^ It was likewise m the spring of 
1787 that the Seven Words were given for 
the first time — an oratorio which is looked 
upon as Haydn’s masterpiece 

It IS evident that Hdlene might have spent 


1 Mozart was appointed to the Emperor’s chapel m 1780^ 
Joseph II was very fond of him, and although his salary was very 
small, he always refused the advantageous offers made by other 
sovereigns, among others the King of Prussia Haydn was also 
attached to the Emperor’s chapel 

2 Salien, chapel master and music -director to the Emperor at 
Vienna 
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a most agreeable winter m Vienna, but she 
did not like Viennese society A Parisian 
at heart, she felt there entirely out of her 
element Her husband on the other hand, 
who had known all the fainihes about Court 
from childhood, was infinitely more at home 
in Vienna than in Pans, He was on the most 
intimate terms with all the young mamed 
women who were fnends of his sisters One 
of them in particular treated him with the 
affectionate famihanty of an old playfellow 
this was the Comtesse Kinsky, bom a 
Dietnchstem and daughter in law to the 
Pnncess presiding at the Bclv^d^re. It 
would have been difficult to meet with a 
more fascinating woman and her romantic 
story added greatly to her charm Comte 
Kmsky 3 parents and her own had agreed on 
a mamage between their children wthout 
consultmg them on the subject The young 
Count was garrisoned m a small Hungarian 
town and only arrived m time for the 
mamage ceremony Immediately afteni'ards 
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he concUictcd his \ounc: wile home. 
her hand, and baid “.Madunr. lu\< 
obeyed our parcnis ; and I inuatonttS' U i* 
^\Ith rccfici that I ]ea\t xf’U Ihji in\ 
lions ha\e lon^^ bet n to a wonnn 

M ithoul w hoin I cannot live .uul to uh^ni I 
must now leturn *’ A {’O'^l-rliai'a w '* .tt tin 
door of the churdi . thr C<junl do.vc «as ,ea‘i 
ne\ cr returned ConU<.bs» ICinsh\ v. r* tlu "< 
fore neither maid, wihe nor widow, md il'» 
dangers of this jKcnhar posuiou v.ete t n- 
hanced by her e\treme beauty which it 
w^ould hate been difficuk to oulrie'd. .sin* 
united to her external charms a cuiii\, u«d 
mmd and an excellent heart lKlcn» ofu n 
met her at the Comicsse de '1 bun's, who was 
an intimate fiicnd of the de Ligncs, .ind 
whose house was their habitual rcnde/\ous 
Comte Francois dc Dictrichstemd Madame 


' The Comte I nn90is Joseph <k I>i(.ltirh-,!em, kun c'-k, 
Apnl 1767, \\as pmatc councdlor inti dnmhcrlitn to the tv 'ois 
Emperor He filled tlie post of ^lijor*Ot,iicril in the 1 t pintci 
dunng the first wars agamst the 1-n.nch rcpuhln., md u v is he \sli.> 
n iSoo concluded with Moreau the innisticc of Pit doif 
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a most agreeable winter m Vienna, but she 
did not like Viennese societ) A Parisian 
at heart, she felt there entirely out of her 
dement Her husband on the other hand, 
who had known all the families about Court 
from childhood was mhnitel) more at home 
in \ lenna than in Pans. He was on the most 
intimate terms with all the >oung mamed 
women who were fnends of his sisters. One 
of them m particular treated him with the 
aftecuonatc Hmilnnt) of an old pla> fellow 
this was the Comtessc Kinsk> bom a 
Dietnchstcin and daughter m law to the 
Princess presiding n the Bd\6ddrc. It 
would h*i\c been difficult to meet with a 
more fasanating woman and her romantic 
stor> added grcall) to her charm Comte 
Ktnsk) s parents and her owai had agreed on 
a mamage between their children tvithout 
consulting them on the subject. The >oung 
Count was ganasoned in a small Hunganan 
town and oni) am\c<l m time for the 
mamage ccrcmon> Immediatcl) nftenvards 
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he conducted his young wife home, kissed 
her hand, and said “ Madame, we have 
obeyed our parents , and I must confess it is 
with regret that I leave you , but my affec- 
tions have long been engaged to a woman 
without whom I cannot live, and to whom I 
must now return ” A post-chaise was at the 
door of the church , the Count drove off and 
never returned Comtesse Kinsky was there- 
fore neither maid, wife, nor widow, and the 
dangers of this peculiar position were en- 
hanced by her extreme beauty, which it 
would have been difficult to outrival She 
united to her external charms a cultivated 
mind and an excellent heart Hellene often 
met her at the Comtesse de Thun’s, who was 
an intimate friend of the de Lignes, and 
whose house was their habitual rendezvous 
Comte Fran90is de Dietrichstein,^ Madame 

^ The Comte Fran5ois -Joseph de Dietnchstein, born 28th 
April 1767, was pnvate counsellor and chamberlain to the Austrian 
Emperor He filled the post of Major-General in the Engineers 
dunng the first wars against tlie French republic, and it uas he who 
n 1800 concluded with Moreau the armisbce of Parsdorfi 
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de Kiosk jrs brother was a great fnend of 
Pnnee Charles, with whom he had been 
brought up The peculiar posmon of the 
Countess rendered this intunacy very hazard 
ous and Pnnee Cbarless tender affection for 
her partook t ery much of the nature of love. 
With a womans quick instinct, Helene 
divined between her husband and the beauti 
ful Countess a secret ne, the nature of Nthich 
she could not make out, the strictest propnely 
being observed on both sides. We must admit 
that, m spite of little Sidomes birth which 
for a moment drew the pair more closely to- 
gether they were becoming \ery jndifTertnt 
towards each other The Pnnee had not 
forgotten the contemptuous manner witli 
which his ivife had treated him m Pans, and 
he was not sorry to show her that in Ahenna 
he pla)ed quite a different part. In short 
neither one nor the other had made n Io\e 
match Social co/ncntions and a simiUirii\ 
of tastes had conduced to a certain degree of 
fnendship but would that suffice to guard 


vin 


PRINCESSE DE LIGNE 


119 


either against any warmer sentiment that 
might intervene ^ 

And so the winter passed The revolu- 
tion m Flanders had assumed alarming pro- 
portions, and there could be no question of 
returning to Bel OEil Prince Charles, who 
had rejoined his regiment, served under 
General de Lascy’s orders, and had left 
Vienna for some time No sooner had he 
taken his departure than Helene wrote to 
ask his permission to join her uncle at War- 
saw, where the Diet was about to meet 
Some important business with the Prince- 
Bishop served as a pretext for the j'ourney 
The authorisation was easily granted, on con- 
dition that she should leave little Sidonie 
under the care of her grandmother , and 
Hdlene left Vienna in September 1788 



Tht IMttce de L^*i d«p*rtTii« far St Petcnboif— Joon»7 thjwch 
Tiorii— Interrie* *t Klienon— Wu (kchrtd igaloft the 
Tnrici — AHknca between Aiatm od RB*»k— The Prince d* 
Ugne os Ra«tan Genenl — I* otnntJp md Rocoaimdr— Ttn 
tiking of S«bnct— PrincB Cbulc* 1 ibe ittnnint of StUci— 
Letten fratn the Emperw JoKpb tt» the Prfa>ct>lillMT— -Leiten 
£reen tbe Prtoce dt to hli ho— T be Gorwuor of 

FT imlol eia — The fVbxe • miuu to Viesa»— of Bd^nde. 

In the autumn of the year 1786 the Pnncc 
de Ligne received an invitation from the 
Czanna, asking him to join her at St Pcters- 
butg, and accompany her in a joumej she 
was about to undertake in the Crimea. This 
invitation ^vas secretly mtended to prepare an 
interview that was to take place at Kherson 
between Cathenne and Joseph II T urkc) had 
ceded the Cnmea and Kouban to Russia m 
January 1784 These acquisitions had onl> 
aggra\^ted Catherines thirst for further con 
quest She alread> bctra>ed her ambition 
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in the smallest details one of her grandsons 
had been named Alexander, and the other 
Constantine , the Crimea was now again 
called Tauris , but her ambitious designs did 
not end there The Empress received the 
Prince de Ligne as if he had only left her 
the day before, informed him of her plans, 
and at the end of December sent him back 
to Joseph with the itinerary of her journey 
and the result of his secret mission 

Under the pretext of visiting her new do- 
minions the Czarina undertook on the 15th of 
January 1787 a journey through the southern 
provinces of her empire She was accom- 
panied by her favourite. Count Momonoff, and 
by the ambassadors of France, Austria, and 
England, and by the Prince de Ligne, who 
met her at Kief “ I occupied,” he says, “ the 
position of a diplomatic jockey ” 

She was also accompanied by a consider- 
able number of princes and Russian lords 
Her flotilla consisted of eighty -four ships, 
manned by three thousand seamen 
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The Krng Stamsiaus Augusttis, au-aited 
the C/anna at Kanew She slowlj descended 
the Borysthenes in a galley as magnificent as 
that of Cleopatra. The Pnnce de Ligne left 
the flotilla in a small 2aporavian canoe to 
announce Catherine samval to the King An 
hour later the great lords of the empire came 
to fetch him in a gunboat brilliantly decorated. 
Whilst steppmg on board he said ^vlth the 
inexpressible charm of manner and pleasant 
tone of voice so peculiar to him Gentlo- 
luen the King of Poland has requested me to 
commend to you Comte Poniatouski. The 
dinner was very gay and while the Kings 
health ivas drunk three salutes were fired by 
the artillery of the whole fleet Afterwards 
the King gave a supper to all the nobles of 
his retinue- The fleet bad cast anchor before 
the palace improvised for him no sooner 
had night closed m than a general conflagn 
tion on the neighbouring shores of the nary's 
thcncs simulated an eruption of Vcsu\ lus, 
lighting up the \'alleys the mountains, and 
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tlic n\cr in ,i moM glorious m, inner The 
glare of the fires hi ujj the fanl.isiic dis- 
pl.i) of the hiillKinl squadrons of Polish 
ca\alry. Stanislaus h.id s}3ent three months 
and three millions in ordei to sec the C/.irma 
for three hoiiis She h.id lo\ed him. but, 
long ago, this lo\c had been replaced b) 
others, and now she slowK and criiell) tore 
from him the shreds of tlie kingdom she had 
foimcrly bestowed The) separated with all 
the appearance of friendliness, but during 
their short meeting the King had had time 
to perceive iliat iheie was no hope of re\ n ing 
the past 

This was the last inteii icw' that took place 
betw'een Caiheime and Stanislaus Eight 
years later she dethroned him wnth her owm 
hands 

The Emperor Joseph met the Czarina at 
Kherson, and they continued together on 
their travels, which resembled those of a 
fairy tale “ I still fancy I am dreaming,” 
says the Prince de Ligne, “when I recall that 
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journey m an enormous coach large enough 
for SIX people, quite a tnumphal chanot in 
feet, studded all over with precious stones, 
and drawn by sixteen horses of the Tartar 
race. How as J sat between two persons, on 
whose shoulders f would sint, at ames, over 
come by the heat, I would be startled by 
such snatches of conversation as these — 

I have thirty mflhons of subjects I am 
told counting only the males. 

And I twenty two rephed the other 
' counting alb 

They made imaginary conquests of towns 
and provinces, as if that were nothing at all 
whilst I kept on saymg Your Majesties irill 
reap nothing but worry and miser), to which 
the Emperor would repl) addressing him 
self to the Empress ‘ Jladame we treat him 
too well he has no respect for us Did ) ou 
know Madame that he had been m lo\ e mlh 
one of my fadiers mistresses and at the time 
of my first successes in societj he outinttcd 
me m the affections of a marchioness who I 
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was an object of adoration to both of us, and 
as beautiful as an angel ^ ’ ” 

During the journey the Empress had made 
a gift of the site of Iphigenia’s rock to the 
Prince de Ligne All those who possessed 
land in the Crimea, such as the Mourzas, took 
the oath of fidelity to Catherine, and the 
Prince de Ligne followed suit. The Emperor 
came up to him, and taking hold of his order 
of the Golden Fleece, said “You are the 
first one of this order who has sworn al- 
legiance together with the long -bearded 
lords ” 

“ Sire,” said de Ligne, with a malicious 
air, “ it IS better both for your Majesty and 
myself that I should take it with the Tartar 
lords than with those of Flanders ” 

The Emperor had just heard of the 
rebellion in that country, of which we shall 
speak later on 

After their return from this fairy-like jour- 
ney the war against the Turks was decided, 
and the Austro - Russian alliance concluded 
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Preparations for war n-ere being quiet!} 
earned on when 'Ui at once, Turke) as 
suraed the offensive by arresting the Russian 
ambassador M de Bulgakoff and conhning 
him in the CastJe of the Sept Tours (Seven 
Towers) On the i8th of August 1787 
Catherine declared war 

The Empress thorough!} rdied on the 
alliance she had just concluded mth Joseph 
II nevertheless she inquired of the Pnnee 
de Ligne — 

What do } ou think the Emperor will do ’ 

' Have you an) doub^ Madame ? He mil 
convey to you his good intentions perhaps 
even his best wishes and as neither will cost 
him anything I am sure his first letter will 
be full of them,'’ 

The Pnnee was mistaken the Emperor 
was ready to appear on the field with a 
hundred thousand men * and had just ap- 
pointed the Pnnee General Commander in 

» Oft 9O1 l-ebr«fli7 tjiS AnUrta U ©f Ut tiUukX 

»ftb dcciired mir fclih Twfc<7 
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chief (feldzeugmeister) of all the infantiy 
Unfortunately the letter bringing this news 
crossed one the Prince had written to the 
Emperor asking his permission to serve as 
a general in the Russian army, and at the 
same time offeiing to keep His Majesty 
well informed of the Russian plans of cam- 
paign and military operations The Emperor 
granted this request 

The Prince began preparing for his de- 
parture in October 1787 “I received,” he 
says, “from the Emperor a letter concern- 
ing his ally that showed both his kindness 
and genius , I made a summary of it that 
served as a plan of campaign, for none had 
as yet been conceived at Saint Petersburg 
They had no idea by what end to begin ” 
Before starting to join Potemkin^ the 

1 Potemkin (Gr^oire Alexandrowitch), Russian Field-Marshal, 
and the most renowned favounte of Cathenne II He was bom 
in September 1736, in the suburbs of Smolensk, and died on i6th 
October 1791 

It IS said that dunng the famous journey m Tauns he ordered 
theatrical scenery to be constracted at mtervals on the road along 
which the Empress was expected to pass This scenery re 
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Prince wished to give a ball to the prettiest 
women at Court, according to then- request, 
but was unable to do so as the war operations 
were already far adtanced. ‘ The army, he 
was told, ‘ may perhaps be aJread) under 
the walls of OczakolT five thousand Turks 
have been lulled by Souvaroff" at Kinbum. 
The Turkish fleet is retiring start at once." 

He left on the ist of Notember lySy 
Good heavens I he tvntes what weather ' 
what roads I what a winter I what head 
quarters 1 By nature I am confiding and 
always believe 1 am loved. I thought the 
Pnnce, judging by bis own words, would 
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be delighted to see me I only observed six 
months later the embarrassed manner m which 
he received me on the day of my arrival I 
threw myself into his arms and said — 

“ ‘ When shall we take Oozakoff?’ 

“ ‘ Who knows ' ’ he said , ‘ the garrison 
numbers eighteen thousand men , I have 
not as many in the whole of my army. I 
am short of ever^'^thmg, and the most un- 
happy of mortals, unless God helps me ’ 

Whati’ I replied, ‘the stor}’- of Kinburn, 
the departure of the fleet, has all that been of 
no use ^ I have travelled day and night, for 
they told me you had already begun the 
siege ' ’ 

“ ‘ Alas,’ he answered, ‘ God grant that the 
Tartars do not get here, and lay waste the 
whole country with fire and sword God has 
saved me (I shall never forget it) He 
allowed me to collect behind the banks of 
the Bog what remained of the troops. It is 
a miracle that I have retained till now as 
much of the country as I have.’ 

VOL 11 
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‘ ‘ Where are the Tartars ? satd I 

‘ Everywhere he replied and among | 
them IS a s^raskicr/ with a large number of 
Turks near Ackermann twelve thousand 
men in Bender the Dniester is guarded and 
there are six thousand men m Choczim. 

There was not a word of truth in all 
this. Five months were spent in a state of 
macuvity which would have been inexplicable 
had It not been intentional The Pnnee dc 



was the case, and punctuall) warned the 
Emperor of Austria. 


Durmg the long days of far inentc the 
Pnnee amused himself b) scnbblmg down 
his thoughts on little squares of paper which 
though he appeared to attach no importance 
to them be took care to preserve. The) 
were well worth keeping to judge bj the 
following — ^ 

Europe IS m such a perfect mess at the 
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present moment that I think it a good time 
to reflect on the position of affairs France 
writes, but, unfortunately, the Empire reads 
The soldiers of the Bishop of Liege are 
at open war with the bankers of Spa 
The Netherlands have risen against their 
sovereign without knowing why Soon, no 
doubt, people will kill one another in the 
hope of gaming more freedom and happiness 
Austria, exposed to dangers at home, timidly 
threatens both friend and foe, and is unable 
to distinguish one from the other England, 
who is never entirely of the same opinion, 
has a majority m favour of Prussia, who has 
already fired a few shots in Holland > Proud 
Spain, who formerly owned the invincible 
fleet, gets anxious as soon as a single 
English vessel leaves port Italy fears the 
lazzaroni and the free-thinkers Denmark 

c 

watches Sweden, and Sweden watches 
Russia. The Tartars, the Georgians, the 
Imarets, the Abyssimans, the Circassians, kill 
the Russians The journey to the Crimea 
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alarms and imtates the Sultan. The Egyptian 
and Scutan bashaws arc wamng with the 
Tu^I^3, who from two other sides, at a 
thousand leagues distance, arc at the same 
time attacking the two most powerful and 
important empires that exist We are called 
to arms, and I join the fray Without ceasing 
to be a spectator I become an actor in the 
play In ray opinion all that is taking place 
around me la nothing more than a kick in 
an anthilk Are we anything bctier our 
selves, poor mortals that we are ? " 

Dunng this time the corps under Mar 
shal Lascy ‘ had opened the campaign the 
Emperor commanded in person and Pnnee 
Charles, who had not accompanied his 
father to Russia, served as major m the 
engineers. 


1 Jo#epb-Fr»B 5 oi*-M*WK*,CoiiBe de 'Laxj bort ■! SC 
oo tttt October 1735. cdocatrd *1 Wwa. He ww eeij(Kl 
when the Sma ^ean V>tt broie «rt- Tb* Kvriea i* itWotJ 
him npU prewnotloo j Ik diUiocnWwl UmKlfdolnj; tt« 
177S ntJ la tjSS mm 6 tii eunhjl, ewi xtrd 
against lb« Tario. lie died »l Vletiaa « 4ti Nwituba’ iSoJ 
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The Prince soon distinguished himself at 
the siege of Sabacz, where he superintended 
the opening of the trenches, and directed the 
batteries which attacked the fort 

On the day of the assault, by means of 
a plank, he crossed the wide deep moats 
which protected the approaches of the for- 
tress , he was the first to dash forward and 
scale the wall, and once on the top of the 
ramparts, in spite of the efforts of the Turks, 
he held out his hand to the soldiers who had 
followed him, helped them up, and was the 
first to enter the town The Emperor, who 
witnessed this brilliant exploit, conferred on 
the Prince the rank of Colonel, and deco- 
rated him with the order of Marie-Therese, 
without holding a chapter of the order — an 
honour which was entirely without precedent 
It so happened that the garrison of Bel- 
grade was carrying on such a heavy cannon- 
ading during the ceremony that the Emperor 
Joseph, addressing the Prince, said ‘‘Even 
the Turks are taking part m your mitia- 
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Gon and celebrating your valour and my 
justice." 

The Emperor himself announced to the 
Pnnce de Ligne his sons brilliant conduct 
the pnde and emotion of the father can onl> 
be descnbed in hts onu words. He imces 
to the Comte de S6gur — 

tJM 1788, 

Ah( my fnend let me weep awhile and 
read the following 1 

‘The Emteror Joseph to the 
Prikcb de Licne. 

« KnJSfACX, 35 /> Afnl 1788. 

‘ 'We have just taken Sabaci * our loss 
was small The feldxeugmcistcr Rouiroy* 
a brave man, as you know rcccn cd a slight 
wound in the chest, which docs not prc!\ ent I 


» A fortified tenro ta Serrfa, iltaatrd « lie Srwj ^eoo 
bKtbiUau. 
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him from dressing himself or going out 
Prince Poniatowski was shot m the thigh, 
and though the bone is not injured the wound 
is somewhat serious But I must, my dear 
Prince, inform you of something else, which 
will please you all the more that m it you 
will recognise the spirit of your race , it is 
that your son Charles contributed for the 
most part to the success of this enterprise, 
by the infinite pains that he took m marking 
out the trenches for the batteries, and he was 
the first to scale the parapet and help up the 
rest So I have named him Lieutenant- 
Colonel, and have conferred on him the 
order of Marie-Th^rese It is a real' plea- 
sure to me to send you this intelligence, as 
I am aware of the satisfaction it will give 
you, knowing, as I do, your patriotism and 
your affection for your son 

“ ‘ I leave to-morrow for Semlin 

“‘Joseph ’ 


“ What modesty ^ The Emperor does not 
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moitiQn himself though he was m the midst 
of the finug And how graaously and 
kindly expressed is the account he sends 
me. On reading it over again I burst into 


8/A Afar ( aatimuil from iAi dMv). 

“The messenger san the Emperor him 
self firing musket shots wnth hearts goodwill 
into the suburbs of Sabacc, and Marshal 
de Lascy tear up some palings to point a 
cannon which should protect my Charles by 
attacking a turret from which a continual 
fire was being directed against hun The 
Marshal would I believe, have done it for 
any other hut it had the appearance of per 
BOnal and almost paternal kindness. 

‘ The Marshal being rather exhausted the 
Emperor fetched a barrel and made him sit 
down, while he himself stood surrounded bj 
his generals, thus pajing him a kind of 
homage. 

' Here IS a letter from Charles himself — 

' We ha\c taken Sahacr. I hate the 
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cross You may be sure, papa, that I 
thought of you on going up the first to the 
assault — Your submissive and respectful son, 

“ ‘ Charles ’ 

“ Could there be anything more touching ' 
Would I had been there to give him a hand ' 
I can see that I have his esteem by the words, 
/ thought of you, but I should have deserved 
It still better. I feel too much affected to 
write more I embrace you, my dear Count ” 

But It IS with his son that the Prince 
gives himself up to all the intensity of his 
feelings 

From Potemkin’s Headquarters at 
Elisabethgorod 

\zth May 1788. 

“What can I tell you, my dear Charles, 
that you do not already know of my feelings 
on receiving from His Majesty a letter so full 
of kindness and graciousness? This letter 
IS worth more to you than any parchments 
containing titles, diplomas, or patents — mere 
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food for rats. It contains such touching tronls 
for us both that, though I am getting rather 
old to cry, it is impossible for me to refrain 
from doing so Tvhenever I read over that 
paragraph. AH the Circassian generals and 
officers the Zaporogues, Tartars, Cabardians,* 
Germans Russians Cossacks, etc. — all came 
to me in crowds, to congratulate me with 
a warmth I can never forget 

* The father and most tender fnend of m) 
Charles are assuredly deeply touched at the 
honour you have won and which surpasses 
anything I have ever done in my life. But 
the General de Ligne has suifered abominabl) 

Imagine, m> boy what a delightful 
moment for both of us had I been the first 
to accept your aid m clambcnng up that para 
pet, where you arrived before any ont else! 

Good heavens what a fool one is at ^ 
distance! I who nt Hohnerwasser would 


I InbaUantt cf CilttHTo, s ewDOy riiaatc-J « ll» 
»]op« of iJw CtaattJ, lod wlJcb, « Ortl ■■u wH j<t 
Roolin dobloIoQ. 
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have calmly seen you shot through the arm — 
I am as nervous as any woman, — a condition 
which IS not far removed from that of 
minister ^ However, I have agreed with 
some regiments of light horse to make a 
good slashing charge I have never done 
anything of the kind, except at the head of 
ten Uhlans against five or six. drunken 
Prussian hussars You will admit that it 
was not the most memorable action of this 
century I cannot shut myself up in those 
squares, as in a box, where one opens a door 
to come m or go out 

“ One can always manage to command if 
one chooses on the day of battle, so that I am 
perfectly certain, though I have not an army, 
that nothing will happen where I am but what 
1 choose , I have already learnt all that is 
necessary, and am beginning to understand 
Russian Do you think now, my Charles, 
that I was right in always wishing you to be 

1 The Pnnce was both General-in Chief wthout an army corps 
and Minister-plenipotentiary in partibus 
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an engineer ? You have now shown genius,* 
as I knew you would But are you sure you 
are not slightly wounded though you do not 
say so ? 

'Do not let any of His Majesty s mes- 
sengers come to me without sending me a 
letter A thousand messages to my comrade 
Rouvroy whose fate and wound I envy 
Poor Poniatowsla I* I tremble lest he should 
follow m his fathers footsteps. He has 
already the same courage, the same mihtary 
intelligence, personal devotion to His Majesty, 
generosity etc, but I trust he will not have 
the same fate. Embrace him for me.” 


The news of the taking of Sabaia had 
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made a welcome break m the weary exist- 
ence the Prince’s father was leading, but Po- 
temkin’s apathy made him relapse into bad 
humour and impatience He tried in vain to 
sting his pride by making constant allusions 
to the storming of Sabacz, but he had rightly 
guessed “that, either out of policy, ill -will, 
or incapacity, the marshals were resolved, 
even before the campaign was begun, on 
doing nothing ” 

At last, wearied by this determined 
inaction, he wrote to Prince Potemkin that 
he should leave the next day for Marshal 
Romanzoff’s ^ camp in Ukrania 

“ At last,” writes the Prince, “ I have left 
those filthy entrenchments which, m virtue 


1 Romanzoff (Pierre Alexandrowitch), bom in 1725, was one of 
the most celebrated Russian generals He defeated Frederick the 
Second at the battle of Kimersdorf Appointed Commander-m- 
Chief of the Russian army in 1770 during the war against the 
Turks, he obtained several bnlliant successes, and was named 
held marshal He was so dissatisfied at shanng the command with 
Potemkin m 1787 that he did not continue the campaign, and 
resigned his post This motive may also explain his inaction He 
died on 17th December 1796 
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of a few projecting angles are supposed to 
represent a fort eight days more and 1 
should have died of it. Potemkin nearly 
drove me mad. Sometunes on good terms* 
sometimes on bad* at daggers drawn or prime 
favounte speaking or not speaking but sir 
ting up sometimes till six in the morning to 
induce him at least to say one word sensible 
enough to report, — I could no longer endure 
the whims of such a spodt chfld. 

Weaned to death by this homble inaction 
the Pnnce went to see why Marshal Roman 
zofT was no better employed than Potemkin, 

RomauzofT as amiable as Potemkin was 
the reverse, loaded the Pnnce with promises 
and attentions, all equally false. At the 
end of a few days Ligne was fully convinced 
that the two Commanders m Chief of the I 
Russian army were agreed on one point — 
to play a tnck on the Emperor Joseph, 
and only begin the campaign in July by 
which time the whole of the Turkish forces 
would have been directed against the 
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Austrians ” The Prince de Ligne redoubled 
his efforts to stir up Potemkin He wrote to 
the Austrian ambassador at St Petersburg, and 
to the Comte de Sdgur, urging them to inform 
the Empress of the situation , but though 
himself m such favour at Court he never 
once wrote to Catherine She knew the 
motive of his silence, and was irritated at it , 
but she would not complain, in case that, in a 
fit of frankness, the Prince should say too 
much ‘Tf I had chosen,” he says, “to write 
only once m praise of Prince Potemkin and 
his operations,^ I should have received 
showers of presents m diamonds and serfs. 
Catherine would have been vei*)'^ well pleased 

1 The Pnnce de Ligne relates that Prince Potemkin had only 
one idea — that of forming a regiment of Jews, to be called 
Israelowsky “We already had a squadron whom I delighted in , 
for their long beards, winch reached to their knees, on account of 
their short stirrups, and the fear they were in on horseback, gave 
them Uie appearance of monkeys The anxiety they felt could be 
read in their eyes, and the long pikes they carried in a most 
comical manner made them look as if they were trying to mimic 
the Cossacks I do not know what cursed Pope (Russian pnest) 
persuaded our Marshal that a corps of Jews was contrary to the 
Holy Scnptures ” 
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if I had deceived her, it would have been 
more convenient for her to believe that all 
^vas going on well 

In spite of his anger against the Russian 
Marshals the Pnnce de Ligne, who was a 
connoisseur sincerely admired the Muscovite 
nation and soldiery 

I see that the Russians he writes to 
the Comte de S^gur Jeam the hberaj arts 
m the same way that /e infdcctn malgrt Int 
(the doctor in spite of himself) took his 
degree. They ore foot soldiers, sailors s] orts 
men priests dragoons, musicians, engineers, 
actors cuirassiers painters and surgeons, 

I see the Russians sing and dance m the 
trenches though they are never relieved, 
and remain m the midst of shot and shell 
of snow or mud clever clean attentive, 
respectful obedient, trying to forestall their 
orders by divining them in the eyes of their 
officers.” 

The greatest pleasure the General de , 
Ligne had \vas to wntt and receive ntv.s of 
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absent friends His letteis are so wonderfully 
graphic, the slightest detail is invested vith 
so much charm, that one is never tired of 
leading them Those he wrote to his son 
Charles are a perfect diary of his life 

From IMarsiivl Rom vN/orr’s Headquarters 
IN Poland 

S// June 17SS 

“If you inquire, my dear Charles, how I 
am, I shall reply Always the same I am 
continually m ith the armies and the marshals, 
trying to make them do something But the 
devil is with them, in spite of all their 
Russian signs of the cross. 

“The best thing I have done is to have 
left that quiz, that maker of compliments, my 
admirer, as he calls himself, for Kammiecz 
Ah ' if I still had a heart, how terribly in 
love I should be ’ The governor’s wife,^ that 

^ The famous Sophie de Mhtt ■« as a Greek slave, stolen from 
the Island of Ohio She attracted the notice of the French 
ambassador in a street of Constantinople, and he had her taken 
care of and educated On his way to St Petersburg the ambassador 

VOL. n 28 



PRINCBSSE BE UGNE uc 

magniBccnt GreeJc, known and admired all 
over the world, drove me in a berlin within 
half a cannon s range of Chocnm, from whence 
a few shots were fired over our heads. 

I confess that I felt more inclined to find 
out her weak pomt of attack than to 
reconnoitre that of the fortress, 

I stay at her house but what an infernal 
row goes on I A rattle of chains all night 
I thought there were ghosts The fact is 
that her husband, who is commandant of 
Kammiecx, has all his worlw done by con 
victs. What a contrast between their rascally 
countenances and the beauty of her whom 


Hopped u Fr«wrfa[ gr« be ivd Sopliie with hinu Geaeni 

de Wlt^ CorenKir of Dumibia, cnlcrtilaed the amheandor tnd 
was so stiQck with the beonty of tbs GnsL tlare that be 
despeimlety in km with ber 

In cTder to deedre his (juest, be sranped s boadne peJtj which 
was lo ineet at a great dltfaore Iran the flsUm, and, excndag 
binMclf cm the groemd of a sodden order remained behind. lUid^ 
bad the amhevidcr left (hao de Witt doted the gates, aad 
celebrated bis manisge with Sophia On retnndog In the eraiinj 
tbe atabsondor was oradt tuiptised to find the gates doted i a* 
orroy aru fn*, who InJcnDccl hhn of what had takes plate j be 
tbotqjbt It tttden to comoid •gabaH aa accwopDibed tet, and 
phncaophlcally rejJgoed bfaiwelf to hli waatft Bsirfage. 
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they serve, under the sway of the rod ' Even 
the cook IS a convict , it is economical, but 
dreadful 

“ I wish, my dear Charles, that Oczakoff 
(I must return to Potemkin, for I am still more 
incapable of moving this man) may procure 
me something glorious m your style I shall 
be killed on your account, for you must have 
a father worthy of you You thought of mOy 
you say , you are sublime and touching You 
have worked for me , I will work for you I 
send you a tender farewell from these five or 
six hundred leagues distance ” 

The Prince found Potemkin and his army 
just as he had left them, and he writes to his 
son, who had recommended a Prussian officer 
to him — 

From the Camp in the Deserts of Tart ary. 

Before Oczakoff, “^oth July. 

“ I Will place your Prussian officer I 
cannot make Prince Potemkin advance as far 
as the Liman, but I can advance officers 
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I have made generals, majors, etc, but you 
have made your crop of laurels, and can 
laugh at me. 

Always the same inaction, one thml 
through fear, one through spite, and one 
through Ignorance. I would wish at the end 
of the war to have one-quarter of your glory 
m this campaigTL Your letters are gay and 
brave, like yourself they bear your image. 

A fearful storm obbges me to go to bed. 
A cloud has burst over the camp and mun 
dated the two pretty little houses I have 
erected under my immense Turkish tent, so 
that I do not know where to put my foot. 
Oh oh 1 I am this moment informed that a 
major has been killed by hghtmng in his 
tent It falls nearly every day catch it who 


The other day the arms of an officer of 
light cavalry had to be amputated on account 
of the bite of a tarentula as for lizards, no 
one IS m a better position than I am to assert 
that they are the fnend of man for I hvc 


i\ PRINCESSE DE LIGNE 149 

With them, and can trust them better than my 
fi lends in this country Sometimes I hear 
the wind rising, and have my tent opened, 
but I shut it up again quickly , for the wind 
seems to blow off a furnace Oh * we do enjoy 
every sort of advantage here Shall I give 
you a specimen of Prince Repnin’s good taste ^ 
You know the habits of the service here, the 
baseness of the inferiors, and the insolence 
of the superiors When Prince Potemkin 
makes a sign or drops anything, twenty 
generals prostrate themselves to earth The 
other day seven or eight of them tried to 
help Pnnce Repnin off with his cloak , ‘ No, 
gentlemen,’ he said , ‘the Prince de Ligne will 
kindly do it.’ A good lesson ' They have 
more refinement of mind than of heart, and 
they felt it 

“Nevertheless, I rather play the victim, 
but Sarti ^ is here with an excellent orchestra, 

1 Sarti (Joseph), a celebrated Italian composer, bom at Faenza 
in 1730 In 1785 he was called to St Petersburg by Cathennc II 
Under the protection of Potemkin he was appointed in 1793 
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and he has brought that hiusic you loiow so 
well in which there are thirty C s, thirty D s, 
etc. Sometimes we have no bread, only 
biscuits and macaroons no apples or pears 
but pots of jam no butter but ices no 
water but every land of wine , no wood for 
the kitchen 6re sometimes but logs of alo€s 
to bum for perfume. We have here Madame 
Michel Potemkin who is extremely beauti 
ful Madame Skawrowski another mece 
of the viner or patriarch Potemkm (for he 
arranges his religion also) very charming 
and Madame SamoHoff another niece, still 
more lovely I played a proverb for her 
m this desert, and she seemed to hke it, for 
she has since said Do play another nddU 
for me. 

I presented the other day to the Pnnce a 
blockhead sent to me by a fool One is 
called Marolles, the other is M de X 

Dbecw of Ih* Coo»eiT»tQdom •! CMilxiiao^aS, wbh u cured , 

»TmaiDeoftiar^fiwtboo»iidroobltt|UwMiaiwrilmW^ I 

■nd fiftctD thooand rooblei foe urnttfluic eip eo to - Admitted lato I 
it* nmk* of th* Rnnliji ooNEtx I»* died tt Berflo to iSoa. 1 


u />/: i/u\/: i;t 

\\ ho rcconiincnch him as head of ilic engineers, 
and desuned lo lake Oc/akofl* 

“ ' Gooil moining. Geneial,’ lie said, on 
enienne;. lo the IVina . ‘ I will lake lhai 
place for )Ou in \ founighl. IIa\e \ou an\ 
hooks here ^ OoxonkiKm m Russia ihose 
of a M \’auhan and a certain Coehorn 1 
should like lo look them o\ei hefoic he- 
ginnmg ’ Von ina\ fanes Polemkm's asion- 
islimeni 'Wliu a man’' he siul lo me, 
' I do noi know if he is an engineer, but I 
know he is hVench Ask him a few ques- 
tions ’ I did so. and he .idmiiled he was an 
engineer for roads and bridges 

“ Baron dc Slad. who is here, delights me. 
He also IS a thorough Frenchman , annoying 
the Prince, unpleasant to e\ery one, writing 

* CoClioni {^lcnno I'-irondt) ctkbiittd cnptni,(.r,Cfin(cmponi} 
nnd n\al of \ lubm He defcnJttl N'^nuir npiiti';! Vniilnn, 'ind 
for t'\o <hjs rcpul-icd tile ntnd <in I urt W’lllielm, Inil at h'-t 
succuin 1 x.d to <;uj)i.nor numKrs, IJc diicctcd, under the I'nnct dc 
ISTcsau-Smrbruck’'; order'-, llic ‘-it.It'; of ^ cnloo nnd Rurcniondo, 
which, o\sinf; to his s! liful opcntions, were ohhpcd to cipituhlo 
He liad a great reputation m German) Horn in 1641 in Fncsland, 
he died on 17th Mardi 1704 
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charming verses hating the petulance of 
Roger ^ with whom he is perpetually quarrel 
Img and going gallantly mto action, though 
declaring all the time that he is dying of 
fnghL Behold says be, how nature suffers 
my horse himse/r trembles and cares no more 
for glory than 1 do We have seen another 
personage, as ndiculous as his name, which 
IS Gigand4 a heutenant in the guards of the 
Abb^ de Porentruy Yesterday he was robbed 
Funous, he exclaimed with his Swiss accent 
Cks me c/ie inigorge Us pitds pour 
oiler tcui te suiie fatre vies blotnies i nn 
chhieral xl tti St cest an soltat eke 


^ Omle Roger de Duniu (bom In 1765 died ia 1823). At lb« 
of fifteoi be tu alroblj ui offico Id the Fnseh titoy 1 Uj 
b i»my Vd« d^rmlioaj cltam eter bl* qoldc intellect, made hbn tbe 
ob^erred of ^FntDfoi* Flnt, the pm Cood^ tad the 
llanhal dc Sam, rroold bero vlihed to fa«re a ion IDct him, >K7t 
the Pria» do Uc«- 1 “ tbe nddit of the boarteft ctnaooade be 
Is giddj 01 a cocbcbftfer ootsy Uw moet rdenttess lineer tboetbe 
tbe dnctt open eln, taakfag tbe muldett qnotntfoes In tb« midst 
of Ibe firine, rod yet Judging periccUf ell tlnU coe» oo. Wrodoes 
oot tnirr ri r f ifw hi^ bot be is ftdl of a teahl urdewr socb «s tae 
feels sUct siopper smSiWei bArred by * 11 , what fa odW * 

nto FferehnsaD goal lookfag, «s esceUmt ftiiow sod s wed Iwed 
geBtlemro of tbe Coort of Pnujce » mtb fa Reprr de Damss.’’ 
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vo7ts fcrai rciiirc, iuais, s? c'cst wi officicr, 
cchi sera iifficilL 

“Another Frenchman, \\hose name is M 
Second, came to consult me about an affair of 
honour ‘ For I see, sir,’ he said, ‘ that I shall 
be forced to fight'' I assured him that if 
he spoke in that way to everybody he would 
have no need of a man of his own name , that 
■was a good piece of nonsense, was it not ^ 

“Shall I tell you one of my innocent 
amusements ^ I place my dromedaries m 
the way of the gilded staff, when by chance 
‘Marlborough s' cii va-l-c7ig7icr7’e' {y[.2x\horo\ig\\ 
goes off to the v ars) " The other day two or 
three generals were thrown, half the escort 
upset, and the other half sent flying 

“Ah, Charles, when shall we meet again, 
at Stamboul or at Bel CEil ^ If only the 
Emperor and my Russian General would not 


1 “I get up, I become footsore mth running nbout to complain 
to the general, and he says to me ‘ If it is a soldier, jour things 
unll be returned , but if it is an officer, it will be difficult ’ ” 

~ Popular French song 
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Stand on such ceremony about crossing the 
Save and the Bog as they would do to go 
through a door we should soon upset the 
Subhint Porte and should meet where I said 
TAeii, my dear Cmias etc. etc. In the mean 
while let us love each other wherever we are. 


On the Russian side the situation re 
mained the same all October and dunng this 
time thinga went as badly as possible for 
Austria. This disastrous campaign cost her 
thirty thousand men killed m vanous engage 
ments forty thousand earned off by the 
plague, the invasion of the Banate, and seve 
ral defeats in Bosnia. lU with fatigue, in 
despair at his want of success, alarmed at 
the complete rebelhon m Flanders, Joseph 
returned to Vienna almost broken hearted. 
He determined to call to his side the Pnnee 
de Ligne, and to give him, with Marshal 
Laudon the command of his army dunng the 
ensuing campaign He sent Pnnee Charles 
to carry the order to his father We can 
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imagine how welcome was the arrival of the 
conqueror of Sabacz, and with what trans- 
ports of delight he was received His father 
immediately prepared to depart, and they 
arrived m Vienna at the end of November 
Potemkin took Oczakofif a fortnight later 
It seemed ^as though he had waited Ligne’s 
departure before deciding on the attack, and 
his jealous character justifies the supposition 
The winter was peacefully spent at Vienna, and 
Prince Charles, absorbed in his new passion, 
did not seem afflicted at his wife’s absence 
In the spring of 1789 the two Princes 
joined Marshal Laudon’s army. General de 
Ligne commanded the right wing, and played 
an important part at the siege of Belgrade, 
during which he displayed an indefatigable 
energy “ I was all on fire myself,” he writes, 
''urged on by that being, ^ who is more like 
a god than a man Urged on by him, I 
urged on the others Bolza watched, and 


1 Marshal Laudon 




PRINCESSE DE UGNE 


danced attendance. Funk fired Maillard^ 
advanced I thanked, begged, thundered, 
threatened commanded all was done, and 
well done, m the twinkling of an eye. 

Pnnee Charles who was Colonel was in 
command and cneigeticaliy seconded his 
father who caught a violent fever dunng the 
siege, and was confined to bs bed for some 
days at which he was very funous. He 
wntes to Marshal Lascy The Turkish 
Caiques have been venturing too near Kneg 
Insel (my headquarters) We must give 
them a lesson I said to my son who at times 
engaged wnth my own at others with Marshal 
Laudon s column of attack Charles with 
his usual liveliness immediate!) threw hun 
self into a boat with my aides-de-camp and 
followed by about forty other small boats, 
went off to attack the Turkish Caiques. 

I directed the battle from my window 
m spite of a diabohcal attack of fei-cr and 

1 ilBl, WrJT«, Fonk *od Mtfllanl wtn lb* ritocti Out* 
gidet-dt-amp. 
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almost killed myself screaming to an Italian, 
who commanded my frigate, the Marie- 
T/idrese 'Alla larga f' and words which 
I dare not write Out of patience I finally 
went myself to end this very peculiar naval 
engagement ” 

Belgrade was taken on the 8th of October 
1 789 , Prince Charles had again the honour 
of being first at the assault Marshal Laudon, 
who was not lavish of praise or flattery, wrote 
to the Prince de Ligne the most compli- 
mentary letter, m which he said “ Moie than 
half the glory won by the taking of Belgrade 
by right belongs to your Highness ” 

The Emperor sent the Prince the cross 
of Commander of the Order of Marie-Thdr^se, 
accompanied by a dry and cold letter, whose 
purpose de Ligne could not unravel , but he 
was still so ill with fever that both cross 
and letter made but a slight impression He 
solved the riddle later on Joseph II had un- 
justly suspected him of having encouraged 
the rebellion m Flanders 


The Cwr ytm* Diet— The Cocrt at \V*m» nta Um Priuctwe 
Cbaria- — FeaWtia <rf the peat PoH«h kinJi — Coent \Tacflit 
Potocki and th two wfm — Wocaae Chartes axid OyrTt 
P«ocH— FBght to Ntanljow — - T wo dfrcrc* iciti. 

The Turkish war bad seemuigly caused a 
happy diversion from Polish affairs, and for 
the last two or three years that country 
had enjoyed a most unusual state of peace 
Russia, entirely absorbed by her important 
wars in Turkey and in Sweden, was appa 
rendy oblivious of her existence. Austna, on 
her side, took httle heed and was satisfied 
with the lar^ share that had been ceded 
to her m the first dismemberment that had 
taken place. But this lull could not continue. 
Prussia was secretly making crverturcs to the 
Poles, and trying to prevent Stanislaus from 
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sending his promised reinforcements to the 
Russians 

The Polish nobility, always restless and 
disunited, were anxious to take advantage of 
Russia’s difficulties, but could not agree on 
the course likely to ensure success The 
majority, however, tempted by Prussia’s secret 
promises, were disposed to listen to her 
advances, and conclude with her a defensive 
alliance A new constitution, more m har- 
mony with the actual state of Poland, was 
also a question of debate, and the public 
mind, now thoroughly roused, anticipated 
with increasing interest the meeting of the 
Diet ^ 

The King summoned it to meet on the 
6th of October 1788 The arrival of all 
the nuncios, accompanied by their numerous 
retinues, part of which came from the most 

1 This Diet was called the Grand or Constitutional Diet , it 
lasted four years, and decreed hereditary nghts to the throne, 
religious hberty, the maintenance of a permanent army, and a new 
distribution of taxes, affecting also the nobility See Ferrand’s 
History of the Dtsinembennent of Poland 
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distant Palatinates imparted to Warsaw an 
unusually animated appearance » and the 
town offered at that time attractions of a 
most unique character 

The great Polish lords who habitually 
lived on their estates, had retained manners 
and customs that partook of an unctvi/ised 
magnificence. They nearly all possessed 
palaces m Warsaw but only inhabited them 
during the Diets — that is to say for six weeks 
every two years and these lajge residences 
presented the most curious imxrure of luxur> 
and penury After passmg through empty 
halls, where the ceiUngs were falling to pieces, 
and the hangings were all mouldy from the 
damp one came upon drawing rooms wth 
ornamented frescoes and with gold and 
blue vaulted ceilings. The ante*rooms ^\'C^e 
crowded with lacqueys in tattered Iivencs, 
and with poor gentlemen who attending as 
servants upon the great lords proudly \sorc 
the ancient Polish costumes. Though the) 
did not give at Warsaw as in the Pala 
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tinates, gigantic feasts, during which the 
toasts were accompanied by a salute of artil- 
lery, yet they did not completely abandon 
all the old customs, and the master of the 
house would still occasionally honour the lady 
of his thoughts by sending round her tiny 
shoe, full of champagne or Tokay 

The tone of the best French society 
reigned at the Polish Court with a mixture 
of oriental peculiarities European good 
taste was combined with that of Asia, and the 
polished manners of civilised countries did 
not exclude the hospitality common to those 
beyond the pale 

A revival took place in Polish literature 
during the reign of Stanislaus-Augustus 
The King patronised learning, and encour- 
aged to his utmost the reorganisation of 
the universities After the suppression of 
the Jesuits the funds obtained by the sale of 
their property were entirely applied to this 
object A regular committee was appointed 
to superintend the national education The 
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Bishop of* Wiina was one of its most in 
fluential members , he created at his o\7n 
expense a professorship of anatomy at the 
university of Wilna, which was the first that 
existed m Poland? 

During the reign of Stamslaus Augfustus 
the Court was celebrated for its pleasures its 
love mtngues, and its pretty women their 
beauty had become proverbial Among the 
beauGes of that Gme were the Pnncess Lu 
bomirska, whom we have already heard of 
under the name of Pnneesse Marichale her 
sister in law the fascinating Pnncess Czar 
toryska, a Fleming by birth the Countess 
Potocka, an Osso/insfca by birth and the 
Pnncess Charles of Courland The Gao 


1 Tbc dbatanbenont oT IV4aiul did OM arreit th« teUkouI 
m of the oukcit whlcb rran that tiiM dm<«d ladf to tbe 
prcKrnUkm of lb« PoUih kecaaev tod to the prouctkai of tli* 
mocmiDtfiti of tho cooBtij Tb« iaflocsce owdsed Ijy rrincs 
CfartaryiU in tbe Emperor Akaando'r CT*»db g^ieatly urbled liri* 
rooTemtnt- He pcTcfa4*ed tha BJCnifiasit Ubewy of tbe Kloe 
Stmukfw-ABpoitni, wbJch, edJed to bb oira, became tbe ■o't 
hnportant deptaUocy of SUronJe bbtory tod Uimtart It wa 
coo£tcaicd by Ranla in iS}f 
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latter were really beautiful, and all four were 
intelligent women It was asserted that the 
first one made the fortune of those she loved, 
the second robbed them of it, and the two 
others simply enjoyed themselves without 
thinking of anything else The Princess 
Langorouska and the Countess Branicka, the 
Princess Andre Poniatowska, sister-in-law 
to the King, the Princess Lubomirska, a 
Haddik by birth, also ranked high at Court, 
where all the affairs of the State were the 
mainspring of society The King, who was 
weak, indulgent, and always m love, was 
governed by the favourite of the moment ^ 

^ “It would be necessary,” says the Pnnce de Ligne, “to pre- 
vent the ladies at Court from harming the Government by intngues 
m love, in politics, and in society , and also advisable to attract the 
great lords by all sorts of amusements and distinctions It would 
then be possible to retain in the kmgdom all the money which 
the pettiest noble, as soon as he has cut his mustachios and 
left off his long respectable coat, thinks necessary to carry off to 
Paris, and spend with women, tailors, hotels, and hairdressers, and 
in gambling and paying off the pohce, ivith whom he is always 
getting into trouble ” Unfortunately the King himself set the ex- 
ample of thus abandoning the ancient Polish customs in favour of 
the French 
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The Pnnce, dunng his short stay at Warsaw 
soon p>erceived these weak points, and he 
says The King is too honest a man with 
women as he is indeed with all his subjects , 
he IS genuinely m love, and inconstant with 
the greatest possible sincenty and thus he 
often throws himself into the arms of his 
opponents, deserting and ruimng his own 


Such was the Court at which the Prm 
cess Charles was to shine Her reputation 
for intelligence, beauty and coquetry having 
already attracted the attention of all her 
Polish nationahty elegance talents, and the 
evident pleasure she showed on returning 
to her native land delighted her fellow 
countrymen. 

Her empty palace, rapidly metamorphosed 
by her own able hands, became one of the 
most elegant m Warsaw and she availed her 
self of the opportunity to displaj the remark 
able domestic qualities she possessed and 
which had been so little appreoaled b> her 
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mother-in-law During the latter time of her 
stay at Bel QEil her husband had forbidden 
her to ride, on account of her delicate health , 
she now amply made up for that privation 
The Prince- Bishop, who * thoroughly spoilt 
her, gave her the most beautiful horses, and 
she might be seen every morning on horse- 
back escorted by several young noblemen who 
were perfect horsemen, as are all the Poles 
She built a theatre m her palace, and gratified 
her love of acting to her heart’s content 
Freed from the supervision that oppressed 
her at Bel QEil, H61ene abandoned herself 
without constraint to the irresistible charms of 
this life of pleasure She forgot the past, her 
husband, and her daughter even , the Prin- 
cesse Charles de Ligne no longer existed — 
Hdl^ne Massalska alone remained 

W inter was rapidly drawing to a close, and 
the Princess still gave no thought to Vienna 
The de Ligne family, justly offended at her 
prolonged absence, preserved a disdainful 
silence 
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The Prmcc-Bishop had returned to Wdna 
dunng the vacanon of the Djet, but his 
niece, who wished to enjoy the summer sea 
son^just then remained aJone al 

Warsaw 

The King his family and the most import 
ant personages at Court had eJegant country 
houses in the suburbs where they indulged 
m the most sumptuous and onginal festtvibes. 
The greatest lujony was displayed in these 
entertainments where each host endeavoured 
to surpass his neighbour m plannmgsurpnses 
and unforeseen effects. The first one at which 
the Princess Charles appeared \sras given by 
the Princess Andr6 Poniatowska. The 
heat on that day had been suffocating, the 
Pnnee led his visitors to a grotto formed by 
an artificial rock from which fell a cascade 
imparting by its very sound a cool and agree- 
able sensation Then they all went into the 
grotto where they rested for a few minutes on i 
the soft mossy banks iftcr which the Pnnee 
proposed a walk in the park. They entered I 
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a shady avenue leading to a door, which was 
hidden in the foliage , he touched a spring, 
the door flew open, and disclosed a magnifi- 
cent circular hall, splendidly illuminated, and 
painted with frescoes representing allegorical 
subjects , It was surrounded by niches m the 
walls containing Turkish divans, which were 
covered with the richest brocades The back 
of these recesses was of a dead gold, contrast- 
ing marvellously with the black hair and deli- 
cate complexion of the Polish ladies who came 
to rest in them They had barely seated 
themselves when strains of music were heard, 
which seemed to descend mysteriously from 
the skies Suddenly the floor opened, and a 
table, magnificently laid out, slowly ascended, 
as if at the touch of a fairy’s wand ” The 
King seated himself, and motioned the de- 
sired guests to their places, Prmcesse H diene 
being among the number 

Stanislaus was most agreeably disposed , 
he was fond of conversation, and set every 
one at ease He liked to speak on art and 
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literature his mind which was cultivated 
though without much depth appeared at 
these eutertainmeflts under its most favour 
able aspect. Pans and France were the 
topics of conveiBation, and as they recalled 
the delig-htful past, the King" took pleasure in 
questioning H^hne about the people whom 
he had known. 

When supper was over they agam went 
into the park, and wandered about in the 
beautiful moonlight, returning only to War 
saw when the night was far advanced 

H^^ne bad become particularly intimate 
with the princess Crartor)'ska, so passioaatel> 
loved by Lauxun, and of whom he has left 
a charming descnpuon * The Princess s resi 
dence was entirely different from any of the 
others for Powinski was laid out in what 
we now call the realistic style. 

Each member of the family occupied a 
cottage, the exact reproduction of a peasant s 

S<e u«e ilammn of Ijuirtii, vlxM Mlhdddty tersTW ok 
da by BD mcna becoulo oC 
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hut , It was made with trunks of trees laid 
one on the other, cemented together by 
a mixture of earth and straw “ Madame 
la Princesse inhabited a very large hut , 
those of the children and servants were 
smaller This group of cottages looked like 
a village m the midst of an immense park , 
but, on entering one of them, one was struck 
by the sumptuousness of the apartments 
which greeted the eye The finish and 
elegance of the decorations were on a 
scale of which one single detail will give 
an idea The bathroom of the Princess 
was lined from top to bottom with tiles 
of Dresden china, painted with the ut- 
most delicacy, and each representing a small 
picture they numbered, it is said, three 
thousand 

“After leaving these would-be cottages, and 
crossing a part of the park, one came upon an 
enormous Turkish tent, of a magnificent and 
curious appearance It had belonged to the 
Vizier, and was taken during the war be- 
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tween the Russians and the Turks. The 
interior was ornamented with Oriental hang; 
mgs and trophies of Turkish arms, which were 
exceedingly beautiful. On the ground were 
nch carpets and piles of gold-ecnbroidered 
cushions used as seats made the illusion 
perfect Behind the heavy curtains sounds 
of Turkish music were heard and servants 
dressed in Eastern costumes served pipes 
and coffee on small low tables inlaid with 
mother-of pearl” Every reception day the 
park lakes nvers and bndges were illu 
minated, and supper was served the whole 
evenmg m a large pavSion covered with 
creepers, and open on all aides, A number 
of small tables were laid out, and at each 
one of the ladies presided. A ball was or 
ganised in the Pnneess s cottage, where they 
danced most of the night 

After enjoying these gaieUes for some 
time, Ht^lfene joined ber uncle at \Vcrk> 
With the exception of a few short holidaj’s, 
the Diet contrary to the usual custom sat 
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Without interruption and without fresh elec- 
tions till the year 1792 During these four 
years, and notwithstanding the critical nature 
of the political questions under discussion, 
the Court of Stanislaus presented an un- 
usually brilliant aspect, which, however, was 
not destined to last 

While the Diet was sitting all the Crown 
officials were obliged by their duties to reside 
in Warsaw Amongst those who attracted 
the most notice was the Lord High Chamber- 
lain, Count Vincent Potocki He belonged 
to one of the most illustrious families in Po- 
land, and possessed immense landed estates 
and palaces of regal magnificence His 
father, Stanislaus-Potocki, Palatine of Kiew, 
was the nephew and godson of the King 
Stamslaus-Leczmski, and therefore first cousin 
of the late Queen of France 

Although at this time the Lord Chamber- 
lain was nearly thirty-eight years of age, he 
passed for one of the most fascinating men 
at Court Gifted with a keen and refined 
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intellect, very careful of his own interests, a 
favourite with women and always on the 
best of terms with influential men he knew 
the art of being successful with every one. 

His first wife was Ursule Zamoiska,* 
niece of King Stanislaus Augustus the) 
had no children and were divorced at the 
end of a few years. Divorces were of such 
frequent occurrence in Poland and had be 
come such an established custom that this 
event made no difference in the Counts 
position with the King Shortly after her 
divorce Pnneess Zamoiska married the 
Count Mniseck, and Count Vincent hunself 
mamed m 1786 the Countess Minelska, by 
whom he had two sons. It was just at the 
time of the buth of his second son that the 
Count was summoned by bis duties to War 

i The Kfaic’* eldeit Loobe ronhionikm, mairietl Cc*d( 

J J JJlcbel by whom the b«d ooe danctutr UrwU 

lltatnM Geoffrin wrote os foOowi U> 1^ St*aUiB» 

OO f5tli JUrch ryrfi I— Sodtiy k Bore WHitirt llm 

ero—fct leut I beur of « c«*l ““ny mankcet. toar 
MademolaeDe Unnle 7imnh1t*. fa ujonjinc rwocii , 

brother ln4iw of a Cormten rotoeka who It bere." j 
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saw. The Countess remained at Ukrania, 
in a property near Niemirow, their habitual 
residence, her health not yet permitting her 
to travel 

The Lord Chamberlain, on arriving at 
Warsaw, met the Princesse Helene at his 
cousins, Mesdames Jean and Severin Po- 
tocka, he was presented to her, and soon 
became one of the most faithful followers 
of her little Court Hitherto H diene, like 
a real coquette, had noticed all her admirers 
without seeming to distinguish any, but it 
was soon apparent that she received Count 
Vincent with marked favour Her habits 
changed entirely, she went much less into 
society, and was only seen at the houses 
which the Count himself habitually frequented 
He showed the greatest reserve in his in- 
tercourse with the Princess Either from 
policy or prudence, he manifested no eager- 
ness, and even affected to avoid meeting 
her too often , it was easy, however, for 
an attentive observer to see that he was 
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flattered at the distinction with which he 
was treated by a young beautiful and most 
attractive woman 

H^line,who was m love for the first timem 
her hfe, gave herself up completely to the fed 
ings which influenced her Without admitting 
it to herself she felt keenly the Quints cold 
ness of manner towards her and endeai cured 
to find out its cause she thought he disap- 
proved of her worldly pursuits and she hoped 
to please him by giving them up the pleas 
ure parties, the bnlliant cavalcades, were all 
abandoned She courted solitude, and m her 
letters to her fnends betrajed, unawares, her 
secret thoughts here is an answer from the 
Pnneesse Henn Lubomirska, then living in 
Pans which shows that her passion was no 
longer a secret — 

Paris, 15^4 OcUitr 1789- 

At last, pussie, I ba\c received a letter 
from you, dated the 34th of September It 
IS a thousand and a hundred thousand years 
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Since I had heard from you, and I even felt 
a little cross, I must confess But, after 
seeing in your letter such big phrases as 
actual situation^ settled for ever, etc , I have 
cooled down, for, like Germain m La Feinte 
par Amour, ^ ‘What I am not told I know 
nevertheless ’ Really I am sorry that I 
cannot see you m this nevj situation, which 
makes solitude so precious You must be 
very funny, not that I think the sentimental 
style altogether unbecoming to you , there 
are privileged beings whom every phase 
suits, and this can be said of you more than 
of anybody , but I cannot suppress a certain 
curiosity, — forgive me for it, my pet Your 
happiness is my most ardent wish, and I am 
more interested than ever in desiring it, since 
the longer it lasts the longer you will remain 
with us Tell me what terms you are on 
with Madame de Mniseck I have good 

1 La Femte par Amour, The Counterfeit of Love, comedy in 
three acts and verse by Dorat, played for the first time on 13th 
July 1773 

2 Ursule Zamoiska, Count Potocki’s first wife 
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reasons for asking' and you will understand 
them but do not mention my question to 
anybody and when you see the Lord 
Chamberlain present him with my coraph 


Is It true that he is irrevocably settled 
at Warsaw and has given up Niemirow ? 

By the bye, why were you astonished that 
in a letter dated from Pans J should have 
sent you the Comte Augustes' compliments? 
It was not on the high road but here, where 
he IS deputy at the States General that I saw 
him. I will not mention my health it is too 
tiresome a subject Neither will I write 
about what goes on here, as political matters 
do not interest you much and moreover 
you see everything m the newspapers. So 
good bye, my puss write often you know 
that your letters are always a great pleasure 
to me. Are you still fond of ndmg and 


1 Comte AacBrtc de U Jtaidc, ««Dnd ibe l>jcbf«e 

(fAreniwe A frlffld of Ali«fae*n, fcc pUred « icicrestinc 
in the oT llw R*»uludw. 
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going to the theatre ? I am afraid you have 
given up all these amusements Forgive my 
surmises , at a distance of five hundred 
leagues one may sometimes make a mistake, 
and see things m a wrong light ; but at least 
believe that no distance can dimmish the 
tender interest I feel for you ” 

Evidently Helene’s friend knew perfectly 
all that was going on , her question with 
regard to the Comtesse de Mniseck proves it 
She wished to know on what footing the two 
young women were with each other Helene 
had naturally become intimate with her 
Madame de Mniseck was only too glad that 
the Count should be faithless to her successor 
We have already seen that H61ene was 
extremely worried by the Count’s coldness 
and reserve towards herself, she could not 
refrain from mentioning it to Madame de 
Mniseck, who, according to the singular 
Polish habit, had remained on perfectly 
courteous terms with her first husband It 
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IS not necessary to add that the word love 
was never menboned between them they 
only recognised an affectionate regard,'’ and 
H61^ne implored her fnend to discover the 
cause of the Counts strange behanour 
Madame de Mmsech graciously fulfilled this 
strange commission and reassured H^^ne so 
completely that she wrote as follows to the 
Count — 

Madame de Mmseck has just told me 
that you have spoken of me m affectionate 
terras to her and that you reproach yourself 
with having left me for three months m doubt 
as to >our senoments. 

I am deeply touched at this your 
affecbon is precious to me, and m 11 always 
be so and as I felt that I had not been m 
fault, I was sure your good heart would 
bring you back to me sooner or later 

It is evident that little by little the 
mtimacy between the Count and Hilcnc 
was increasing Perhaps he was uncon 
sciously fascinated by the \ery great charm 
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of the young Princess ^ Perhaps in the 
Bishop of Wilna’s immense fortune he hoped 
to find a resource for freeing his lands from 
their heavy mortgages ^ It is difficult to tell, 
for, m this circumstance, as m all those con- 
nected with the Count, the motive of his 
conduct remains an enigma 

Whatever the reason, he accepted the 
delicate responsibility of managing H diene’s 
affairs, which had been in a state of great 
confusion for some time The Count had 
an undoubted capacity for business — a rare 
quality m a Polish noble , they generally 
know how to spend their fortune better 
than how to manage it 

The advice which he gave the Princess 
was a pretext for frequent interviews, which 
always took place m the presence of a third 
person, either a secretary or a young lady ^ 
One day, however, Helene received a note 

1 The great Polish ladies were always accompanied by some 
young girl or young married woman, who belonged to the lesser 
and poorer nobility , their position was that of a companion or 
even head lady’s maid 
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from the Coimt begging for a private inter 
view Surpn^ed and disturbed at the receipt 
of these few lines, without reflecting 

on their undoubted signiflcance, replied that 
she would grant his rexjuest, but only on 
condition that he would remember she was 
another man s wife. 

The Count arrived at the appomted time, 
and after a few ramutes of the most trivial 
conversation Hdine, agitated and trembling 
asked turn without reflecting on the piuport 
of her words, why he had demanded this 
interview He answeml rather coldly that 
she appeared to beawai^of it already, and 
he then made her a regular declaration. The 
young Princess, earned away by the violence 
of her feeimg^ admitted that she loved him 
as she had never loved any one before, but 
that she was determined that this confession 
should lead to no result so Jong ns they had 
not each recovered their iibcrty 

The Count calmly replied that he was 
proud of the distinction conferred that it was I 
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sufficient for his happiness, and that his 
reserve and respect would prove that he was 
an honourable man He then made a deep 
obeisance and retired, leaving H diene in a 
most agitated frame of mind 

She felt more humiliated than satisfied 
with what had taken place , for, m accordance 
with a very natural sentiment, she had wished 
to maintain a discreet behaviour, with the 
intention of taking all the credit to herself, 
she had prepared to combat an ardent lover, 
and she had found herself face to face with 
a man who was able not only to master his 
feelings, but was even more reasonable than 
she was 

Dissatisfied with herself, with him, and 
with the rash admission she had just made, 
she wrote and tore up three or four letters 
after his departure , at last she sent him the 
following — 

“ I have tried three times to write to you, 
without having been able to express the agita- 
tion of my heart How changed are my pro- 
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spects since yesterday! 1 fee! humiliated de 
graded. I granted the very first request 
you made, but I wished to place between us 
a bamer which your delicacy of feeling nould 
respect. On reflection I perceive that my 
surrender has only added to my imprudence. 

I have shown you my weakness, whilst you 
have shown me how honour should control 
nature. I forgot mjself whast you re 
membered this is not the moment to 
claim your esteem tune alone will restore it 


P S — My thoughts are so full of > ester 
days events that I have not been able to 
close my eyes. Can it be possible that a 
smgle djy should thus mflucnce my life I 
feel that henceforth it is youre, and jours 
alone I 

Hdlhne spoke truly for this affection 
already so deeply rooted, was to last all her 
life. 

It appears that the Count replied in a mj 
that sufficed to dispel the anxiety of the 
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young Princess , for he received the following 
note from her, which we find carefully pre- 
served amongst her other letters ^ 

“ The few words you have written have 
filled me with joy I read and reread them 
ten times whilst dressing, and I found the 
pastime a sweet one I shall see you this 
evening at Madame Jean’s ” ^ 

We do not possess any of the letters which 
the Count wrote at that time , but, judging 
b)r Helene’s answers, he must have been a 
jealous and despotic man She submitted to 
his tyranny m a most extraordinary manner 
He insisted on her burning all the letters 
she had received from her husband and her 
friends, and made so severe a selection among 
her numerous acquaintances at Warsaw, that 
little by little he narrowed her sphere to a 
small circle, m which he reigned supreme , 
Helene accepted everything 


1 Helene’s notes, many of winch nere insignificant, were 
docketed and carefully kept by the Count 
- Madame Jean Potocka, the Count’s niece 
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I wrote to jou last night; and intended 
sending off my note this morning she writes, 
but when I awoke it was too late. 

What IS It that womes you ? Tell me 
at once. If a complete sacrifice of all that 
displeases you can secure your peace of mind, 
say but one word, and it will cost me nothing 
I shall consider myself the gamer if by giving 
up everything I am able to make you happy 
and contented 

If these ladies had not insisted on 
going with them, I would willingly have 
stayed at home. 

With you alone I have enough to occupy 
my heart and mind without rcquinng the 
presence of others. 

About this time, that is tow-ards the end 
of 1790, the Comtesse Wncent, who had 
completely recovered her health left Ukrania, 
and joined her husband at Warsaw It was 
impossible to prevent her rclum and equally 
impossible to conceal from her the growing 
mtimacy between the Lord Chamberlain and 
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the Prmcesse de Ligne, whose reputation of 
poquetry and beauty had already reached her 
ears 

The Comtesse Anna adored her husband, 
and m spite of all his efforts to hide 
the truth from her she soon discovered it, 
and absolutely refused to admit the Princess 
witliin her doors “ I shall never consent,” 
she said to her husband, “ to receive the woman 
who has robbed me of your affection, whatever 
may be the nature of your intimacy ” The 
Count, very much surprised at this unexpected 
resistance on her part, vainly endeavoured to 
dispel his wife's suspicion, but when H diene 
called on the Countess she found the door 
closed Mortally wounded by this affront, 
she gave way to all the violence of her 
character , she declared to the Count that 
she insisted on his compelling his wife to 
receive her, adding that she could never 
rest under an insult that dishonoured her 
m the eyes of the world The Count, after 
trying m vain to calm her, finally flew into a 
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passion and after a terrible scene abruptly 
left her Utterly upset by the manner in 
which the Count had left her on the pre 
VIOUS day Hdline sent hnn the very next 
morning these few lines wntten m such a 
state of agitation as to be almost illegible — 

1 am wntmg to you without knowing hon 
to begin \Vhat a scene I I am still quite 
unnerved by it you have left me abandoned 
me, and nothing remains to alleviate mj 
despair I am alone in the world, I have 
neglected my fnends, broken all Bes, burnt 
under your eyes all the proofs of the affecuon 
which my husband once bestowed on me. I 
have destroyed secrets, confidences, assurances 
of tenderness from the fnends of my childhood, 
and yesterday you retracted the few words of 
affection which have at tunes escaped jour 
bps. Who ivill console me in m> afflicBon ? 

1 leave it to you to imagine vhat remains 
after this. Good bje. my dear Vincent in 
any case, should I meet you again jou nill 
alwaj-s be the eternal object of mj affections. 
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and should nothing bring you back to me, 
that of my eternal regrets In any case you 
alone will occupy all my thoughts, and pos- 
sess till death all my affection 

“If you are determined never to see me 
again, return my letters, and at the end of 
this one write Aduu This sentence, to be 
decreed by your hand, is the only favour I 
solicit from you ” 

This note was returned to the Princess, 
a few minutes later, by the messenger who 
had taken it The seal was unbroken,^ 
but on It were traced two lines, m the 
Comtesse Anna’s own handwriting, with the 
following words “ The Count left this 
morning for Niemirow” This news filled 
H diene with dismay , she fancied the 
Countess rejoicing at her grief, triumphing 
in his departure, and preparing to join her 
husband and her children A mad idea shot 
through her brain , she rang at once, and 

1 We have found this letter amongst the Count’s papers Hel^;ne 
probably forwarded it before she determined to join him 
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ordered a post-chaise to be brought round 
immediately Half an hour later the Pnncesa 
threw herself into the carnage, accompanied 
by only one of her women, and after a journey 
of astounding rapidity amvcd at Niemirow 
a few hours after the Count. 

The latter had left Warsaw merely to 
escape from a position that was no longer 
bearable, and without any settled resolution 
The unexpected amval of H^J^e completely 
unnerved him her beauty her tendemesa, 
her despair, the rashness of her conduct in 
thus sacnddng her reputation, all combined 
to move and perplex him and the recollec 
tion of poor Comtesse Anna could not con 
tend against the fescmation of the moment 
H 61 ^e earned the day and when the emo- 
tion of the first few moments was o\er they 
agreed to ask for a divorce on both sides. 

The Pnneess dreading lest the Count 
should change his mind, urged that their 
plans should be earned out without dcfi) 
and the ver> next da> three letters were 
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despatched from Niemirow, the first ad- 
dressed to the Comtesse Anna, the second to 
the Prince de Ligne, and the third to the 
Bishop of Wilna. The Count offered his 
wife the custody of their two sons, besides a 
large annuity, if she would consent to the 
divorce The Princess requested that her 
daughter Sidonie should be sent back to her, 
and that the Prince- Bishop and a trustee 
appointed by her, and invested with her full 
authority, should settle all questions of interest 
with the de Ligne family Then, m a letter 
to her uncle, she informed him of her in- 
tended divorce, asking him not to withdraw 
his sympathy from her, and help her in the 
settlement of her affairs 

The Comtesse Anna was m total ignorance 
of what had taken place, her husband’s letter 
told her the sad truth The unhappy woman 
could as yet hardly believe in the reality of 
the blow which had fallen upon her She 
had scarcely been married four years, and 
her unvarying gentleness and blameless char- 
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ordered a post-chaise to be brought round 
immediately Half an hour later the Pnncess 
threw herself into the carnage, accompanied 
by only one of her women and after a journey 
of astounding rapidity amved at Niemirow 
a few hours after the Count. 

The latter had left Warsaw merely to 
escape from a position that was no longer 
bearable and without any settled resolution. 
The unexpected amvaJ of H^I^e completely 
unnerved him her beauty her tenderness, 
her despair the rashness of her conduct in 
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despatched from Niemirow, the first ad- 
dressed to the Comtesse Anna, the second to 
the Prince de Ligne, and the third to the 
Bishop of Wilna. The Count offered his 
wife the custod}'- of their two sons, besides a 
large annuity, if she w'ould consent to the 
divorce. The Princess requested that her 
daughter Sidonie should be sent back to her, 
and that the Prmce-Bishop and a trustee 
appointed by her, and invested with lier full 
authority, should setde all questions of interest 
with the de Ligne family. Then, in a letter 
to her uncle, she informed him of her in- 
tended divorce, asking him not to w ithdraw 
his sympathy from her, and help her in the 
settlement of her affairs 

The Comtesse Anna w^as in total ignorance 
of what had taken place, her husband's letter 
told her the sad truth The unhappy w’oman 
could as yet hardly believe m the reality of 
the blow which had fallen upon her. She 
had scarcely been married four years, and 
her unvarying gentleness and blameless’char- 
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acter ought to have secured to her the last 
ing affection of the husband she adored and 
whose fondest wish had been fulfilled bv the 
birth of two sons She stHI hoped that this 
intimacy would be but a passing fancy and 
refused to consent to a divorce. 

Her answer was simple and touching — 
Have you foi^otten she said that we 
married out of mutual sympathy, and not 
only with the consent but by the wish of our 
parents ? These tics were to last for ever 
and God sanctioned and blessed them by 
granting us children. You have sometimes 
been weak but I shall stUJ pcTse\-crc being 
fully persuaded that both my duty and my 
happiness are involved. 

I shall always remember that when Fran 
CIS ^vas bom you were on jour knees in the 
adjoining room, praying to God for me and 
for our child You loved us then and if >'ou 
searched your inmost he«ut jou would stHI 
find these two sentiments there, for I bclic\c 
nothing could ever efface them. 
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“ You see nn' heart and soul laid hare 
before you , read your ov.n, one word, only 
one, and I wall forget c\ei\ thing, I aw, ait it 
with the greatest impatience 

“Your very humble and \er) obedient 
servant, Ann\ PorofK\” 

This letter and many oihcts remained 
without effect , the Lord Chamla rl.iin had 
already made up his mind Kot only w,is 
he completely under the charm of Helene's 
fascination, but, as w'e said before, tlu pro- 
spect of the immense fortune ^he would 
possess singularly strengthened his deter- 
mination 
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While these romantic events were tahing 
place m Ukrania others of a more serous 
nature were occumng m Flanders. Van der 
Noot, uniting his efforts to those of Vonck 
and Van der Mersch, had issued a mam 
festo exhorting the people of Brabant to 
rebellion and on the same da} the 24th of 
October 1789 the little* army of palnots 
assembled at Hasselt bad jn\Tided the Del 
gian territory ^ The Emperor, suddcnlj 

‘ Vati NooC AD Acliro Aod stalgoj liwytT bet »lib 
Ambitkn Capadtr topeticr vbi the Craiai /hu/ mci*r \ia 
Enp»n^ beaded tbe party wbo wbbed for tbe mabtrnaDee of tt 
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alarmed, tried to arrest the movement by 
making useless concessions , the violent irri- 
tation he felt at the defection of Flanders 
caused him to suspect every one belonging to 
the country of taking part m the rebellion 
The Prince de Ligne himself, then at the 
siege of Belgrade, did not escape his dis- 
pleasure, and It was then that he wrote him 
the harsh letter we have already mentioned 
But Joseph soon recognised the injustice of 
his suspicions, and the Prince de Ligne was 
recalled. The latter obeyed at once, and 
wrote the following charming letter to the 
Emperor — 

Belgrade, November 1789 
“ I am overjoyed at your Majesty’s kind- 
ness in permitting me to appear before you, 
and to remain in Vienna until I start for 
Moravia or Silesia at the head of the army 
now returning from Syrmia I am far more 

ancient, aristocratic, and sacerdotal constitution, \ihilc another 
lan-jcr, Vonck, a man of great abihtj, and General Van der Mersch, 
led the popular faction 
^OL II 
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touched, Sire, by a grace than by a dis- 
grace. The cares of the siege of Belgrade, 
and the fever from which I suffered, that no 
amount of quinine could subdue, prevented 
my feelmg the gnef I should naturally have 
had on reading the terrible phrase Prepare 
yourself to receive marks of my displeasure, 
for it IS neither my pleasure nor my habit to 
be disobeyed. I had reason to congratulate 
myself on my behaviour Sire, during the Dava 
nan war eleven years ago and you thanked 
me for it On this occasion, it is true, your 
Majesty decided that my despatches should be 
conveyed to you through an orderly but if I 
made use of my aides-de-camp it was solelj 
on account of the Comte de ChoiscuTs spcaal 
message from Constantinople, recommending 
that his very important despatch to the Mar 
quis de NoaiHes should be conveyed as safcl) 
and duectly as possible. An orderly ma> fall 
asleep get drunk, or be murdered 

I must cra^c your pardon Sire if I 
showed no anxiet> at }Our displeasure, but I 
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know your justice still better , I supposed 
that the ill-timed journey made by one of 
my aides-de-camp to Flanders when the re- 
bellion was at Its height had perhaps led 
your Majesty to suppose that I was con- 
cerned m It, and that I had some under- 
standing with the disaffected 

Whilst the Prince de Ligne was returning 
to Vienna the insurgents seized Ghent and 
Brussels, and on the 2d of December 1789 
they proclaimed that Joseph II had forfeited 
the sovereignty of the Netherlands Two 
months later the Emperor succumbed to a 
chronic disease, aggravated by grief and 


1 The Belgians had, nevertheless, made the most bnlhant offers 
to the Pnnce Van der Noot implored him to come and place 
himself at their head “I thank you for the provmces you offer 
me,” he rephed in his usual jesting manner, “but I never revolt in 
wmter ” Moreover the Prince, who did not approve of revolutions, 
was mdignant at that of Flanders “If I were there,” he wntes, 
“ I should speak first as a patnot, a word that is becoming odious to 
me, then as a citizen, another word often misapphed , and if I did 
not succeed I should speak as an Austrian general, and forthivith 
silence an archbishop, a bishop, a fat monk, a professor, a brewer, 
and a laivyer ” 
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anxiety ^ The Pnncc de Ligne wrote to the 
Empress Catherine ‘ Heisnomore Madarae, 
— he IS no more, the Pnnce who honoured the 
man the man who still more honoured the 
Pnnce. He said to me a few days before 
his death on. my return from the Hungarian 
army which I had Jed into Sdesia I was 
not fit to see you yesterday your country has 
mied me. The capture of Ghent is 
my agony and the abandonment of Brussels 
my death. What an outrage (he repeated 
that word several times) 1 am dying of ic 
one would have to be of stone to survive it. 

I thank you for all you have done for me. 
Laudon has spoken very well of ) ou I thank 
you for your fidelity Go into Flanders 


> Tba Cxaprea CAUacHoe wnxe to Crisis i It' kttkd 

lilnj*dfwillilibcnrile*wdfcnce»i tWj ire, to ey the k»Jt, wrirt*. 
an) vaite A |;mU deal of 1 used to tell hfao ao. He vti 

icqsainied with crwythlBg, except tite dhpctUkti of tbo FTomkh 
peopla »heo U» TtbcDlcB broke coi. I vltocMcd hlJ xuodibxtfet 
wlia the fiat aewt urired i be tame to coftixh me *ffJ »«♦ d >• 
poe«d to tmi the alWr u ■ trUDnc 1 bot I t®* ^ Cbcrty 

of odririBC him to jwy ll the mart •crfcwi ertetuk*. Jottrh II 
d*d CO aotb Febreaxy typo. 
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bring back the country to its allegiance If 
you cannot succeed, remain there , do not 
sacrifice your interests to me — you have 
children 

On the Emperor’s table were found 
several letters, written on the eve of his 
death One of them, which was m French, 
was addressed to the Princesses Fran90is 
and Charles de Lichtenstein, and to the 
Comtesses Clary, de Kinsky, and de Kaunitz 

To THE Five Ladies who so kindly 
RECEIVED Me into THEIR SOCIETY 

“ The time has come for me to bid you an 
eternal farewell, and express all the gratitude 
I feel at the condescension and kindliness 
you have shown me for so many years The 
memory of each day is dear to me, and the 
thought of separation is the only one that 
troubles me Wholly trusting in the good- 
ness of Providence, I submit myself entirely 
to its decrees Keep me m remembrance, 
and do not forget me m your prayers My 
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wntmg will show you the condiuon I 


The Pnnce de Ligne was deeply affected 
by this loss of which he soon felt the pain 
fill results. Leopold II who succeeded his 
father behaved with marked coldness towards 
all those for whom Joseph had bad an) 
affectiotu Moreover the new sovereigns 
policy had nothing m common with that of 
his predecessor On the a7tb of July 1790 
Austria signed at Reichenbach a Convention 
With Prussia, by which she agreed to make 
peace with Turkey the conditions to be 
based on the sialus qxio that existed before 
the war 

Pnnce Charles foreseeing a penod of 
forced inaction asked and obtained per 
mission to enter the Russian service. He 
accordingly set off leaving his father in 
Vienna unfavourably looked upon at Court, 
and grieved at being separated from him. 

It w'as under SouvaroPs orders in Cess 
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arabia that Prince Charles fought his cam- 
paign He was selected to conduct part of 
the operations at the famous siege of Ismail ^ 
Since the 19th Souvarof had been batter- 
ing the walls of the town , he directed m 
person the assault by land, while another 
attack was being made from the river 
Three times the Russians were driven back 
under a terrific fire , two columns remained 
for three hours in the trenches exposed to a 
perfect storm of grape shot At last a fire 
broke out m the town, and the Russians 
were able to enter, the assault having lasted 
ten hours Prince Charles was amongst the 
first to go up, and behind him followed, as 
simple volunteers, the Due de Richelieu, 
the Comte Roger de Damas, the Comte 
de Langeron, etc. etc. Fifteen thousand 


^ IsmaJlofiF, a town of Russia in Europe (Bessarabia), situated on 
the Danube The storming of Ismail is one of the most celebrated 
in history The Russians, numbering 30,000, took possession of 
the town on 22d November 1790, and pillaged it for three days 
The Russians, exasperated at the resistance they had met ivith, 
massacred two-thirds of the mhabitants 
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Turks were massacred and the town was 
given up to pillage. Pnnce Charles received 
a wound m the leg which, however did not 
stop him 

General Ribas who commanded the flotilla 
m the Danube, wrote to the Pnnce de Ligne 
as follows — 

JSiuJL, / fii Dccmier 

My Prince — In recalling ra)’self to the 
notice of your serene Highness I venture to 
congratulate you on the glory that Pnnce 
Charles has won at the storming of Ismail 
The column be commanded, following the 
example of its danng leader Avas the first 
to effect a landing In spite of a scierc 
wound m his he was the first to leap 
out of the boat, and he scaled the ramforts 
of the town under a deadly fire. He took 
possession of it, after setung fire to a Turk 
ish fngate that was doing us great damage, 
and after establishing and directing the Ixit 
tery which inflicted the greatest loss on the 
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At the moment of Prince Charles’s entry 
into Ismail, and m the midst of the fire and 
pillage and the fearful carnage, he saw a child 
three or four years old standing alone under 
the doorway of a fine-looking house, and utter- 
ing the most heartrending cries , his beauty 
and the richness of his attire attracted the 
attention of the Prince, he took up the child 
m his arms , it ceased crying, and looked at 
him with eyes full of astonishment , then, ter- 
rified at the tumult and the horrible scenes 
going on around them, he hid his face on 
his deliverer’s breast, clinging to his neck 
with all the strength of his little arms. 
Much moved, the Prince hastily carried 
the child to a place of safety, and had it 
questioned by some prisoners who had es- 
caped the massacre All he could say 
was that he was called Norokos, and that 
his mother and the women who took care of 
him had been killed The Prince chose 
among the prisoners a Turkish man and 
woman, gave the child into their keeping. 
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and commanded that he should receive e\*er) 
possible care, as be had decided to adopt 
him and take him to Vienna on his return. 

Immediately after the taking- of Ismail the 
Empress Cathenne wrote to Pnnee Charles to 
tell him herself of his promotion to the rank of 
colonel and to confer on him the cross of 
commander of the order of Saint Georges, 

The Pnnee de Ligne was at Vienna ^^hcn 
he received the news of the capture of 
Ismail, and of the honours the Empress had 
bestowed on his son He had just been 
shghted and treated with flagrant mjustice b) 
Leopold 1 1 but he forgot cver> thing on 
hearing of his Charles s success and wrote 
the same day to the Cranna — 

Madawe — l\f) heart, which bounds for 
ward so quickly that my pen is unable to keep 
pace with it, can never suflicicntl) express m) 
gratitude for the favours bestowed bj )our 
Imperial Majestyon m> excellent and fortunate 
Charles. I shall not publish the letter jtni 
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have deigned to write to me, but shall con- 
tent myself with never forgetting it, Not 
until we have peace will your Majesty regain 
your former wit, as during the last four years 
you have been all soul and genius. Good 
heavens, what abundant proof of it there is 
in your letter to my good Charles * I am 
afraid it will have put him quite beside him- 
self. . ’ 


But it IS with his son that the Prince gives 
himself up to the full ■''ehemence of his 
feelings 
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and the happiest of men, for I am going to 
see you again. My God I good Charies, 
brave Charles, what aniaety you havegnen 
me ! Mine is the high stake I If they 
bad n^bcUsdd'^ you as they sometimes do 
(and for two or three nights especially the 
thought depnved me of sleep) say, what 
in the world would have become of me ? 
Supposing [ had survived could I ha\e 
existed a minute without reproaching my’self 
for my strength and weakness in not opposing 
your departure ? 

Almost immediately after the peace oflsmail 
the Empress b^;an secretly to negouatc a 
treaty with the Turks. Preoccupied by e\'ents 
m France, and espeaally m Poland she l^‘as 
anxious to be nd of a war which absorbed the 


be brOHanl enoc^ bol Jt fa oot nmDorrf I Ij » certain 

UDOOnt of hnmbqj *bo« It t I perfm too moch 
How Infinfady 1 prefer lbs coewc® of ®T 

nwr loot* to *« If be fa brfngloQled *1. 

J A Tartfab qpt xiZ oo, tatieMiba^ the «l of behodtfi; 

OQ the 6eU of bottle. 
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greatest part of her army Prince Charles, 
aware of what was going on, asked and 
obtained his discharge He announced his 
return to V lenna to his father, and came back 
escorted by a numerous retinue He brought 
with him the little Norokos and his at- 
tendants, a Turkish band of twelve musicians, 
and magnificent presents of arms and horses 
that Marshal Souvarof and Prince Potemkin 
had given him 

The Prince de Ligne to his Son 

“ Good Lord ' dear Charles ' you are 
coming back, but I cannot realise it. I 
assure you that since you have had the good 
fortune to escape from such dangers, you 
must be physically immortal as well as mor- 
ally I do not know how I shall manage to 
kiss you, how I shall place myself, where 
your large nose will go, how I shall manage 
my own, I fully intend also kissing your 
wounded knee, perhaps going down on my 
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own knees for the purpose, before you as 
well as before heaven." 

^ •S’ — To THE BRAVEST ATJD PRETTIEST 
FELLOW AlIOKC THE VOLUNTEERS.* 

As for you, my dear Duke, I shall not 
seek to express the feelings I entertain 
on your behalf It is impossible to be a 
more worthy grandson of the Mar&bal dr 
Richelieu never has any one had a more 
valiant and charming comrade. Both )tio 
and Charles hate equally contributed to each 
others glory 


1 Tbc Cfuntc d« Ortooc, Annaod EiiiinMn]ri-5ophle.SqttiiaaBk 
Dopltsli, Doc RkbcQco, pudm o( tbc >Ujilal, Un tbr 
astii Septeaber tj &6 dW tbc ifiii M*/ jSjj. At Ibe aft t/ 
fcortcea be narried MftdeibabcSe d* Roebrebmarts bad 
chUdrca by bo The Duke endented is 179O1 wtei u> VTenoa. 
where be w*» y ec gl red wUh dbUnetka, ttd fn» ibeace 10 **aint 
PetenboTu, where be w*i equally well reerired. lie pcnaowd," 
■Bji tbe Prioce de LfgQCf “rare beauty aad a cbaiwcteT ef ertmiw 
gemleoen. Tbocch did oot faibolt hU ersadfuber t icrerW 
talents, ho hiul nererthele* a soond Jadpne&t, auay ttstunl sbtno, 
aixl to ardent Jct« of ^atthci be was Jess dissJpwed ikJO kb 
jtmjjfol coeDpmioca, aUbot^ Ibod of ladles sedety aM Wa ta 
ploae. The Due de Rk*e!ko was fTtsUait o( Uw IMty 
Ccwzxdl coder the Restaratkx}. 
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“ Certain of your mutual esteem, you strove 
to augment it What happiness for me, dear 
Duke, to know that you are full of life and 
energy , to remember that I have loved you 
from the time of your birth, for hardly had 
you come into the world than you were 
already its ornament 

“ But I must tell you both about the King 
of Naples. What a kind good man he is I 
He embraced me about ten times, that is to 
say, as often as he met me during the ball, 
which took place at the house of his am- 
bassador Gallo ^ He took me up to every 
one, saying ‘ Suo figlw f ah f bravo juvene f 
eferito'^’^ 

The Flemish rebellion was drawing to a 
close After shaking off the Austrian yoke 
the first act of the Flemish people had 
been to divide into two hostile factions. 


^ The Marqms del GaUo, Neapolitan ambassador at Vienna, 
gave this ball in honour of the betrothal of the King of Naples’s 
two daughters with two Archdukes, sons of the Emperor Leopold 
" “ His son, ah 1 brave young fellow 1 is wounded ” 
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own knees for the purpose, before )ou as 
well as before heaven." 

^ ^ — To THE BRAVEST AND rRETTIEST 
FELLOW AMONG THE VOLUNTEERS.^ 

As for you my dear Duke, I shall not 
seek to express the feelings I entertain 
on your behaJf It is impossible to be a 
more worthy grandson of the Mar&hal dc 
Richeheu never has any one had a more 
vahanc and charming comrade. Both you 
and Charles have equally contributed to each 
others glory 


' Tbe Cmte de rsWi, Aretaud Eiom3intl.SopMt.SrpUjs3fii; 
Duplexia, Doc de Rlcbdko, pudaoD cT Uie Manfael, been Uk 
15th Sqjlember 1766, died tbe i6lh Miy iSaa. At tbe «te «/ 
fuui tc q] be maxiU ftUdesMfaclle de Rofhecbooart, tnt bul *0 
cWIdren by ber Tbe Date em^med In 1790, went to 
wbere he ww r ecri te d with dlitlnctJao. end &» theoce u» ^*lnt 
PelmbaTc wbere be wei eqoaUy weB rete i red. lie r«n»«^ 
N17S tbe JMocc de L^m "rare beamy lad t ebanaet of otreme 
Ccntlencn Thocigh be dU not Inberit his paod£ithef*» japerkr 
talenU, be had nernthclen t (oaod jwdemeof, oiasy aitiaij 
aod ui aiJent lore of jostice t be w*i leu dIulj*teJ thia bb 
jntbhil cofspanioia, tlibodcb fcod of ladka loclrty and lorn to 
please; Tbe Dm de Ricbdleo was I“reitJcBl of tbe rdry 
C43aDC& ooder tbe Rcateratloc. 
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“ Certain of your mutual esteem, you strove 
to augment it What happiness for me, dear 
Duke, to know that you are full of life and 
energy , to remember that I have loved you 
from the time of your birth, for hardly had 
you come into the world than you were 
already its ornament. 

“ But I must tell you both about the King 
of Naples What a kind good man he is > 
He embraced me about ten times, that is to 
say, as often as he met me during the ball, 
which took place at the house of his am- 
bassador Gallo ^ He took me up to every 
one, saying ‘ Suo figlw ^ ah ' bravo jnvcne 1 
b ferito''’- 

The Flemish rebellion was drawing to a 
close After shaking off the Austrian yoke 
the first act of the Flemish people had 
been to divide into two hostile factions, 

^ The Marquis del Gallo, Neapolitan ambassador at Vienna, 
gave this ball in honour of the betrothal of the King of Naples’s 
two daughters avith two Archdukes, sons of the Emperor Leopold 

“ “ His son, ah J brave young fellow ! is wounded ” 
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After enjoying for some tune the happi- 
ness of seeing her son, the Pnncesse de 
Ligne left foi Brussels and Bel QEil, in order 
to repair the damages these residences had 
sustained during the revolution, for they 
had been abandoned ever since 17S7 It 
was precisely at this period that Helene’s 
letters asking for a divorce reached her 
husband 

The de Ligne family had several times 
expressed their displeasure at the prolonged 
stay of the Pnncesse Charles in Poland At 
first she had answered evasively, then, having 
inquired after her little daughter Sidonie, 
she ceased writing altogether 

Helene’s sudden departure and prolonged 
stay m Ukrania had created a great sensation 
in Warsaw The Pnncesse Maidchale and 
other great ladies, who were spending the 
winter in Vienna, related the adventure, and 
commented upon it The Lignes, as may 
easily be supposed, were greatly offended 
at HHene’s imprudent escapade, and, far 
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from favourably receiving her request for a 
divorce, they absolutely refused to con 
sent to It, It may be supposed that if the 
lady whom he loved had been free, Pnnce 
Charles would have sent a different answer 
but there existed, evidently, some msurmount 
able obstacle to their umon. Meanwhile the 
Count, who directed all H^lhnes affairs, 
started for Pans, invested by her with 
full powers to treat with the Lignes for 
the Pnncesse Charles was stDI under the 
delusion that her request would be granted 
On his arrival in Pans he had a first inter 
view with the Pnnce de Lignes steward and 
gal e him a copy of his deed of authontation. 

The steward went off at once to confer 
with the Pnnce on these grate quesuons, 
but when he returned to Pans he found that 
the Count who in the meantime had heard 
from Hellne of Pnnce Charles s decided 
refusal had already taken his departure 

The following IS the letter the steward 
had brought 
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Letter from the Prince de Ligne 

VirNNA, \liJt Januivy 1791 
“ As we no longer are aware of the Pnn- 
cesse Charles de Ligne’s existence, and as, in 
fact, she is dead to us and to our little Sidonie, 
we can enter into no arrangements with her 
“A woman kept prisoner by a stupid Po- 
lish tyrant should not prevent Sidonie’s great- 
uncle from paying the bills of exchange, for 
which he has given us every possible secu- 
rity, and which, according to the desire of 
Prince Charles and the Prince- Bishop, 
and even according to that of her mother, 
are destined to free the estates in Galicia 
She has neither the power nor the right to 
administer these estates, as she is under the 
influence of a man who publicly manages her 
business, for m so doing she might damage 
her daughter’s interests. 

“When she chooses to free herself from 
the bondage in which she is living, and take 
up her residence either m Pans or Warsaw, 
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or on one of my estates if she prefers it she 
shall receive an annuity of thirt) thousand 
French li\Tes which is the least her husband 
intends her to have, as soon as he shall 
himself come into the whole of his fortune. 

As the Pnneesse Charles, if she mamed 
the Count Potochi would be even more un 
happy than she is at present, her husband 
m her interest and m that of her daughter 
will never give his consent Lioke. 

The Princess s diamonds and the rest of 
her property vriW be immediately returned to 
her and she must send to Pndcl the drawings 
belonging to her husband she still has in her 
possession 

Pnnee Charles wished to send bach at 
once all the diamonds, furniture, and effects 
left by Helfcnc at Bel CEil and at Brussels 
and he wrote to his mother urging her to 
fon%'ard them at once to their destinauon 
It wiU be remembered that Hdlcnc had Idi 
Brussels humcdl) at the lime of tlic insurrcc 


XI 


PRINCESSE DE LIGNE 


213 


tion, and therefore had not had time to dis- 
charge a few personal debts contracted at her 
own expense The Prmcesse de Ligne wrote 
to her daughter-in-law the following letter — 

Brussels, Feb) nary 1791 

“ As your husband had written to me, 
Madame, that he consented to the return 
of everything belonging to you, with the 
exception of the books, most of which already 
formed a part of the library at Bel CEil, the 
rest having been purchased on condition of 
their being placed in it, I was about to 
order the packing of your effects when your 
creditors, hearing of this, came to oppose 
the proceedings, alleging that they never 
received any answer to the letters they sent 
you They will not allow the removal of the 
effects, which are their guarantee , it is only 
out of consideration for me, and on my 
promising to write to you myself, that they 
have consented to wait long enough for you 
to receive this letter and send a reply 
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I therefore b^jou Madame, if you do 
not ^vlsh to run the nsk of ha\ mg ) our things 
pubhely sold, to send me a bill of exchange 
or an order on some bank, so that by the end 
of Apnl I may be able to meet their claims. 

The bills I have been able to collea 
added to those 1 already know of amount 
to about five thousand florins m our coin. 
As I do not intend to be in Brussels after 
the 15th of Ma> 1 warn you that unless I 
receive the money by the first of the month 
I shall hand o\ er ) our possessions to a public 
auctioneer tv ho will estunate their value and 
settle with the creditors and I shall have 
nothing more to do with it You will 
certainly not profit by this arrangement for 
I should ha\e been more economical and 
have taken more interest in jour affairs than 
he mil 

Sidonie is in excellent health she is a 
dear htile thing and although jou hardi) no- 
tice her she often speaks of j'ou and never 
forgets to mention her mother in her little 
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prayers Impatiently awaiting your leply, 
for, with the precautions I have taken, I am 
certain this letter will reach you, I remain, 
Madame, yours, etc 

“ La Princesse de Ligne ” 

During these negotiations Helene was 
living at Kowalowska m complete retirement 
Her mother-in-law’s letter arrived at a moment 
when It was impossible for her to send any 
money to Brussels This woman of the world, 
accustomed to the most refined luxury, was 
almost in actual want, and with very natural 
pride would accept nothing from the Count 
but the hospitality he had offered her She 
wrote to him as follows — 

" Your letter has made me very sad 
There is no more question of your return 
than if you were never coming back MM 
de Ligne will listen to nothing , what can I 
do ^ What line of action can I take ^ What 
do they want of me ? What is their object ? 
They apparently hope that want will make 
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me submit to their wiU and imagine they are 
granting me a favour by shutting me up in a 
Convent with a pension.* But even should 
they be wiihng to receive me back mto their 
family I would never return to them all is 
at an end between them and me, and I should 
even prefer the Convent to the tnal of living 
with people whom I do not love, and who 
would despise me the word alone makes 
me shudder 

As to the money question it would be 
most painful to me to be a burden to any 
body in the world I would sooner hve 
by manual work, and would not hesitate to 
begin by discarding all my household and 
keeping only one servant. 

The few effects I possess such as books, 
music, and some pieces of furniture, I no 
longer consider as my own you will be good 
enough to take them mto account in the sum 


^ TUf ibowy tlw Coant had tMt >nt llAtoe tha 

PrtDCe > tetter In »bi(i bo ofimd her o« of bb mUcnce* ** « 
retrett- 
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I owe you for table expenses, washing, etc , 
for, as regards money, I can give you none 
I have made a purchase this month, which I 
should have avoided had I known my affairs 
were in such a bad state I spent forty 
ducats m buying linen to make chemises, for 
I required some, and it was difficult for me to 
do without them I was shown some fine 
linen, and as it is often difficult to procure, 
I bought It If I become a prey to absolute 
misery, I shall yet have the necessary courage 
to bear it You will care as much for me in 
sackcloth as in silk, and I shall be quite happy 
I do not wish even to return into society I 
became acquainted early m life with its most 
brilliant attractions, and soon weaned of them , 
I shall never get weary of a quiet life, even 
attended with poverty, if you love me ” 

The Prmcesse Charles was a prey to all 
kinds of anxiety , her imagination was con- 
stantly inventing dangers “ I am far from 
being reassured,” she wrote to the Count , 
“ on the contrary, it seems to me that each 
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moment increases my anxiety and worry 
I was told that on his return from Vienna the 
Krajczy had gone to Dubus If you meet 
him I fear that he will encourage you to 
separate from me , he will certainly have 
known MM de Ligne at Vienna their 
cause will have interested him and he will 
try to oblige them by urging you to abandon 
me. This idea tortures me. Answer me 
directly on this subject Since Thursday I 
have been abandoned to the melancholy 
tenure of my thoughts, and that without any 
hope of consolation 1 am in great dread 
lest your absence should be taken advantage 
of to get you to give up ail idea of our 
union do not ever expect my consent to this. 
Should It be necessary for ) our happiness, I 
am ready to release you from ) our \ ows, but 
nothing will induce me to break those b) which 
I have bound myself to lo\e you always 
The Fnneess had received a very short 
ansiTcr to the letter she bad sent to the 
Pnnee Bishop He had not written himself I 
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but had replied through his steward that he 
would reflect on the subject, and that he 
refused for the time being to treat with 
his niece’s delegate Hdl^ne wrote to the 
Count, and added — 

“If m}?’ uncle will not abide by the settle- 
ment, he has only to cancel it, and give me 
back my lands But to take possession of 
my estates, and give me nothing m return, is 
really too unjust, and I cannot believe my 
uncle will let me die of hunger It would be 
infamous if, with the immense fortune I pos- 
sess, I were reduced to poverty by so cruel 
an injustice, notwithstanding every law to the 
contrary God grant that I may escape the 
clutches of Silvestrowicz^ with a sufficient in- 
come to be a burden to no one > But where is 
my uncle ^ Can I despatch any one to him, 
to explain my position and the ill-will of 
Silvestrowicz ? I shall find myself without a 
sol, ^ and then what shall I do ? tell me But 


1 The Bishop of Wilna’s steward 
- A halfpenny 
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how could It be possible for my uncle to rob 
me so completely without my obtaining any 
redress ? It is only in this country that such 
a thing could take place. I am indeed very 
unhappy but I am so affected bv your absence 
that it prevents my dwelling upon my other 
gnefs, which at this moment, are but a minor 
part of my sorrows. Good b>'e, Vincent 
love me, for your love is all 1 have left” 

The Count had just amved m Poland, 
but seemed in no hurry to return to Ukrania. 

He wrote to Hdl^ne that his own business 
kept him away from her but that she had 
nothing to fear from the influences she had 
mentioned m a former letter I am greatly 
reheved " she answers, to hear at last that 
you are in Poland, and to know that I have 
nothing to fear from the Krajczy his wife hrs 
daughter and his sons are all inornate friends 
of MM de Ligne, and 1 dreaded lest he might 
meddle with our affairs. As for mj'sclf I 
consider the engagement which bound us 
to have been a fatal error seeing wc 
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were so young, and that our only fitness con- 
sisted in a mere similarity of birth and fortune 
To you alone I have given my pledge, my 
real love, the most chaste and sacred of all 
ties ” 

A short time after Helene had fresh 
cause for anxiety “ Fancy,” she writes to the 
Count, “ I have read in the Gazette de Ham- 
bourg that Prince Charles is about to return 
to the Russian army by L6opol , he must 
therefore pass by Niemirow, or at least quite 
near it I assure you that your Cossacks are 
barely a sufficient protection to reassure a 
coward like myself” ^ But the Prince passed 
through without troubling himself about her 
At last the Count announced his arrival 

^ The Cossacks inhabited the plains of Ukrania, and the borders 
of the Borj’slhenes (Dniester) These savage hordes, who lived by 
plunder and pillage, were sometimes called Zaporogues (mhabitants 
of the cataracts) Most of the Polish noblemen in this part of the 
country had in their pay some hundreds of these bngands, who 
caused the greatest terror They belonged to those who paid them 
best, and the cruelties committed by the Cossacks m Cathenne’s 
pay during the massacres m Ukrama exceeded the greatest horrors 
that can be imagined (See, for more ample details, Comte de la 
Garde’s Voya^ tn Ukrama.) 




PR/NCESSE DE UGf/E 


How ray heart beats wntes 
when I thmk that the moraent is drawing 
near which will hnng you back to me. I am 
so taken up by your return that whether } ou 
have successfully or unsuccessfully settled 
my busmess is a question which does not 
interest me as it would at any other time. I 
count the minutes and can only speculate on 
the hour at which you started, and the hour 
at which you may amve, and it seems to me 
as though I had centuries to wait 

I hope you will receive this letter on 
your Tsray I have just received one from my 
uncle It appears that he ts twt a^tgry with 
me aiid vnih tlie cxeeption of helping me 6y 
Ins influence or kis money u entirely devoted 
to me What irony 1 But what can I do ? 
If my family is indifferent to me, I am quite 
the same towards them provided that jou 
always love me, I shall have no wish left m 
the world I have neither vanity nor 
ambition I have only love." 

The Count arrived at Niemirow \ cry much 
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dissatisfied with his journey, and anxious 
"about the future He had thought, from 
what H diene had said, that he would meet 
with no opposition to a divorce on the part 
of the Lignes, and instead of the consent 
he expected, he had only received a very 
decided refusal, accompanied by a severe 
criticism of his own conduct, and of the 
interested motives which, rightly or wrongly, 
were attributed to him 

He had also fancied he would easily 
obtain his wife’s consent by leaving her his 
two sons , instead of this, his schemes were 
baffled on all sides by very serious difficulties 
On the other hand, the position of the 
Princess, who was living an isolated life, 
almost hidden, it may be said, m one of the 
Count’s residences, in the neighbourhood of 
Niemirow, could no longer be endured without 
serious inconvenience The Comtesse Anna 
was very much beloved in the country, her 
two children inhabited Niemirow, and every- 
body was beginning to wonder at her 
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prolonged absence how much more extra 
ordinary would it appear when her husband 
should return 1 AH these reflections threw 
the Count into a gloomy state of nund 
he made a short stay at KowaJowska, but 
was pained by the coldness of his 
manner and the embarrassment he showed 
dunng their first interview he bnefly 
narrated the unsatisfactory results of his 
journey intunatiog that he could not remain 
at Niemirow and advising her to go to her 
uncles and wait there for a solution which 
was probably very remote. 

Although the Count made these announce 
ments with a certain precaution they pro' 
duced a ternble impression on the Pnnccss, 
She had behaved with the utmost good faith 
persuaded that, to obtain a divorce and marry 
directly after was the easiest thing m the 
world. Her mamage would cover the im 
prudence of her flight, and make every one 
forget the conclusions they had drawn from I 
it. Suddenly she saw her dearest hopes I 
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vanish, her honour compromised, and the 
man for whom she had sacrificed everything 
calmly suggest that she should leave him, 
perhaps for ever The strain on her over- 
wrought mind was too great, and she fainted 
When she came to herself her women only 
were around her bed, for the Count had 
returned to Niemirow She wrote to him at 
once “When you left me I was in the 
greatest despair, yet you never showed the 
slightest feeling of pity I can only say that 
I shall find my life odious if you persist m 
your intention of abandoning me I appeal 
to you for an account of my destiny thus 
committed to your charge Is it possible you 
could dispose of it with so little reflection 
Helene in vain waited all day for a reply , 
the Count did not answer The next day 
she received a few lines, saying that he 
was ill The Princess was not m the habit 
of leaving Kowalowska, and had never 
entered the residence where the children of 

the Countess Anna were living But in her 
VOL n 33 
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anxiety she foi^t all prudence, and wrote as 
follows I am m despair at heanng you are 
ni if you had sent me word sooner I should 
have perhaps found means of coming to see 
you If you are unable to assist me other 
wise, send me the key of the small garden 
gate Saint Charles will follow me, and I will 
come, for it is impossible for me to let to-day 
pass without seeing you I am in agony and 
besides I have letters 1 must show >ou.” 

The Count s illness was only too genuine. 
The worry he had gone through dunng his 
journey the awkwardness of his position 
added to bodily fatigue, were probabl) its 
cause. At the end of three days a putnd 
fever of an alarming character declared itself 
and for three months he ivas m danger of 
death. 

The unhappy Hdldne did not dare to take 
her place at his bedside she only went 
secretly to his room in order to be certain 
that every care was bestowed on him The 
Bishop of Wilna, on hearing what was taking 
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place, decided at last to write to his niece 
He urged her to come and settle near him 
at Werky, and promised to forget her past 
imprtidences if she would renounce her mad 
znfaUiation foz' the Count 

The Princess answered — 

“ My dear Uncle — You must certainly 
have heard of the Lord Chamberlain’s illness , 
but what no one can tell you, and what I 
myself can hardly express, is the fearful state 
of despair I was m on seeing the only happi- 
ness possible for me m this world on the very 
brink of destruction 

‘'Now at last, after all my anxiety, he is 
out of danger, and although he was on the 
point of losing his life, I can truly assure you 
that he does not recover from a worse state 
than I do myself 

“Your letter arrived at the very moment 
that we were beginning to take courage, 
and to fancy that our union was still a 
possibility , you will imagine my despair 
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on seeing that you only speak of a 
separation* 

I know^ your kindness of heart, my dear 
uncle, and am persuaded that you have never 
formed a plan without intending it to bnng 
about my happmess and tranquillity I there 
fore implore you my dear unde, not to con 
sider any plan feasible that should remove 
me or oblige me to forsake the choice I have 
made- Whatever reproach may be cast at 
me I am certain I do not deserve to be 
blamed for want of firmness or constancy 
I am quite decided not to change anything 
in my way of acting even should the present 
impediments last as long as my life. I there 
fore beg you, ray dear unde, to vouchsafe me 
a few words of comfort. Tell me that you wish 
to see us happy but do not tdl us that we must 
seek our happmess apart from each other 
Good bye, my dear unde accept the 
tnbute of my deepest respect and the tender 
affecuon which I shall bear >ou through lifa 
H^LfeVE Licvc. 
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After a convalescence which lasted as 
long as his illness, the Count started for 
Galicia He had been touched by Hdldne’s 
despair, and by her devotion to him On 
leaving her he promised that he would again 
make every effort to obtain the divorce so 
ardently desired, and he left her, if not easy 
in her mind, at least somewhat reassured 
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Ki*fTTTTt of the Fifccei to Ua»— EmignHcc fa) r e y ie- 

wntitfayi of Rttktrd Cmtr 4 m L*m — Prim Cfaula it-cntm 
the AutriKd acTTlce — He T cpmm tt the Empow co hh 
fattogormtloD «4 Cocnt d BftJsaqalt-— irith France — 
Donwariei b. Cbtutpegne— The «t Crir «« BoU— - 
Deub of Prim Cbules — Da^»ir of the Priace de L^oc. 

The pacification of Flanders was an accom 
pUshed fact, and m 1701 the Pnnce de Ligne, 
accompanied by Pnnce Charles offiaally 
entered" Mons as Grand Bailiff of Hainault 
A magnificent banquet, followed by a concert 
and a ball was given in their honour by the 
States of Hainault, m the To^vn Hall* 

Several poems were presented to the 
Pnnce de Ligne by the students of the 
college of Houdain and others. It is un 
necessary to say that the virtues of the 

* Tb« ejpcn** of thlt tmKjue t aawonted to ntoe tbCTiinTwl 
debt hnodrad and ninety fire Urns. {Arriirti tf Mens.) 


\ir 


PRINCESSE DE LIGNE 


231 


Prince and the glory of his son were the 
chosen theme 

However, in the midst of this concert of 

praise, one discordant note was heard. A 

certain lawyer from Nivelle, called Masson, 

published a libel on the occasion. “ Amongst 

several other things I have forgotten,” writes 

the Prince, “ he said that at my entry as 

governor of Hamault I looked like an old 

/ 

Sultan, surrounded by women, to whom I 
devoted the whole of my attention, and that 
I had been stupid enough to accept in good 
faith acclamations of ‘ Long live the Patriot 
Prince.’ This last statement is true It was 
m a church, where I was either taking or 
administering the oath I accepted this cry 
with the rest, without suspecting that its 
utterer had any malicious intention As for 
the Sultan, he does me too much honour , 
It is true that, during my tedious progress, 
some very pretty girls threw bouquets into 
my carriage, and the crowd obliging them to 
stop near the door, I thanked them very much, 
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and told them they -were charming The 
only reproach which might be considered not 
quite unfounded was that concerning my 
entry The war had just ended as well as 
the rebelhon in the Netherlands, both of 
which had cost me a great deal of money 
I might have made debts and covered my 
followers with gold lace but I thought, on 
the contrary the people would be grateful to 
me for not making too great a display As 
I had two Turks four Hussars, several 
bearded Russians, a Tartar with two drome 
danes and a Turkish band, he might verj 
well compare me to Tamerlane or the Em 
peror of China, though I do not remember 
exactly which of the two I was supposed 
to resemble. 

The Princes were very b^artily received 
by the inhabitants of the good town of Mons, 
where they were much beloved on the follow 
ing day they started with their family for Bel 
CEH 

As soon as he was settled the first thing 
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the Prince did was to erect a monument in hon- 
our of his beloved son Charles, to perpetuate 
the memory of his brilliant conduct at Sabacz 
and at Ismail Redesigned it himself, chose 
the site, and laid it out so as to imitate a spot 
m the Empress’s gardens at Czarskoe-Celo 
“ By following the left bank of the river,” he 
says, “ you come upon an obelisk dedicated by 
Friendship to Valour It is not my fault if 
Charles is the hero of it , it is not my fault if 
Charles distinguished himself m the war , it 
IS not my fault if I am the father of such a 
perfect being The father disappears, the 
man remains, and the hero is celebrated , I 
must not be accused of partiality, but I may 
be accused of pride ” 

This obelisk, in marble, is forty-five feet 
high On one side is inscribed, m gold 
letters, the following “To my dear Charles, 
for Sabacz and Ismail , ” on the second, 
“ Nec te juvenis niemorande silebo , ” and on 
the third, “His glory is my pride, his friend- 
ship my happiness ” 
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and told them they were channingf The 
only reproach which might be considered not 
quite unfounded was that concerning my 
entry The war had just ended, as well as 
the rebelhon m the Netherlands both of 
which had cost me a great deal of money 
I might have made debts and covered my 
followers with gold lace but I thought, on 
the contrary the people would be grateful to 
me for not makmg too great a display As 
I had two Turks four Hussars several 
bearded Russians a Tartar with two drome 
danes, and a Turkish band, he might very 
well compare me to Tamerlane or the Em 
peror of China, though I do not remember 
exactly which of the two I was supposed 
to resemble. 

The Pnnces were very heartily received 
by the inhabitants of the good town of Mons, 
where they were much beloved on the follow 
ing day they started with their family for Bel 
CEfl 

As soon as he was settled the first thing 
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the Prince did was to erect a monument in hon- 
our of his beloved son Charles, to perpetuate 
the memor}'' of his brilliant conduct at Sabacz 
and at Ismail He designed it himself, chose 
the site, and laid it out so as to imitate a spot 
in the Empress’s gardens at Czarskoe-Celo 
“ By following the left bank of the river,” he 
says, " you come upon an obelisk dedicated by 
Friendship to Valour It is not my fault if 
Charles is the hero of it , it is not my fault if 
Charles distinguished himself m the war , it 
IS not my fault if I am the father of such a 
perfect being The father disappears, the 
man remains, and the hero is celebrated , I 
must not be accused of partiality, but I may 
be accused of pride ” 

This obelisk, in marble, is forty-five feet 
high On one side is inscribed, m gold 
letters, the following ■■ To my dear Charles, 
fo Sabacz and Ismail," on the second! 
"Nec ie pivenu mmorande sileio, " and on 

the third, “ His glory is my pride, his friend- 
ship my happiness.” 
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and told them they were charming The 
only reproach which might be considered not 
quite unfounded was that concenung mj 
entry The war had just ended as well as 
the rebellion m the Netherlands, both of i 
which had cost me a great deal of money | 
I might have made debts and covered my 
followers with gold lace but I thought, on 
the contrary the people would be grateful to 
me for not malong too great a display As 
I had two Turks, four Hussars several 
bearded Russians, a Tartar with two drome 
danes and a Turkish band he might very 
well compare me to Tamerlane or the Em 
peror of China, though I do not remember 
exactly which of the two I was supposed 
to resemble. 

The Princes were very heartily receded 
by the inhabitants of the good town of Mens, 
where they were much beloved on the follow 
mg day they started with their family for Del 
CEfl 

As soon as he was settled the first thing 
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and his chivalrous devotion might lead him 
to commit 

We must admit that the Pnnce de Ligne 
was no passionate admirer of liberty he 
very soon foresaw the tendencies of the 
revolution and m 1 790 wrote to the Comte 
de Sdgur concerning the National Assembl) 
Greece had her philosophers, but they were 
only seven you have twelve hundred of them 
at eighteen francs a day having no mission 
but what they arrogate to themselves, no 
knowledge of foreign countries no general 
plan of operations, and not even the sea, which 
is a sort of protection to the makers of empty 
phrases, and to the Jaws of the country it 
surrounds 

The Pnnce ne\er missed an opfiortunity 
of showing his sympathy for the rojml 
family One day he was present at a re 
presentaUon of Richard Ccciir de Lion at 
the small theatre at Toumai. The public 
was chiefly composed of French 
who were full of hope and illusion, im 
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patiently awaiting the time when they should 
return to their country The Prince could 
not hear without emotion the air of O 
Richard f U moii rot ' humve^'s t'abandonne} 
Tears came into his eyes, and the audience, 
perceiving his emotion, frantically applauded 
“At that part,” says the Prince, “where the 
promise is made to avenge the poor captive 
king, I advanced, applauding as though 1 too 
wished to contribute my efforts I was m 
earnest at the time, and it seemed likely that 
my services would be accepted Suddenly 
the French ladies, both young and old, in the 
excitement rushed out of their boxes, and the 
whole of the pit, mostly consisting of young 
French officers, jumped on the stage, crying 
out ‘ Long live the King ' Long live the 
Prince de Ligne , ’ and they only stopped 
clapping their hands to wipe their eyes over- 
flowing with tears ” 

Among the young refugee officers who 



* Oh Richard ' oh my King ' the whole world " 


PRINCESSE EE UGHE 




m 


take place m that to\m Pnnce Charles de 
Ligne was chosen to represent the sovereign 
on this occasion.^ 

We read m the Journal du Palau ct \ 
huionqtu of the councillor Pandaens the j 
following paragraph — 


Itk Jttnt i79t 

This day being a feast of the Holj 
Sacrament, his Royal Highness i^e Duke 
Albert of SaxeTescben, who is Governor 
General of the Netherlands, followed in the 
procession. Sevei^ generals accompanied 
him — among others the Pnnce de Lambesc, 
of the House of Lorraine, who had been trans- 
ferred from the French to the Austnan service, 
and also the son of the Pnnce de Ligne. 

* On the nth Jooe 179a the tacnenimtkn of the EmpcTor 
Ftmn^oti II took place et Blow. R7 kttm petent cmUcd ti 
Mama co the iptb Kltrch, th« new EmfWTOr bad aotborhed 
the Due Albert tk Sixc Teedien to npx e e o j t hba in ibh caenwfty 
firrf (q laic tbc cmtCKDaij fa fife umc. The Date Albert 
herisf is bi> tem apfiofiited the rrioce de Ufss, Gnnd of 

llelMoIt, to peribnn thtee dalMt, the letter conferred the booowr 
OQ Prince Outlei, hh eUlot ecKi, (Note ccwmranlated hy M 
DerfUer keeper of the reconi* «t ^lene.) 
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<)th June 

“ On this day, Saturday, the Prince de 
Ligne’s son, although quartered for some 
time at Mons, made his official entry into 
the town as Commissary to his Majesty 
at the ceremony of Inauguration which is 
to take place on the day after to-morrow 
Guns were fired, although we are at the very 
seat of war He entered on horseback by 
the Havrd gate, crossed the square, and 
went up the Rue Neuve to the h6tel de 
Ligne,^ while the bells were ringing He 
was followed by the dragoon officers of 
the Coburg regiment, and by his livened 
retainers 

“ However, as the French, who were 
camped at Maubeuge, showed a disposition 
to interfere in the ceremony of Inauguration, 
and had in the last few days drawn nearer to- 
wards Petit, Qudvy, and even Bougnies, on the 
evening of the loth of June an attack was pre- 

^ The hotel de Logne "was on the Rue de la Grosse Pomme, 

IS now a hospital for incurables 
VOL II 
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take place in that towt^ 
Ligne was chosen to re 
on this occasion.^ 

We read m the 
hisiortque of the Cc 
following paragraph 

This day !>• 
Sacrament, his ft 
Albert of Saxe T 
General of the N 
procession. Sev 
him — among o h 
of the House of I 
ferred from the L 
and also the &ou 

1 On the iith Ju 
Fntn^ob IL took pb 
Vieaiui OD the 191b 
the One Albert de 
aod to tai« the cn 
haring la hii tnru tj 
T Taliwnb , to peribnr 
CD Prince Chariea, i 
DerUJer keeper of t] 
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that must have been general, and circum- 
stances were favourable to Dumouriez m 
preparing for the attack , but it was indispen- 
sable that he should at any cost prevent the 
allied army from occupying the Argonne pass 
The forest was impen,etrable except by five 
passages, which it was necessary to guard 
and hold against the enemy These passes 
were the Ch^ne-Populeux, the Croix-au-Bois, 
the Grand- Pre, the Chalade and the Islettes 
A camp placed at the Islettes and a position 
taken up at the Chalade would close the two 
principal roads to Clermont and to Var- 
ennes, and General Dillon was despatched 
for the purpose Dumouriez established him- 
self at Grand- Pre, to close the roads to 
Rheims and to the Croix-au-Bois He sent 
orders to General Duval, then at Pont-sur- 
Sambre, to break up his camp at once and 
advance by forced marches to the pass of the 
Ch^ne-Populeux 

Dumouriez felt certain of success, but an 
act of imprudence frustrated his hopes 
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this war m respect of which MM Us dimgrU 
had promised us more butter than bread 
We have to fight against troops of the line 
who never desert, and national troops who 
remain at their posts. The peasants who 
are armed fire on our men and if one of 
them IS found alone or asleep in a house he 
IS murdered. The weather since our entry 
into France, has been homble, it rains 
in torrents every day and the roads are so 
bad that at the present moment we cannot 
move our cannon , moreover we are almost 
m a state of famine. We have the greatest 
difficulty in obtaining bread for the soldiers 
and meat is often wanting many of the 
officers re main for five or slx days without 
warm food. Our shoes and doahs ore 
rotten and our men are begmning to fall 
lU the villages are deserted and provide 
neither vegetables, nor brandy nor flour 
I do not know what we shall do nor what 
will become of us 

This letter e-xpresses a discouragement 
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' ha\e been general, and circum- 
<vt.rc fa\ Durable to Dumounez in 
’ for the attack , but it was indispen- 
* i" re should at any cost prevent the 
' wupjmg the Argonne pass 
' ■•'SI TO impenetrabie except by five 
- ''h'cb It lias necessar}' to guard 
the enemy. These passes 

;';Jy=-Populeus,theCro,x.au-Bo,s, 
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actively 
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Prince Charles db Lignes Will. 

As I shall most probably be billed, if 
not m this xvar at least m some other I 
wish my body to be recovered and my 
funeral to be conducted with all the honours 
of war and with the greatest pomp — mfli 
tary of course. 

I wish my body to be earned to Bel 
QEil after having been embalmed, so as 
not to mcommode any one, for I desire to 
be laid with my good ancestors who from 
father to son have all been honest men 

I desire that my heart be wrapped up 
separately in a handkerchief which shall 
have belonged to her I love, and which I beg 
her to give for that purpose. As she has 
always possessed my heart dunng my lifetime, 

I wish It, after my death to be as happy as a 
heart can be m the absence of the beloved one, 
that IS to say in company with something that 
has been her a I beg her to embroider 
on the first comer of the handkerchief Iona 
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on die .sccoml ddicitKsc , on die 

diitd l}idn<^o!}d)h' , and on die foiirdi die 21 si 
September 1 7S7, and ilie date of niy death 
'* I. — The whole of ni) collection of cn- 
graMii'4s. my collection of oiigmal draw-ings, 
and m general all the contents of my poit- 
fohos, are 10 be sold to the best purchaser 
One will ha\e to see m what counlr)'^ the 
sale will be most ad\aniageous, whelher in 
Pans, Vienna, London, or Amsterdam. 

Nofd Ihuc — Should any of my family 
wish to ha\e these, he can take them at the 
estimated value, which, however, cannot be 
less than a hundred thousand Geinian florins , 
for the drawings arc really priceless, as I 
have none of inferior \alue, and all are 
recognised originals This wall, therefore, 
bring in a clear sum of a bundled thousand 
florins, wdiich wall be completely my own, 
and quite independent of the succession due 
to my natural heirs, which I leave to them 
according to law. This sum of a hundred 
thousand florins is to be divided into two 
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parts eighty thousand are to be sunk m 
an annuity for the benefit of my natural 
daughter Christine, so that there will be 
eight thousand flonns a year for her keep 
and education which up to the age of fifteen, 
may be five hundred fionns and a thousand 
flonns up to the age of twent} at which 
time she will probably be mamed and can 
then spend her money as she chooses In 
such a manner however that she sbaD not 
spend more than eight thousand flonns , and 
that all the money saved on this sum up to 
the age of twenty or five and twent) if she 
does not marry before shall be placed out 
at four or five per cent interest this wnll 
become her children s propert)' care being 
taken always to add the mterest to the 
capital 

II — Should she die without children 
Norokos IS to be her heir As I im the 
adopted father of Norokos the Turkish chi/d 
I found abandoned dunng the \vnr the rc- 
maimng sum of trvent) thousand flonns out 
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of the liundred tliousand realised by ilie 
sale shall be sunk in the same \\ay on his 
account The directions as to its use are 
the same as for little Christine Should he 
die ^Mthout children, Christine is to be his 
heir I recommend their marr)n'ng, if they 
have any inclination one for the other; it js 
my greatest v.ish. and I beg my sister 
Christine to encourage this. I appoint her 


their guardian, and in default of my sister 
Chnstinc, I appoint rJadame h Comtesse 
Thercse Dietncnstein, forneoy ma-'riee to 
Conte de Kinskt I beo-eato a-so to i'tt.e 
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Turkish gun with gold tnounongs, and my 
sabre with the steel gruard — the one I earned 
during this wax in order that he ma) 
remember that it is to war he owes his 
condition that be must look upon a military 
career as his fortune, his element and upon 
the army as his country 

IV — 1 bequeath to my father the small 
pamtiog by Le Clerc and M Duvivier s draw 
mg, both representing the fight at Ptteig and 
I beg that my crosses of the orders of Merit 
and that of Saint George be suspended from 
them, smee I won them by my fathers ex 
ample , and as also I owe the happiness of 
having acquired some fnends in the arm) 
through listening to all Lieutenant Wolff said 
to my father when dying and remembenng 
it all my life, 

' V — I bequeath to my sister Christine 
all my framed drawings with the miniatures, 
cameos, and small frames, 

‘ VI — I bequeath to my daughter Sidonic 
her mothers portrait, so that she ma) re 
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member noi 10 follow hci example, and the 
Turkish sabre {Ti\cn me by Piince Potemkin, 
which she is alwa)s to keep in her room, 
so that her children may understand that I 
intend them to become soldiers, when her 
son figlns his first battle, in which, I trust, 
he will distinguish himself, she will give him 
this sabre from me 

“ YI I. — I bequeath to hladame de Kinsky, 
who was Countes's Dietnchslcm by birtli, all 
the framed engravings I have in my apart- 
ment at Bel Q£ii, and also the chain I w^ear 
round my neck which w'as given me by her 
dearest friend , I venture, on this account, to 
beg that she will wear it all her life, in 
remembrance of one whose happiness was 
bound up with that of Madame dc Kinsky , 
this I positively affirm 

“VIIL — I bequeath to Madame la 
Princesse de Lichtenstein, a Mandesch by 
birth, several things I have at Brussels, 
W'hich wall be described later on, and besides' 
these my w^atch, as a token that the happ 
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hours It has told are those I spent with her 
and that to the very last I thought of her as 
a fnend whose place in my heart was next to 
the one I have always adored 

IX- — I bequeath to the Princess Jablon 
owska, Countess Czaski by birth, several 
things I have at Brussels, which will hereafter 
be named and also the nng I always wear 
with the motto ' Indissoluble, the small port 
folio with the chain and the other portfolios 
or caskets containing fetters and manuscnpts 
written by myself I give this last proof 
of my confidence to her who has most 
claims on my gratitude for past kindness 
who has best understood the nature of my 
thoughts of my troubles, — m short, to a true 
fnend whom I am sure not to forget e\cn in 
the other world. 

X- — I bequeath to the Princess Lmowska 
Thun by birth my fine edition of Shake 
speares works, and the best English horse in 
my stable, on condition that it ^ill be kept 
exclusively for her use. 
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“XI — I bequeath to Mademoiselle Caro- 
line de Thun my eight handsome silvei 
candlesticks, and my handsome coffee-pot, 
and besides this an annuity of twenty ducats, 
in order that she may procure for herself 
wherever she goes, and even in the house 
which she most frequents, the best arm-chair 
or couch that can possibly be made. 

“XII — I bequeath to Madame de Woina^ 
a table and a tea-service, in order that she may 
remember the pleasure I had in going to take 
tea vith her , also two Turkish sabres for her 
children, Maurice and Felix 

“XIII — I bequeath to my good friend 
Poniatowski, my sabre set with Marshal 
Laudon’s stone, and also the shoulder belt, 
requesting him to v/ear it should he meet the 
enemy, in honour of one who to save his life 
would willingly have sacrificed his own 
Also my fine horse Winer, so that he maybe 
cared for all his life 
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‘XIV — I bequeath to my brother Loms 
the King of Poland s sabre and Marlborough s 
pistols 

‘ XV — I bequeath to ray inend Francois, 
Comte de Dietnchstem, the arms found mth 
me if I am killed, or that belong to me should 
I die a natural death excepting those disposed 
of by special Isaacs I beg him to collect 
and distribute the above-named legacies, and 
I am certain that he will not leave my body 
to the enemy Should however, an acadent 
intervene, such as his being wounded him 
self he must neglect nothing in having it 
redauned, with the chains and other things 
I wear on ray person* 

XVI — The portraits of Mesdames de 
Kmsky Lichtenstein Jablonovrska, Lmow 
ska, and Caroline, as well as Pomatowski s and 
that of Madame de Woma, which I request 
may be obtained shall be placed in my apart 
ment m the tower at Bel CEil where I ha\c 
already placed the coloured pnnts belonging 
to Madame de Kmsky My wife s portrait 
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IS to be previously removed and placed in the 
lumber-room. This chamber is to become a 
Temple to Friendship, and over the door shall 
be inscribed the words Abode of the iiisepa7'- 
ablc. 

“ I request that my bust shall be placed on 
a pedestal in the centre of the tower, and 
turned in the direction of Madame de Kmsky’s 
portrait, and I beg my father to compose and 
have engraved on this pedestal some verses 
describing the happiness I have enjoyed in her 
society , but they must not contain any praise 
of m^^self , under each portrait he will write in 
verse a description of the person represented 

“ XVI I — Arrangements for my household 
(not copied) 

“XVIII — I bequeath to Madame de 
Kinsky my good dog Tristan, that he may 
be taken good care of, he has been treated 
by me as I was by her, like a good and ever- 
faithful dog ” 

Note added by the Countess Dutnchstein — 

“ The body was embalmed, and, considering 
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the circumstances sent to Bel CEfl by mail 
coach A Mass was said at the headquarters 
at Boux, in the presence of all the ofBcers, 
and orders were given that the last honours 
should be rendered to his memory on the 
passage of the coffin through Mons, where 
he was known and beloved. 

In order to carry out his wishes as much 
as possible, the handkerchief will be placed 
m his coffin the date be asks for is unfortun 
ately from the 21st of September 1787 to the 
14th of September 1792 

Notwithstanding the mysterious reserve 
with which the Prmce expresses himself it 
IS difficult not to believe that Madame de 
Kinsky was the secret object of his deep 
attachment On readmg his last wishes, so 
imbued with nobleness, tenderness, andgencr 
osity we wonder how HiBAne could have so 
misunderstood him and obliged him as it 
were to transfer his affection to another 
Perhaps she ^va3 not entirely responsible 
for their disunion a mother or a fnend like 
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Madaine de Rochechouart might have 
guarded her at the outset from many an 
imprudent step It was impossible to expect 
experience and wisdom in a child of fifteen. 
During the last two years she had begun to 
feel how dearly they are purchased 

All this time H diene had remained alone 
at Kovalowska Notwithstanding the im- 
prudences her passion for the Count had 
led her to commit, she had never for one 
moment entertained any other idea than that 
of marriage, though she knew in what light 
her conduct was judged by the world 

Mortified and discouraged, H diene was 
giving herself up to the gloomiest ideas, when 
she suddenly received the news of her hus- 
band's death The sudden transition from 
despair to joy stunned her at first , but soon 
only one feeling possessed her soul, that of 
her freedom, and she hurriedly wrote these 
few lines to the Count — 

“A cannon-ball has carried off Prince 
Charles I am free , it is God's will This 
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cannon was loaded from all eternity /”* And 
absorbed in the selfishness of her passion she 
did not for one instant regret the first com 
pamon of her life, or shed a tear for the father 
of her child His glonous and touching end 
did not inspire her with an atom of pity 
And then, as if indeed death had receit cd 
from God the mission of removing aH possible 
obstacles to H^l^es happmess, a few days 
later the second son of the Countess Anna 
died of a gangrenous sore throat, before his 
unh appy mother was able to reach him , and 
that nothing might be, wanting to complete 
the romance, the Princess beard almost at 
the same moment of the death of her brother 
Xavier leaving her heiress to an income of 
SIX hundred thousand livres.* 

The Count had reached Niemirow m time 
to see his son of whom it must be added 
HdlAne had taken the utmost care. He wrote 
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in all haste to the Countess Anna to tell her 
the fatal news, and then in another letter he 
announced to her Prince Charles’s death, and 
offered to give her back at once her eldest 
son, Fran9ois, m exchange for her consent to 
their divorce The unfortunate woman re- 
sisted no longer, she only begged that the 
legal forms should be carefully observed in 
obtaining the consent of the Court of Rome, 
hoping that in the interval her husband might 
return to her before the last step was taken. 
Directly after his mother’s answer the little 
Count Fran90is, accompanied by his gover- 
ness and servants, started to meet her 

Without loss of time Helene wrote to her 
uncle, whose character she well understood , 
she told him of her husband s death, and 
implored his aid for the settlement of her 
brother’s affairs, she ended by asking him 
to see Count Vincent, who would be able to 
gxplam many important details difficult to 
negotiate m writing. She sent this letter to 
the Prince- Bishop by fejor -ffiFian, a 
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daily fear that the project on which she had 
set her heart should fall through 

Everything took place in accordance wth 
the Princess s wishes, and three months after 
the death of Prince Charles de Ligne the 
mamage of and Count Potocki was 

celebrated at midnight m the Chapel of the 
Convent of the Bemadines near Werk> 
The apparent motive of this secrecy ^vas the 
Princess s mourning as yet too recent to 
allow of an official wedding but it must be 
added that the permission for a divorce had 
not yet arrived from Rome, and only came 
three months later It required all the in 
fluence of the Pnnee Bishop to obtain a pnest 
that should celebrate the mamage under such 
conditions 

On entering the Chapel and at the moment 
of realising the happiness she so ardently dc 
sired experienced the deepest emo 

tion mingled with a vague sense of terror She 
knelt beside the Count and remained motion 
less, her fixed on the ground and ob- 
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sorbed in her thoughts. Wlicn the ('oiini 
gave her his hand to lead lici to the nllai 
she rose to her feet, but suddenly siojijied 
short, with a fixed and tcinfied ga;'e, a jury 
to the most terrible hallucinatJon. iiy flv' 
flickering light of the wax tapers she fiincK'd 
she saw three coffins laid across her p.iih, 
which she would have to stejj over on h^s 
way to the altar The Count, ajjpjilk d af 
Helene’s terrified look, inr|uired in a lov/ 
voice the cause of her alarm , the ^ound of 
his voice recalled her to herself, and, <' basing 
avay the horrible vision by a strong effori of 
will, she resolutely ascended the three '’eo. 
of black marble v.hjch a rnomem before has 
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such fear and trembling at the time of his ill 
ness. The past and all its sorrows were for 
gotten and radiant with happmess, she wrote 
to her husband^ who was absent for a few daj's 
To-morrow I shall see you again, and see 
you still the same, for I do not want you ever 
to change m the smallest degree virtues 
attractions, wit faults caprices all are 
preaous to me if you were more f)erfect, 
you would no longer be the V mcent for whose 
sake I should have been guilty of the greatest 
folly if land heaven had not permitted thit 
all should be for the best in the end. 



